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For six years we 
have been 


campaigning 
against the 
scandal of abuse 


in children’s 


homes. 


Today, at last. 


there is a hope 


they will be safe 


After years of scandals, 
inquiries and investigations into 
£hikf abuse, hope at last emerges 
fbf the thousands of children 
traippedhi children^ homes 
without protection. Today, the 
Government will be urged to re- 
think its whole residential child 
care policy. 


of social services inspections in England and 
Wales, contains 20 major recommendations 
which are expected to set new standards in 
childcare. 

- It presents a picture of a care system where 
runaway children were often returned to their 
abusers, where young people who alleged 
abuse were not believed, and where young- 
sters still face bullying and intimidation. 

Children are moved around too often be- 
cause there are insufficient homes for them, 
and young people are still at risk from abuse. 



- ^We need vigorous rehabilitation of resi- 
dential (are, clear and consistent rales and 
modernisation of foster care. The Govera- 
‘ meat, focal authority managers and staff must 
be continually vigilant against abuse,'* says 
Sir WQKamUtting in a 200-page report which 
his taken nearly a year to produce. 

.? Ihe report which calls fora range of new 
measures to protect children at risk, comes 
more than six years after reports in The In- 
dependent and Independent on Sunday un- 
covered the North Whies c hil d abuse scandal 
Following a long campaign by the two 
newspapers, the last Tbry government set up 
a judicial tribunal of inquiry- into abuse at the 
North Wales homes in the 1980s and the 
Utting inquiry into failings in the national 
system of residential care. The report to be 
published today by Sr Wiliam, a former head 


EXCLUSIVE 
BY ROGER 
DOBSON 


Some children’s homes are still not regulated, 
some youngsters receive poor or no educa- 
tion, and homes are plagued by chronic staff 
shortages. 

Sir William’s report: 

• Urges the Government to legislate to reg- 
ulate private foster care following the boom 
in these agencies over the past five years. 
There has been concern that these agencies 


shouid be subject to regulation which 
would involve detailed vetting; 

• Calls for children’s homes with fewer 

than four residents, which currently escape 
regulation under the Children. Actrto be 
brought into line with larger homes. There 
are thought to be about 140 of these type of 
homes. Sir William says children in these 
homes may be at risk and that they should 
be regulated; V 

• Urges the Department of Health and: the 
Wslsh Office to set up a specialist group to de- 
velop a childcare strategy for residential care; 

• Urges local authorities to secure more res- 
idential and foster care facilities. It says that 
too many children’s homes have been closed 
leaving social services departments with too 
little choice when placing young people. 

Hie report says residential homes are an 
importamoptiohforchikirenincarebat that 
Lhe numbers haveshnmk to stage where there 
is not enough choice. Tt says that the lack 
of choice leads to inappropriate placements, 
not suitable for the children concerned. As 
a consequence, children are moved too of- 
ten, that they aie not happy where they are 
placed, and in sense homes vulnerable chil- 
dren are mixed with “fearsome” children, ex- 
posing them to bullying and intimidation. 

The inquiry was set-up at the same time 
as the North ^frles tribunal into abuse at 
homes in Owyd and Gwynedd, and the brief 


was to look at the current safeguards 
to see if they are the most effective pos- 
sible to protect children from abuse, and 
if those safeguards are being enforced. 

' The report says that disabled children and 
those with behavioural problems are the most 
at risk because they are less likely to be be- 
lieved when they make allegations. Sir 
William adds: “'One of the worst features of 
past scandals is that children who ran way were 
continually returned to the abusers care.” 

His report will be followed next year by 
the finding of Sir Ronald Waterhouse's 
judicial tribunal which has been investigat- 
ing abuse at homes in North Wales. It too is 
likely to make recommendations about the 
future of residential care. 

In receat years residential care, once the 
main provision for children, has been in de- 
cline. A series of inquiries and police pros- 
ecutions involving abuse in the Seventies and 
Eighties have added to the poor image of res- 
idential care and hastened its demise. 

But there is an emerging view that prop- 
erty supervised residential care, possibly with 
a national inspectorate overseeing standards 
and behaviour, might be the best form of pro- 
vision for vulnerable children. Smaller homes, 
with more highly trained staff and part of a 
national strategy, with individual specialist 
homes, migh t, some believe, be the answer. 

Photograph: John Lawrence 


TODAY’S NEWS 


Three generations wiped 


Doctors urge law to help 
^patients use cannabis 

•; The 1 British Medical Association urged the courts to 

loir compassion when detitog with people charged 
> -with cannabis offences in the light of evidence of the 
U drug^s medical benefits. 

The body said there was evidence that the drug 
^ touJd help muscle spasm and pain in multiple sclerosis 

arid nausea in patients undergoing chemothena- 


out in Egyptian massacre 
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Diana talks with Costner 

"iBiana, Princess of Wiles held talks in * e weeks before 
^tiied-wfth Kevin Costner about starring with him in 
his fa-film. The. Bddypxmt. 

/ Costner received a second draft of a script J^^ree 

ikwsbefor^Diana’s fetal accident. Jh^. sqipt calledfor 

^ a princess driven to hire a ^uarti be- . 
she thought the paparazzi was threatening her life. 
Column One, Page 2 


Tourists of all 
nationalities flew home 
from Egypt yesterday 
after Monday’s massacre 
which (eft 58 
holidaymakers dead. Six 
Britons died when 
gunmen opened fire. 
Esther Leach reports that 
one family was all but 
wiped out. 


log to become asocial worker, 
said* ‘Tve lost my mother and 
my sister and my beautiful 
niece. 

Tm absolutely distraught; 
Tve lost everything.” They had 
lived together in the village- The 
holiday had been arranged 
through Karina’s finn: 

John Wilson, whose daugh- 
ter attended the same school as 
Shammah, said he did not know 
bow Deborah would cope with 


the loss of her family. 
"Shaunnah was a bright, beau- 
tiful little girl who went to the 
same school as my daughter,” 
he said 

Shaunnah was at St Mary's 
Church of England junior and 
infants school' near by at Mill 
Bank. . It was the task of Dan- 
ny MoDan, bead teacher of the 
school to tell his 87 pupils the 
news at the end of the day. 

Children left the hifl&ide 
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The grief was-raw in the York- 
shire village ofRipponden. The 
sole surviving member of the 
luraa'jEGumly, Deborah Turner, 
30, left their home under the 
protection of a friend and a po- 
lice officer soon after she was 
told the news. 

“I am absolutely distraught 

at iosmgaD my family,” she sakL 

*Tm all alone now.” 

Her air-hostess sister, Kari- 
na, Karina’s five-year-old 
daughter, Shaunnah, and her 
mother, Joan, were all shot 
dead. 

Deborah! a mature student 
at Salford University, Greater 
Manch ester, where she is study- 


HOLIDAY FIRMS MAY STAY 


| It was not dear last night how many of the British tourists In 
Egypt had taken advantage of the offer by tour companies of 
Immediate flights home. - 

Keith Baton, a spokesman for the Association of British 
Travel Agents, said dot some people seemed happy to stay and 
it was unlikely that afl tours will be cancelled immediaGely. 
"Tour companies will want to assess matters over the next 48 
hours before deciding whether to pull out completely,” he said. 

The Foreign Office has issued a travel warning, saying: “Lux- 
or Is reported to be under curfew and visitors are advised to 
avoid the area, in all parts of Egypt, visitor* should be vigilant 
and respect any advice from the local security authorities.” 

Ejgyptk tourism minister put on a brave fare. “Were you 
able to prevent bombings at the World Trade Center or Okla- 
homa GtyT Mamdouh eLBeltagui asked an American reporter. 


school hand-in-hand with par- 
ents, some wiping away tears, 
trying to understand what had 
happened. 

Then Mr Mollan made his 
own statement to the press. He 
said: “Shaunnah was a lovely, 
friendly, popular little girl who 
is going to be greatly missed. We 
would be grateful if the children 
who have been told of 
Sbaunnah’s sad death and the 
school could be given the op- 
portunity to come to terms 
with the grief that we all feel ai 
the moment” 

- Earlier in the day PC Mick 
Holroyd, who stood outside 
the Turner home protecting 
Deborah from unwanted ques- 
tions by the press, said she was 
completely distraught. He 
added : “She win be for a very 
long time. You have just got to 
do the best you can at the end 
of the day.” 

Another neighbour, who re- 
fused to give his name because 
he was so clearly upset said: 
“Fve got ayoung daughter my- 
self This is worse than any road 
accident. If this is all about re- 
ligion then you can keep it.” 
Premonition of doom, page 8 
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give me a fast car 

5/YOUNG BRITAIN 


Office bullies: 
how to get your 
own back 
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Aromatherapy: 


men on 
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health 
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Its probably the largest, most tempting display of 
Rolex Oysters you'll ever see, all glittering beneath 
the crystal chandeliers in our Watch Room. And 
because we don't believe you'll ever see finer 
chronometers in your life, we’ve made sure it’s not 
far from the champagne in the Wine Department. 
Just in case you should feel like celebrating the 
purchase of a lifetime. 
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V COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 

Diana was planning to 
become a movie star 

Remember the “big surprise” that Diarfe, Princess of %les, was promise 
mg to spring on the world just before her untimely death in Paris in An- ‘ *" 
gust? We have all since thougit it was about Dodl But perhaps it was 
about Kevin. 

Yesterday brought us this extraordinaiy revelation. In the final weeks 
of her life, Diana was holding secret Slfewiih the actor Kevin Costner, 
about starring with him in a sequel to his Hollywood hit, Bodyguard. Mr ' 

Costner should get some award for, keeping his mouth shut for. so long. 

He has, however, finally spilled tB^ beans in ah interview with Premiere 
magazine in its January issue which bits the stands next month. 

What h affords us is a tantalising glimpse of what might have been 
for Diana in a post-Windsor life, ft also suggests a kind of morbid re- 
verse symmetry with the life of Grace Kelly. She went from actress to 

princess and, of course, was killed 
in a crash. Diana’s crash inter- 
vened too soon. 

The interview, seen yesterday 
by The Independent, shows that the 
project had got well beyond the 
stage of speculation. Indeed, Mr 
Costner received a second draft 
of a script for the film just three 
days before Diana’s fetal accident. . 

He put off reading it and then she C4 3.CtOI* SC3 

died. { 

He told Premiere: “I picked it 

up and the first 30 pages were to- It is a casting director’s, dOemma. Ybu.-need some-; 

taQy her. It was dignified, sexy, one to play a slimy, gra^&^Untrnstworilry Tbry MP > 

smart, funny. And I couldn’t fin- who is swamped in a tide of sleaze and finds afor- 

ish. I stopped. It broke my heart”. mer foreign correspondent running against him in . 

The secret of the first Body- the general election. Who wohldjrouiar witb.snch' 

guard was providing its co-star, typecasting? .*• - 

Whitney Houston, with a role so dose to her real life that little acting Step forward Robert Duncan, better inown as 

talent was required. She played a famous singer who acquires a protec- Gus from Drop, the Dead Donkey, theslimy, grasp- 

tor — Costner — and falls in love with him. mg, untrustworthy manager in Channel 4’s satire on 

The Diana movie would have attempted the same magic. She was to TV newsrooms. . 

have played a princess stranded in Hong Kong and driven to hire a body- Mr Duncan is to star in Mr White Goes to 

guard because of a conviction that her extraordinary fame - and the at- Westminster, a full-length satirical film for Channel 

tcntionsof the paparazzi - was threatening her life. She too was to succumb 4’s winter season based on the goings on in Thtton 

to Costner. What title the film might have had, if not Bodyguard II, was in May. It covers the election mid. subsequent rise 

not discussed. How about this, however Hong Kong Holiday , after that to power of former foreign correspondent, Ben White, 

old classic, Roman Holiday, starring Audrey Hepburn, a princess who gpes The tarnished MP, known here as Paul Madison, 

incognito in Rome and hitches herself to a dashing journalist played by is opposed by white-suited fanner hacfcBiD PafiersotL 

Gregory Peck? Mr Madison’s formidable and haughty Tbry wife is 

— David Usbome, played by Celia Imrie. The film is written by Guy 
New York 



UPDATE I 

TRANSPORT : .ti 

Technology promises safer roads 


New technology will dramatically could even 
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C4 actor stays !n character to play sleazy MP 


mi 


Jeokm, one of the writers of Drop the Dead Don - 
* keysets follows similar topical satires about escap- 
ing prisoners and slippery home secretaries. . 

• ; Other hi ghlig hts of Channel 4’s winter line-up 
indodes extended celebrations of the channeFs 15th 
anniversary with some imaginative packaging of re- 
; peats. In Storm Over Foot; the programme-makers 
and journalists involved in outrage stories about 
Channel 4 offerings suqfras the Red Light Zone and 
Brookside recount the media controversies created 
by the press. . 

In Fantasy Schedule, viewers will be able to vote 
for their favourite evening’s programming from a 
shortiistofdi^reatBrook^de,Cutdr^Edg^Cheerr, 
Friends , Drop- the Dead Donkey and Aether Ted 
episodes. Other nostalgia trips will include a live 
reprise of The Last Resort, the programme that was 
to blame for making J onathan Ross famo im. - 

— Foul McCann 
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Spruce bark beetle 

In a report entitled “Danger beetle sneaks in” (11 October) about the 
discovery of spruce bark beetle in a shipment of wood at a timber yard 
in Woking, the quote from Mr Burgess, head of the Forestry Commis- 
sion’s plant health division, should have read: “This is a straight case 
of deception by an- unscrupulous exporter im the Czech Republic”. .. 


Restaurateur loses case but keeps reputation 
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In the midst of legal defeat, restau- 
rateur Michael Bloom yesterday 
claimed his name has been deared 
of something unthinkable for a 
man in;his position - deliberate*: 
]y. stocking aon-kosher meat . 

Mr Bloom, pictured, ’who is 
now unemployed, ran. the epony- 
mous Bloom's Jewish restaurant 
in the Bast End of London until 
a religious court removed his li- 
cence. atkashrut, as a kosher food 
provider. The London Beth Din 
- court of the chief rabbi - took 
the action after non-kosher meal 
was found in the restaurant's 
fridge two years ago. . 

An aggrieved Mr Bloom later 
discovered that the meat had 
been left in the fridge by a deliv- 
ery driver, a fact known by the 
Jewish court’s judge, but ignored 
Accordingly Mr Bloom sought ju- 



After the hearing, Mr Bloom, 
. of Finchley, north London, said : 
“I am extremely disappointed in 
the outcome of my application fra 


recognisedXdeariy had grounds " 
for a genuine Sense of grievance?*' . . 

• Mr Justice IJgbtmad&udtfe " 

' fecbgBBed Afir.aboiiftmfiestec^t. 


dicial review in the High Court to 
overturn the Beth Din's verdict, 
a challenge which yesterday faded, 
saddling him with a £70,000 legal 
bill, his licence still revoked - but 
satisfied that his public honour had 
been restored 


but said the Jewish court had been 
entitled not to disclose the deliv- 
ery man’s confession. 

Mr Bloom, who had wanted a 
completely new hearing for his 
case before the Beth Din. can now 
take up an invitation from the orig- 
inal judge, Dayan Ehrentreu, to 
hear the delivery man's evidence. 

Bloom’s, once frequented by 
Princess Margaret and film stars, 
dosed in February last year after 
losing £500,000 in four years. 

— Michael Streeter 


HEALTH 

Fibre blocks bowel cancer gene 

Scientists at the Cancer Research Campaign have shed more light on how 
fibre may help prevent bowel cancer, it was revealed yesterday. 

Experts have believed for some time that fibre helps prevent cancer 
by speeding np the transit of natural waste products through the body. 
This new research, carried out with colleagues in America, demonstrates 
at cell level how a naturally-produced substance derived from fibre can 
block the activity of a cancer causing gene. This, they believe, hassignif- 
leant implications in the prevention and treatment of the disease, the sec- 
ond biggest killer cancer which currently claims the lives of 18,000 people 
in the UK each year and hundreds of thousands world wide. 

Tfeams from Bristol University and the Burhan Institute in California 
have found that a substance called butyrate, produced when fibre is bro- . 
ken down, can halt the activity of a gene that causes bowel tumours to 
develop. 

E NV IR ONM ENT 

7 bestos not as risky as believed 

i ’ ’ J* b . _ “ 

t A tie# study into the use of asbestos materials add man-made mineral fi- 
3$ homes shows, there is little risk to health if managed and treated 
. correctly. The study, Fibrous Materials in the Environment , looked at the 
risks from environmental exposure to asbestos and man-made mineral fi- 
bres at home. It was commissioned by the Department of Environment, 
Transport and the Regions. 

The report, published yesterday, found that everyone is exposed to low 
background levels of asbestos and man-made mineral fibres in the envi- 
ronment without au apparent risk to health; and that exposure to asbestos 
fibres in homes and other buildings where asbestos materials arc present 
and in good oondition is not normally significantly different to that from 
background exposure and is.therefore not a cause for concern. , . 


BBC vacancies after reshuffle 



'TCeyplan* 

Select 

Hassle Free 
Home Insurance 

X Reliable protection 
X Easy to understand 
X Swift Response 
X Low cost 

X Generous discounts 


Call free, give us a few details 
and we'll give you 
an instant free quotation 

0800 38 0800 
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Please quote reference below. 

Your call may be recorded fat quality control purposes. 


The BBC is looking for new edi- 
tors for the Today programme, the 
Nine O’clock News , Newsnight 
and The World Tonight after lock- 
ing a host of editors up stairs to 
become ‘super editors’ in the lat- 
est reorganisation of the Corpo- 
ration’s management. 

The plans have been watered 
down since they were first unveOed 
in September. At the time, a list 


7.30 FOR 8 


of presenters such as John 
Humphry*. James Naughtie and 
Anna Ford released a letter of op- 
position to the plans. 

BBC Director-General, John 
Birt, put the changes on bold and 
negotiated with staff. A features 
‘super editor’ post that would 
have eaten into individual 
programme budgets was scrapped. 

— Paul McCann 
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Australia (dollars) 

235 

Italy (lira) 

2,800 
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tiles: Derek Deane takes 
athroom of a Nutcracker to 
the future the Royal Ballet 
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The degree 
that gets you 
the best job • 

EDUCATION+ i 


“Which musical 

instrument is best 

for your child? 

EDUCATION+ 


High kicks 
* and class in a 
women's jail 


Rrst Night: Chicago 
Addphi Theatre, London 
Review by DovW Lister 


Hie obituaries for the West 
End musical have been pre- 
mature. Last night saw the re- 
turn of the feelgood show, 
complete with a great score, 
first class performances and 
.A ticket touts doing a brisk trade 

" outside. It was almost like old 
times. 

Perhaps, as the showbiz 
cliche has it, timing is every- 
thing. Chicago is not a new 
show. It actually first appeared 
in 1975, but was quickly over- 
shadowed by A Chorus Line , 
and made few waves. But now, 
after a year which has seen a 
lack of blockbuster mus icals 
and a need for a feelgood fac- 
tor, this revivaT helped by a 
massive marketing campaign, 
has come just at the right mo- 
ment 

Some of the publicity would 
leave you wondering if this was 
a pleasant comedy musical (it 
is) or a satirical,; academic 
treatise on Chicago mob life in 
the twenties, women's prisons 
and the O J. Simpson trial, (it 
isn’t); Mind you, in the court 
scene when one of- the mur- 
deresses was on trial and se- 
duced the jury into finding her 
not guilty as cheerleaders with 
pom poms sang in delight, 
one did have fleeting memories 
of OX 

• The musical, by Fred Ebb 
and John Kander, who also 
composed Cabaret , is set in a 
women’s prison, looking rather 
more like a night club, and is 
about a group of murderess- 
es/adulteresses who get song 
and dance bookings outside as 
their criminal notoriety rises. 
After gamering a clutch of 


Tony awards on Broadway, 
there were fears that the 
British version, led by the epit- 
ome of suburban Engjishness, 
Ruthie Henshall, could come 
unstuck. 

Such fears were unfounded. 
Miss Henshall as killer turned 
singer Roxie Hart is a revela- 
tion, cool and sexy with a 
beautiful voice matched by as- 
sured comic timing “I started 
fooling around,” she confides 
to the audience. ‘Then I start- 
ed screwing around, which is 
fooling around without din- 
ner.” Her rival in the show is 
played by Ute Lemper, in- 
ternationally famous for her 
smoky renditions of Kurt WeQL 
As she and Henshall trade 
high kicks with the rest of the 
cast, the stage a mass of legs 
and cleavage, this is more like 
a night at the Folies Bergeres 
than a show ostensibly set in a 
prison. 

Meg Johnson, who plays the 
matron Mama, may not be well 
enough known to get her name 
above the titles, but she brings 
an eyecatching suavete to the 
role and herlament with Lem- 
per for a golden age when there 
was Class was one of the 
evening’s shows toppers. 

There was an ovation too 
for Henry Goodman, a won- 
derful piece of casting as Mr 
fix-it lawyer Billy Flynn — “I 
don’t want to blow my own 
born but If Jesus had lived in 
Chicago and had $5,000, tilings 
would have turned out very dif- 
ferently.” The scene where be 
runs a press conference with 
Henshall on his knee mouthing 
the words as he sings them ven- 
triloquist style, is a comic high- 
light, though why people 
around me murmured the 
name Max Clifford I can’t 

imagin e. 

There is one major caveat 



Awards reflect fashion for 
more reasoned rhyme 


Just for kicks: Ute Lemper plays Ruthie HenshalPs rival 


on a highly enjoyable night out 
For some reason the orchestra 
is on the stage, taking up more 
than half of the space, leaving 
the action in front of it look- 
ing cramped and occasionally 
more like a concert rendition 


of a musical. That leaves one 
thinking the show could have 
been even better given the 
scope of a full stage. 

But this did not seem to 
bother the celebrity audience, 
including Lord and Lady 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Archer, Sir Peter Hall, Marie 
Helvin and Max Bygraves. 
From the Adelpbi they moved 
on to a themed party at a stu- 
dio in Kings Cross, sharing the 
feelgood factor with audience, 
cast and ticket touts. 


The prestigious Paul 
Hamtyn Awards for 
Artists have been 
presented to five poets. 
David Lister suggests that 
the five chosen represent 
a move away from 
attempts to make 
poetry young and trendy. 


Their styles range from 
freeform to highly formal son- 
nets. Their ages range up to 70. 
Five poets last night received the 
Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
Awards For Artists worth 
£15,000 each. 

The choice of the five sig- 
nalled a move away from the de- 
liberate trendy marketing of 
poetry in recent years through 
projects such as Young Gener- 
ation Poets, and awkward at- 
tempts to make youthful poets 
part of the fashion scene. 

- The five chosen are estab- 
lished and highly-regarded po- 
ets, but in some cases writers 
who have not been in the lime- 
light One, Elizabeth J enning s, 
70, lives in a B&B in Oxford. 

The winning poets are: John 
Agard, Roy Hkber, Kathleen 
Jamie, Elizabeth J enning s and 
Barry MacSweeuey. . . . 

Judith frbner, literature of- 
ficer at the South BankCentre 
and a member of did board of 
the Poetry Society, Commented: 
“There has been a feeling 
nnirmg older poets that they 
have had the worst of all pos- 
sible worlds. They were writing 
before poetry was fashionable. 
Tbo old to be Young Generation 
Poets they were unable to par- 
ticipate in the new rock n roll. 

“It's great to have a list of 
winners that includes people 
who don’t hang out, aren't 
among the London in-crowd 
earning their living from book 
reviews, but ply their craft- and 
get very depressed about it" 

John Agard, 48, bom in 
Guyana has been described as 
“an outstanding luminary of 


DAILY POEM 

Get Down Ye Angels 

by John Agard 

Get down ye angels from the heights. 

Try a few of earth's numinous delights: 
the orgiastic rustling of the pass. 

The wind’s brazen feather tickling your arse. 

Exchange your robe even for a day 
with the raiment of one made of clay. 

Lay down your harp and dig these pipes I play. 

m put my Bps to the weeping reeds 
till temptation thrills the heart of every hill 
and the very stones begin die dance of leaves 
as if stones had gained a fluttering M 

Welcome ye cherubs to the carnal hubbub. 

Take a break from heaven’s eternal monotone. 

Inhabit die splendid risk of flesh and bone. 

Our Daily Poems until next TUesday will feature the recipi- 
ents of die Paul Hamlyn Foundation Awards for Artists, worth 
£15,000 each, which this year have been given to poets. The 
winners, announced yesterday from a shortlist of 20 after 340 
eligible entries, are John Agard, Roy Fisher, Kathleen Jamie, 
Elizabeth Jennings and Barry MacSweeney.Grt Down Ye An- 
gels comes from John Agard’s new collection. From the Dev- 
il’s Pulpit (Bloodaxe, £7.95) 


the exploding galaxy of Wsstln- 
rfian-British troubadors”. Roy 
Filler, 67, writes poetry most 
often associated with the post- 
mdnsfrial landscape of the Mid- 
lands. Kathleen Jamie, 35, from 
Scotland, was one of the New 
Generation Poets, and often 
writes in Scottish dialect. Eliz- 
abeth Jennings, 70, writes son- 
nets and other verse striving to 
come to terms with losses. Bar- 
ry MacSweeney, 49, from New- 
castle, was an investigative 
crime reporter and writes po- 
etry described as “unsparing of 
allusions, and bitter and 
comic in its self-appraisal.” 

Poets had to apply to be con- 
sidered for the awards and 342 
did so - a number that may re- 
flect the need for funds as 
much as for fame. 

For the awards come at the 
same time as a survey by the 


Paul Hamtyn Foundation of 
poets’ incomes. It shows that the 
pre-tax income of a successful, 
published poet m the UK or Ire- 
land with an average age of 48, 
is about £12300 a year - well 
below the national earnings 
average. 

1 The survey is based on the 
earnings of these 342 poets. It 
found that average annual earn- 
ings range from £7500 in the 
North-west to £14,500 in the 
Midlands and Scotland. Poets 
in London earned on average 
£12358. 

The poet Adrian Mitchell, 
who was one erf the judges of the - 
award, commented: “We com- 
memorate our poets in West- 
minster Abbey when they’re 
good and dead. Meanwhile 
their successors are struggling 
— against neglect, illness and 
poverty, to survive.” 
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On average, a stag hunt 
lasts 3 hours and covers 
around 12 miles. 

When the stag is finally 
caught by the hounds it is 
at the point of total 
exhaustion. 

Scientific analysis of 
blood samples taken from 
hunted stags reveals a 
litany of suffering. 

In the early stages of 
the chase, glycogen and 
blood sugar levels fall 
sharply. 

As the hunt progresses, 
fatty acids in the blood 
rise, indicating high physi- 
ological stress levels. 

Red pigment in blood 
plasma increases, caused 
by ruptured blood cells. 


In the later stages of 
the hunt, high levels of 
muscle enzymes appear 
in the blood, indicating 
life-threatening muscle 
damage. 

Despite its name, stag 
hunting is not confined to 
the male of the species. 

Hinds are hunted too, 
sometimes when they are 
pregnant or with a calf at 
heel, 

Stag or hind, the end is 
the same. A free wild 
animal is hunted to death. 

The RSPCA has long 
campaigned against all 
hunting with dogs. 

In areas where deer need 
culling it is more efficient 
and more humane for them 


to be shot by a marksman. their constituencies. 

We believe that the' We want you to persuade 

hunting of wild animals is them to stay in the House 
cruel and unacceptable in and vote to end this cruel 
a civilised society. 'sport’ once and for all. 

And the vast majority of You can write to your 
the people in this country MP direct at the House of 

agree with us. Commons, or call the 

A Private Member’s Bill RSPCA on 01403 223284 

seeking to ban hunting (9-5 weekdays) and we’ll 
with dogs comes before send you a campaign 
Parliament on November pack. 

28tb. And if you need further 

A MORI poll taken in motivation, look again at 
October 1997 shows that the stag in the picture. 
73% of people support Look him in the eye. 

the Bill. We want to turn And teil him you can’t 

that overwhelming weight be bothered, 
of public opinion into 
legislation. 

The 28th is a Friday when HBQ. CHARITY Soon. 

many MPs will be back in Ban hunting With dOgS 

THE AIMS OF THE RSPCA ARE TO PREVENT CRUELTY AND PROMOTE KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. 


RSPCA 


HBQ. CHARITY 39099. 
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5/YOUNG BRITAIN 
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Forget about Swampy. All they want is their own car 

rou think they are the ' 


You think they arc the 

eC °^ Warrior generation. 
Swampy as their 

hero. You think they plan 

to save the planet with 
their politics. In fact 

young Britons idolise the 
ear. 

The notion of a youth 
•movement actively 

involved in 

environmental issues is 
stripped away in 2020 
Vision, a survey of 10,000 
young people aged 
between 12-25, 
exclusively previewed by 
The Independent every 
day this week. 


Tbmorcow’s people think about 
things dose to home. They are 
worried about unemployment 
and about crime, while global 
■ warming and the disintegra- 
tion of the ozone layer don’t fig- 
ure high on their agenda. 

Even though we are bom- 
barded with images of a nation 
of young green activists, such as 
Swampy or Animal, only 14 per 

believe pollution is an ur- 
gent problem in Britain, rank- 
ing it well below issues like 
drugs, poverty, and terrorism. 

Isribel Williams, 13, knows 
exactly what this means. She 
lives in a pleasant green-belt 
town in the Wirral and attends 
a nearby grammar school. 

Although her parents recy- 
cle mudi of their household 
rubbish and grow vegetables on 
the family allotment, Isobel 
says she is detached from the 
environment debate because 
other issues are more pressing. 

“1 am interested in the en- 
vironment but before that I’m 
worried about other things like 
q. the health service or home- 
'-f lessness,” she says. 

“1 don’t really know anybody 
who i& actively involved in the 
green movement. None of my 
friends are e cowarriors or go 
on demonstrations. I actually 
found that whole Swampy thing 
very alienating.” 

Jo Gardiner, co-ordinator of 


BY NICOLE VEASH AND 
JACK O'SULLIVAN 


2020 Vision for the Industrial 
Society agrees, saying although 
the young are environmentally 
aware, they are not doing any- 
thing about it. ‘ 

“The environment is not 
top of their list and it’s definitely 
below either health or educa- 
tion. Most people know about 
the environment and are aware 
about the issues ... it’s just that 
they don’t take responsibility for 
it themselves. 1 sippose they are 
passively concerned.” 

So ecological destruction 
played out in a rain forest thou- 
sands of miles away from home, 
is just too far away to think 

TELL US YQUR VIEW 

The Independent welcomes 
comment or responses to 
the arrides on this page 
from readers aged between 
12 and 25. Please write co 
Nicole Veash at The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square. Ca- 
nary Wharf, London EM 
SDL; by fax on 0171 293 2451; 
or e-mail to n.veash@inde- 
pendent.ca.uk. We wIK pub- 
lish a selection of views later 
in the wee k if you have 
missed any of our survey de- 
tails, they are on our 
Internet site at 
htip^/www.independentxoLuk 

2020 Vision is co-ordinated 
by the Industrial Society. 

The Action Agenda along 
with full resuits of the re- 
search will be launched next 
Monday. 


about. With this in mind, it is no 
surprise to find that the picture 
emerging from the research is 
of a generation obsessed with 
having their own cars -content 
to ignore environmental impact 
which has no immediate affect 
on their lives. 

When asked which item they 
valued most, 68 per cent of 
those who own a vehicle pul 
their car at the top of the List, 
way ahead of the second most 


valued item, a stereo system, 
which garnered only 24 per 
cent Among non-car owners, 40 
per cent would tike to own one 
over and above anything else. 
The survey revealed that a stag- 
gering one-third of all 19 year 
olds own their own cars. 

Jill Patton, 18, from Bally- 
water, Northern Ireland, says 
having a car is often something 
to shout abouL 

“Haring a car is a prestige 
thing.” she says. “Saving a whale 
is not. while clearing canals is 
just punishment." 

Even though she lives on a 
farm, Jill says the jargon sur- 
rounding the environment is 
enough to make anyone switch 
off. “Words like chlorofluoro- 
carbons just turn people off be- 
cause they are too academic and 
make it all sound very distant 
from our daily lives.” 

The environment is just not 
trendy enough for much of 
young Britain. They think it is 
still the domain of middle- 
aged, middle-class ex-hippies 
and rather strange tunnelling 
people, like Swampy. 

And the research shows not 
only are they not really bothered 
about the environment, they ac- 
tually haven’t got the time or the 
money to dig themselves under 
Manchester Airport, as 24- 
year-old Tracey Cook, from 
Bradford, explains. 

“If you’ve got to sign on 
every other Thursday, hanging 
around in a tree bouse is just not 
going to work. We are too busy 
gening through day to day life. 

“Being involved in the envi- 
ronment doesn’t give you any 
security or finan ce and that’s 
why most people I know have 
little or nothing to do with the 
whole debate." she says. 

“But the real problem is 
older people want us to be re- 
sponsible, so they can shake off 
their own responsibilities. So 
now no one is doing anything 
about it” 


Life in the fun lane 
begins with your 
own set of wheels 





Top gear: Chris Stewartsmith and his beloved VW 


Photograph: Newsceam 


Chris Stewartsmith, 19, 
from Sevenoaks, Kent; 
is a first year student at 
Keele University, 
reading Psychology and 
History of Crime 

I love Beetles. They are my life. 
1 think Beetles are brilliant bo- 
cause they’re cheap, they're 
great fun to drive and people 
turn their beads when they see 
one. 

I get a lot of attention with 
mine from both young people 
who are into VWs and older 
people who used to own one 
and want to tell you about it. 
Audit feels good to be noticed 
when you know that your car 
is looking good. It is such a 
buzz. 

Cars are very important to 
young people. They give you 
freedom and mak e you up- 
wardly mobile and indepen- 
dent- Having one means you 
don’t have to rely on your par- 
ents for lifts anymore. And 
owning one at my age secures 
your passage to manhood. 

Where I live public trans- 
port is just inconvenient Bus- 
es and trains are unreliable and 
slow, and frankly, I find them 
boring. 

Having a car means that 
you can be much more spon- 
taneous, and go where you 
want, when you want. 

When there's not much go- 
ing on, baring a car can pro- 
vide you with so mething to do. 
Cars for young people area’t 
just a means to an end - they 
are a form of leisure in them- 
selves. 

All of my mates have cars 
and we just like to go driving. 
Driving is really exciting and is 


a great way of breaking the te- 
dium. 

I concerned about the 
environment to an extent but 
I've never really associated 
my love of cars with that. I re- 
cycle my rubbish and so do all 
my mates, but die environment 
isn’t my main topic of conver- 
sation. 

Private car owners like us 
shouldn’t be accused of de- 
stroying the environment, be- 
cause it’s the industrial lorries 
that use the motorways the 
most If all of that kind of trans- 
port haulage was switched to 
rail then there wouldn't be any 
need to widen the motorways. 

I am concerned about the 
hole in the ozone layer. If 
someone asks me if I am con- 
cerned then I say yes, but, to 

be honest, it doesn’t occupy my 
min d much. I did think that 
people tike Swampy and his 
crew were pretty amusing 
when I first saw them in the pa- 
pers. 1 couldn't believe that any 
one would go to those lengths 
rather than write a letter tike 
most people. 

But after going on a student 
march against university tuition 
fees I realised that the only way 
that you can get people to no- 
tice you is by taking action. 
Still I do think that in gener- 
al Swampy goes a bit too far. 

1 don’t think that it is nec- 
essarily hypocritical to be fond 
of cars and worry about envi- 
ronmental issues. Besides, I 
think of what I do as a form of 
recycling. 

Some people get rid of 
their car after five years and 
buy a brand new one. I buy old 
cars and then restore them. So 
really I help to cut down on 
waste. 

- Toby Wiseman 


Education hits the right note 


THE MUSICIAN 

Natalie Cfein, 20, was BBC 
Young Musician of the Year 
in 1994. She was educated 
at a giris' secondary school 
in Dorset and at the Royal 
College of Music. 

“It is important to me that I 
had a normal broad educa- 
tion. I did eight GCSEs and 
sports like everyone else 
whereas they’re down to four 
or five at some special music 
schools. 

. _ “The interests, I devel- 
• oped- in school - in reading, 
drama and art — all keep roe 
sane jaow.that 1’m in Vienna 
. playing the cello.T did A-Jev- 
ei Classics and English, so, 
whichever city I'm in, I want 
to see Greek vases or go to 
the theatre. 

i ” -“School gave mealove of 
these subjects and a belief that 
education .doesn’t just , stop 
. when you’re 18. 1 hope that 



Schools failing to 
teach about the 
real world 


Issued by Midland Bank pic. Member HSBC Cmip 


We heard you wanted . 


one day, when I have some 
time, I Will be able to go to 
university to study English or 
history of art. 

“My only criticism of 
school is that I wish I had 
learned more life skills, tike 
knowing how to deal with 
managers. I wish school had 
taugh t me better how to be 
strong and stand up for my- 
self in some of the difficult sit- 
uations I find' myself in.” 


Eco-warriors take ft too far 


. THE TV PRESENTER^ 
Cat DeeJey preserrts MTV!s 

IteSWandfea/nodelat 

Storm. 

i'.r, ““i think people should tty and 
A p reser ve the environment but 

Jf there really is a problem with 


aafeftnnare getting anywhere 
o*rfhgTbbe and thafswby so 
ntayyoung people have cars. 
’ T ?4 The older generation are 
/frfinfreW more stuck in their 



LfUlWl llM IQ - 

lent because we have 
t au ght about it at 
. I learnt quite a lot at 

. I knew about the de- 
an of the ozone layer 

abal warming, so you 
ay Tm fairly environ- 
ly aware— I think eco- 
rs- probably take it ah 
&fi»r.It pais people off 


and there is no waymy Mum 
would tike meassodated with 
people in those clothes! 

“Sometimes there is no 


pouu iwg : 

like the environment because 
yoti have got to putyourpoint 
across intellectually. People 
like Swampy believe in what 
they are doing, which is good, 
but I don’t think they are go- 
ingabout it in the right way" 


Young Britons are a 
generation obsessed with 
education - its 
inadequacies and its - 
possibilities for helping 
• them get on in life. But 
the overwhelming view is 
one of disappointment - 
. 63 per cent believe that 
schools do not prepare 
people for fife m the real 
world, a figure that rises 
with age. 

Francesca Jaoobi, 25, from 
Richmond in Surrey is typical 
of those who look back with a 
sense that education let them 
down. She is unemployed hav- 
ing graduating from Sussex 
University two years ago in 
Applied Psychology. “I think 
school just taught me to go and 
get a good degree, but didn't say 
anything beyond that,” die says. 

University did not do much 
more in setting her up for the 
working world. “A1 university I 
didn’t know where to start in . 
terms of planning a career. 
And I didn't get much help. I 
just had no idea what I wanted 
to. do. I went to teach En gl i sh 
in the Czech Republic whenT 
got my degree. But when I re- 
alised, after coming back, that 
Tdidh’t wantto teach. Lfeltcom-; 
pletely stranded.” __ 

Raekha Paisad, 24, an Eng- 
lish graduate, agrees. “At least 
at the comprehensive I went to 
I bad to Irani bow to.compete 
with hundreds of other kids 

from all sorts of backgrounds. 
That was a good preparation for 
life. At university we were 
cocooned. When I finished I felt 
that 1 was totally lacking in 
skills.’' Ms Parsad is now a re- 
porter on the Big Issue. 

Ed ucational disitiustonmeiit 
is. much higher among those 


from poorer backgrounds than 
among the university-attending 
middle classes. Only a quarter 
of those with no formal quali- 
fications felt that school had met 
their expectations, compared 
with two-thirds of those who 
had a degree. 

More than four out of five 
young people , think vocational 
training should start at schooL 
As one 17-year-old unqualified 
man from Devon on work train- 
ing told the 2020 study. “You go 
to school for U or 12 years of 
ypur life and they feed your 
brain full of all this shit, winch, 
when you get into a job, you 
think, ‘what’s the point in that?’ 
I mean there are things like gen- 
eral maths, but after that you 
start going into RE and envi- 
ronmental studies, even English 
I mean, Shakespeare! It does- 
n't seem relevant. I’ve forgotten 
everything that I learned at 
schooL They're teaching the 
wrong stuff." 

There is overwhelming 
agreement (90 per cent) that 
learning does not stop when you 
leave school although the ma- 
jority (55 per cent), blamed 
poverty for young people not 
going on to further education. 
As tuition fees are introduced 
for students, this figure may 
alarm minis ters who are hoping 
that the numbers in tertiary ed- 
ucation will continue to rise. 

Young people regard class 
sizes to be less important than 
haring an understanding and 
enthusiastic teacher. Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, under 
pressure to raise education 
spending, will however, be 
heartened by one result np-to- 
daie books and resources are a 
lower priority than good teach- 
ing facilities and a wide range 
of subjects. Good sports facili- 
ties generally rank very low, as 
less important than flexible op- 
tions for exams. . 


free packs to help you 
start your business. 
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Midland 

The Listening Bank 

Call 0345 40 41 42 


www rnidlandhanLcofii 


Not everyone knows enough about business practice 
to get their fantastic idea up and running, so 
Midland has put together a start-up pack which 
makes setting up on your own a lot less daunting. It 
includes a 30 minute video featuring people who 
successfully launched their own businesses and a 
booklet which teaches you the basic - like writing 
your business proposal and calculating your 
finances. There's also a software package for your PC 
which helps you work out forecasts and projections. 


Calf for details 



or visit a branch 



Foryour free business start-up pack, complete in BUXXCAPnAlS and return the coupon lo: or ait the coupon. 

Midland Bank pic, FREEPOST NWW 1502. Manchester M45 9MZ. 
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Buying a PC 
from Dell won't 


just save you 
trailing round 
the shops. 


Read the specification of the Dell Dimension” 1 XPS 
D266 and were sure you'll agree that by cutting 
out the middleman and buying direct from the 
world s largest direct PC manufacturer* serious savings 
can be made on a serious home system. What's more, 
having saved you so much money - and the hassle 
of fighting your way round the shops, we'll even 
sell you an HP DeskJet 690c printer to go 
with your new system. So call us now. -w* me 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D266 MT 


• ihtfl ramur n processor 2 mmhz | 

• INTEL 440 LX AGPSET 

• 64MB SDRAM jflVvjl 

■ 5i2kb IKTERNAL CACHE 

• 6.4GB ATA-33 HARO DRIVE t 

> STB VELOCITY nYTDiA AGP GRAPHIC CARD 
WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE TC0 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
(15.65* VIEWABLE AREA, TRlNTIROiP 0(1) 

» 3 pa, 1 ISA, 1 Pa/BA SHARED AND 1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 
» 12/Z4X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANCING AG290 SPEAKERS 

> IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3x100 MB CARTRIDGES - 

• MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 

| MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 


penttum-J 


£1,590 (£1,903.50) 


»C. DEIIVEBY S MT 


PRINTER HP DESKJET 690c (INC CABLE) @£159 EX VAT 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS M233a 


> INTEL PENTIUM'' PROCESSOR WITH MMX 01 TECHNOLOGY 233MHZ 

• INTO. 430VX PQSET 

• 32MB SDRAM 

' 512KB PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• 43GB ATA-33 HARD DRIVE 

- INTEGRATED S3 VIR6E DX VIDEO WITH 2MB EDO VIDEO MEMORY 
’ 17* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR (15.9* VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 PCI, 2 ISA, 1 PCI/TSA SHARED EXPANSION SLOTS 
I INTEGRATED 16-BIT sound card and 

AUK LANQNG ACS90 SPEAKERS 
MID SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 
WINDOWS 95 

MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 


£1,159 (£1,397.08) 






To order online 24 hours: www. dell.com/uk 
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Camelot to give extra £1 bn to good causes 



Camelof s chances of retaining 
its National Lottery licence im- 
proved yesterday when it an- 
nounced plans to hand over an 
extra £lbn to good causes by 
2001. 

Announcing half-yearly 
profits of £35m-up lOper cent 
— and donations to good caus- 
es of £696m — up 22 per cent — 
the lottery oigMiiserfeced none 
of the government anger that 


greeted its last half-yearly re- 
sults. Then, there was a public 
outcry when it emerged that 
Camelot’s profits and pay men ts . 
to good causes had fallen, bat 
its directors' had been given 
bonuses of up to 90 per cent of , 
their salaries. They resisted * 
calls to return the money but- 
agreed instead to make secret 
donations to charity Insr month 

Announcing the results. 


Camelot chairman Sir George 
Russell said the new midweek 
draw bad resulted in a sales in- 
crease of 172 per cent. 


of strong performance that wo 
are able to revue our original 
forecast of £9bn raised for the 
good causes to £10bn by the ood 
of onr licence period, provided 


m the gaining market or our 


game devttopment strategy” he 
said. “9fe ... look forward to the 
forthcoming National Lottery 
Reform Bill in the hope that it 
will allow us to continue to op- 
erate in a constructive part- 
nership with the Government 7 ’ 
The BUI, which is expected 
to be published within weeks, 
will attempt to define Labour’s 
commitment to a “not for prof- 
it” Iottexy, which wiU maxim fce 


returns to good causes while 


o — 

remuneration for the operator. 

At talks during the sum- 
mer, Labour pressed Camelot 
to increase its payments to 
good causes by the amount an- 
nounced yesterday by Sir 
George. The fed that it has pub- 
licly committed itself to the 
figure will do its chances no 
harm when the licence comes up 


for renewal in 2001, although of- 
ficials were at pains to point out 

yesterday that Oflot, the tottery 
regulator, and not the Govern- 
ment, will choose the next 
operator. 

Camelot’s . shareholders, 

GTfech, Racal, De La Rue, Cad- 
bury Schweppes and ICL were 
paid an interim dividend of 

mm. 

— Steve Boggan 


0 
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Ireland 
waits on 
rape case 


The Irish cabinet yesterday de- 
bated the country’s renewed 
abortion nightmare amid ex- 
pectations that the Dublin High 
Court may be asked to ap- 
prove a termination for a preg- 
nant rape victim aged 13. 

The latest controversy re- 
sembles the 1992 “X” case 
when a court banned a pregnant 
14-year-old from travelling 
abroad to have an abortion. 
That restriction was later lifted. 

The present giri’s family are 
travellers living in a dilapidat- 
ed caravan in west Dublin with- 
out r unning water. She was 
raped while babysitting for 
friends of her parents 12 weeks 
ago and is now with a foster fam- 
ily. The case is expected to 
come before the High Court 
once psychiatric reports on the 
girl’s state of health are pre- 
pared. The health authority 
needs legal direction before it 
can initiate or fond an abortion. 

TWo referendums in 1992 
guaranteed women's rights to 
travel abroad and obtain abor- 
tion information. A third, 
proposing legal abortion where 
the life of the mother was at 
stake, foiled to win approval. As 
a result the abortion law re- 
mains the 1983 amendment giv- 
ing’ the mother and unborn 
child equal rights to life, a for- 
mula that may lead the High 
Court to block a termination. 

— Akin Murdoch, Dublin 
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School turns to car pools to beat pollution 


Parents with children in som e 
London schools are being 
forced to fill their cars with oth- 
er pupQs in order to bring their 
vehicles to the school gates. 

The scheme was bom of an 
experiment in north London. 
Royal School, a fee-paying pri- 
mary school, had applied to 
Camden council to increase its 
roll from 120 to 153 in 1995. 

However, councillors have 


become concerned of worsen- 
ing pollution outside many 
schools. Mark Gilks. the coun- 
cil’s director of environment, 
said that some schools had five 
times the level of expected pol- 
lution outside their gates. 

Councillors would only ac- 
cept the increase if the number 
of cars coming into school was 
cut by 30 per cent over three 
years. Parents worked with the 


school to come up with school 
runs that would enable one car 
to pick up several children. 

“Home post codes of stu- 
dents identified clusters of ad- 
dresses. The carrying capacity 
of the car was not considered 
because we think that smaller 
cars are more environmentally 
friendly,” said a spokesman for 
the council. 

■ The results have exceeded 


the council’s expectations: In 
just 12 months, the level of traf- 
fic into the school has been re- 
duced by 23 per cent. 
Councillors will vote today on 
a package of radical measures 
- including extending the 
scheme to other north London 
primary and secondary schools. 

School traffic has been long 
recognised as a problem. Not 
only does it “broaden the rush 


hour”, but levels have doubled 
in the past 20 years. The extra 
cars now add up to 20 per cent 
to the peak-time traffic. 

Other schools in the area 
welcomed the initiatives. Mis 
Pam Fitzpatrick, a headmistress 
in Camden, said: “I am in 
favour of cutting back on car 
use. We have about 330 pupils 
here and well over 50 per cent 
come to school by car.” 


‘Blood-stained’ man sought in 
hunt for killer of Kate, 14 




A man, with a possibly blood-stained shirt, was seen running from 
the area where a 14-year-old Devon gixi had her throat slit, it 
was disclosed yesterday. Police believe the sighting could be the 
first break-through in the murder hunt launched after Kate 
Bushell’s body was found by her father in a field last Saturday. 

Kate, who had been taking a dog fora walk, was found 300 
yards from her home on the edge of Exeter in Devon. Her throat 
bad been cut in what the police said was a planned attack. 

Detective Superintendent Mike Stephens told a news con- 
ference yesterday that a man was seen between 730pm and 
7.50pm on Saturday running from fields in the area where Kate’s 
body was found. The man, who ran into a housing estate, was 
about 5ft 1 lin, aged between 30 and 35 and of medium build. 
He bad short brown hair, a moustache and was wearing a blue 
sweatshirt, which the police said had staining on the front that 
could have been blood. His jeans and trainers were muddy. 

The detective also announced that a businessman had of- 
fered a £20,000 reward for the arrest and conviction of the killer. 

— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 


Lottery brings London £bns 


Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, 
yesterday enthused about the National Lottery. It was help- 
ing making London “not just a world city but the world city 
for the new millennium", he said. 

Figures produced by the business campaign group London 
First suggest that Mr Smith’s claim is not so exaggerated. Since 
March 1997, the group has identified an additional £lbn of new 
investment in the cultural, heritage and leisure industries, in- 
creasing the total to £5.6bn. The lottery alone is the trigger for 
more than £2.6bn of investment in London. Beyond this sec- 
tor, some £600m is being spent on an extra 10,000 hotel beds, 
£13bn is likely to go into transport projects by 2004 and bil- 
lions a re going into commercial and residential projects from 
Paddington in the west to Canary Wharf phase 2 in the east. 

However, the survey highlights concerns over skill short- 
ages, underfunding of London Underground, and a fear that 
some developments could be left unfinished because work has 
begun before all the money is secured. Thlco, the east Lon- 
don co mmuni ty organisation, said training was woefully in- 
adequate. “We anticipate east London will need 30,000 
construction workers to cope with the boom but the local TEC 
is funding only 400 places a year,” a spokesperson said. 

— Stephen Goodwin , Heritage Correspondent 


Barclays’ Christmas strike 


Staff at Barclays Bank are to strike on Christmas Eve as part 
of their six-month old dispute over the imposition of a per- 
formance-related pay system. The Banking Insurance and Fi- 
nance Union and UNiFL the Barclays staff union, said they 
expected 20,000 workers to walk out causing “absolute chaos” 
- although management claimed that only 2,000 joined the lasL 
stoppage. Both unions said the Christmas strike would lead 
to a total breakdown of the Bardaycard authorisation service. 

Employees’ leaders said staff were “increasingly frustrated” 
over Barclays' refusal to enter fresh talks and by it replacing a 
25 percent Christinas bonus with a performance-related sum 
payable in ApriL A Barclays spokeswoman said the bank was 
disappointed the unions had decided to strike for a fourth day, 
given the ‘'low level” of support for previous stoppages. 

— Barrie Clement, Labour Editor 
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Cannabis plea by doctors may not save 
this MS sufferer from going to prison 


Elizabeth Ivol, a 
multiple sclerosis 



Numbing down: Elizabeth Ivol says she was ‘amazed at the difference’ cannabis made to the pain from her multiple sclerosis Photograph: Ken Amer 


suffierer » is awaiting 
sentence after being 
found guilty of 
P ossess *ng cannabis. 
Yesterday's move by the 
BMA to encourage 
courts to show 
compassion in such 
cases may have come 
too late to help her, 
reports Jeremy Laurance, 
Health Editor. 

Il is seven years since Elizabeth 
Ivol was diagnosed with mul- 
tiple sclerosis and in that time 
she has tried every treatment, 
orthodox and unorthodox. The 
only one that has brought her 
relief is cannabis. Now that may 
be denied her, too. 

On 2 December she is due 
to be sentenced by the Sberrifs 
court in South Ronaldsay, 
Orkney, where she lives with 
two dogs, after being found 
guilty of growing 27'cannabis 
plants on the windowsills of her 
house. She has been warned to 
expect a jail term, given the 
number of plants. 

The British Medical Asso- 
ciation is supporting patients 
such as Ms Ivol in calling for 
a change in the law to allow de- 
rivatives of cannabis to be 
more widely prescribed and re- 
search on cannabinoid treat- 
ments to go ahead. 

Dr Vivienne Natbanson, 
head of policy, said: “We are 
not calling for the legalisation 
of cannabis. But we do believe 
there is medical evidence that 
cannabinoidsarc helpful to jus- 
tify a change in the Jaw. Until 
then, the courts should be 
aware of the medicinal uses of 
the drug and use their com- 
passion, sympathy and under- 
standing when dealing with 
patients found in possession." 


Six police officers raided the 
home of Ms Ivol, 50, who 
walks with two sticks, last Sep- 
tember. A van was sent later to 
remove the plants. She said: “I 
have tried all the diets, in- 
cluding the crackpot ones, and 
all the drugs. I had bomblc side 
effects after one course of in- 
jections. Three years ago I 
was given some cannabis for 
Christmas. I was so amazed at 
the difference it made I 
thought this had to be it." 

The disease has caused 
numbness which has left most 
of her body without feeling. 
She said: “When I smoked it I 


felt the ground under my feet 
for the first time in years. 1 only 
smoke a miniscule amount - 
enough to ease the pain in my 
spine and restore the feeling 
from my bladder so I know 
when to go to the toilet-" 
“You cannot believe the 
difference it has made to my 
life. It was either cannabis or 
suicide. 1 didn’t keep the plants 
secret, my neighbours watered 
them for me, and I only had so 
many because 1 thought some 
might die. I didn't think the 
court case would come to any- 
thing, seeing my circumstances, 
but I was wrong." 


A report by the BMA's 
Board of Science, Therapeutic 
Uses of Cannab is, published 
yesterday says there is evidence 
the drug can help muscle 
spasm and pain in multiple 
sclerosis patients, nausea in 
patients undergoing 

chemotherapy for cancer, and 
chronic pain in other patients. 
There are also some reports of 
benefits in epilepsy, glaucoma 
(the build up of pressure in the 
eye), as thma., hi gh blood pres- 
sure and the weight loss asso- 
ciated with Aids. 

Heather Ashton, professor 
of clinical psychophannocolo- 


gy at the University of New- 
castle and chief author of the 
report said the priorities for re- 
search should be multiple scle- 
rosis and chronic pain. “The 
present treatments are unsat- 
isfactory. new drugs are badly 
needed and preliminary evi- 
dence suggests cannabis de- 
rivatives might be effective." 

The report did not advocate 
use of the whole cannabis 
plant which could be as dam- 
aging as tobacco, she said. It 
was essential to extract the con- 
stituents of cannabis that con- 
ferred benefit, in the same 
way that morphine had been 


purified from opium, in order 
to establish which were bene- 
ficial. “If you visit any mental 
hospital you will find young pa- 
tients who have gone crazy 
from smoking strong cannabis. 
Unpleasant mood effects are 
common in patients with ill- 
nesses who are using it" 

The Multiple Sclerosis So- 
ciety said some patients had ex- 
perienced benefits from 
cannabis but others had suf- 
fered unpleasant side effects, 
including loss of balance. It 
called for proper clinical trials 
to establish whether cannabis 
derivatives were safe. 


URGENT Save the Children V 

Somalia 
Appeal 
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. Torrential rains are causing catastrophic 
flooding in the main agricultural areas of 
southern Somalia. Already 43 villages ar e 
under water. 1.000 peo ple have died and 
200.000 peonle are in need o f immediate 
emergency assis tance or evacuation. 

The situation is desperate. Thousands of 
children and their families are stranded on 
small areas of high ground. Trapped without 
food or clean water, severe hunger and 
diseases such as maJana and diarrhoea 
are proving a serious threat 

“The floods have ruined everything. 
Crops and food stocks have been totally 
destroyed, homes demolished and the 
: infrastructure wiped out” 

Anne Mulcahy, Save the Children 

Somalia Programme Director. 

Worse is still to come. As the heavy rains 
persist the water levels continue to nse, the 
flooding gets worse and thousands more 
families are finding themselves in danger. . 

The immediate needs are for shelter, food, 
medical assistance and safe water Save 
the Children has been worfdng .n thean^ 



rapidly to the emergency situation. We are 
there now, helping in the crisis, but we will 
still be there after the cameras have gone 
helping children who continue to suffer. 

We desperately need your help now so 
that we can continue to provide relief 
supplies such as plastic sheeting, 
blankets, water containers and chlorine 
for water purification. 

£40 5Q will provide enough plastic 
** " sheeting to shelter a family 


the Children nas dm. - of six from the rains. 

sbkx, 1992 and has been able to respond 
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Piease help. Send a 
donation today to help 
the children of Somalia. 

return to: Dept. 7050424, 
Save the Children, FREEPOST. 

London SE5 8BR. 

Roistered Charity No. 21 3390 
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Money targeted 
at hospitals with 
worst waiting lists 


Three Thames hospitals 
with the longest delays 
in treatment will be the 
first to be targeted 
under a Government 
drive to cut waiting lists. 
Jeremy Laurance says that 
as more patients join the 
queues Labour’s pledge 
to reduce them grows 
more remote. 


Hospital wailing lists rose to a 
record L207.500 in England at 
the end of September, and they 
are likely to get worse before 
they get better, Frank Dobson, 
Secretaiy of State for Health, 
said yesterday. 

Using a favourite metaphor, 
he compared them to a super- 
tanker that had been set in mo- 
tion by the Ibries and would 
take time to stop and turn 
round. “We inherited the high- 
est waiting lists ever in the his- 
tory of the NHS. Our 
commitment to cut them will be 
delivered. It will take time, 
hard work and patience but we 
will get there." 

A sign of the Government’s 
growing anxiety as it sees ooe 
of its key manifesto pledges re- 
ceding - to cut NHS waiting lists 
by 100,000 - came with yester- 
day’s announcement of a “wait- 
ing-list buster" who will oversee 
efforts to bring hospitals with 
the worst records into line. 

Stephen Day, regional di- 
rector of the NHS in the West 
Midlands, is to chair a waiting- 
list action team backed by eight 
regional task forces. Mr Dob- 
son said Mr Day had been se- 
lected for his success in cutting 
waiting lists in his own region 
but h emerged that it had tak- 
en £30m to do it. The team has 
been given £5m to pilot ways of 
cutting the lists nationally but 
further cash will have to come 
from health authorities' own 
budgets. 

Mr Dobson confirmed that 
the manifesto pledge to cut 
100,000 from the waiting lists 


applied to the total at the time 
of the election in May. He said 
the lists had risen by 50,000 
since, leaving the Government 
facing a new target of a 150,000 
cut in the numbers to realise its 
pledge. 

A start would be made by 
clearing the SIS patients who 
have waited over 18 months, in 
breach of the Patient’s Charter 
standards, by the end of next 
March, Mr Dobson said. 

“It is simply unacceptable 
that 800 people have waited 
over 18 months for treatment. 
No one should wait more than 
18 months for treatment and by 
the end of the winter no one 
wiU." he said. 

The number of people wait- 
ing more than 18 months more 
than doubled in the three 
months to September and three 
London hospitals account for 
more than half of them. Mr 
Dobson named them as King's 
Healthcare NHS Trust in south 
London. Mount Vernon and 
Watford NHS trust in Middle- 
sex and Hertfordshire and 
Hammersmith NHS trust in 
west London. He said the 
health authorities covering the 
three trusts had already re- 
ceived a total of £9.4m. “They 
have had targeted financial 
help. Now they will get target- 
ed practical help." 

More gloom came from the 
NHS Confederation yesterday 
which said a survey showed 
more than half of health au- 
thorities expected to end the 
year m debt, despite the extra 
£300m cash injection an- 
nounced last month. 

The British Medical Asso- 
ciation said it was futile to as- 
sume waiting lists could be 
reduced “Mien NHS trusts have 
already been squeezed dry and 
most of them win enter the next 
financial year in debt". But Mr 
Dobson countered that three 
NHS regions had no patients 
waiting more than 1 8 months - 
Northern and Yorkshire, Trent 
and South and West - and that 
they had received the same 
funds as the rest 



Higher than these. 


Provider 

£100,000+ 
gross p.a. 

Woolwich 

6J0% 

Halifax 

7.25% 

Nationwide 

7.30% . 

Britannia 

7.25% 

Abbey National . 

7.05% 


Gates are gras per annum tor hatm» of £100,000 or over. 


Platinum Plus from Affiance & Leicester offers 
sky high interest rates. 

On amounts of £2,500 or more it offers higher 
rates than any other branch based notice account 
from the providers listed above. 

And with our tiered rates of interest, the more 
you invest, the more you earn - right up. to 
7.50% gross p.a. on amounts of £100,000 or 
more. 

So, if you'd like things to start looking up for 
your savings, visit your local Alliance & Leicester 
branch today, or cal! us on 0800 412 214 
for an Information pack, quoting ref. No P59. 
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8/EGYPT KILLINGS 


Son tells of premonition that his parents were doomed 


The families of the six 
British victims of the 
Luxor massacre 
struggled to come to 
terms with their grief 
yesterday, while 
hundreds of tourists cut 
short their holidays to fly 
home to safety. 

Gore Gamer reports. 


An elderly British couple killed 
in the Laxor massacre were 
urged by their son not to go to 
Egyp^ it emerged yesterday. 
Paul Wigham told bow he had 
had a “sixth sense" that his par- 
ents should not take the trip 
down the Nile, but that they had 
not heeded his warnings. Egypt 
was a country they had always 
wanted to visit 

“I felt it was too risky after 
the turmoil,” explained Mr 
Wigham. “I spoke to them at 
length but they seemed to treat 
it as a joke. They seemed to 
think there was more chance of 
being knocked over on the road 
or involved in a plane crash. 
They said it was just the same 
thing in Egypt as over here.” 

George and Ivy Wigham. 
hum Swanley, Kent, had flown 
to Egypt last Friday. Their two- 
week tour of the country was a 



The Temple of Queen Hatshepsut, the site of the massacre, with a bullet hole visible on an adjacent wall (right) 


way of celebrating Mrs 
Wigjhanfs completion of seven 
years of study for an Open 
University degree. 

Paul Wigham, 45, from Col- 
liers Wood, sooth London, said 
his parents, Mr Wigham, 69, a 
production manager and Mrs 


Wigham, 71, a secretary, bad al- 
ways dreamt of going down 
the Nile. “It was quite a ro- 
mantic idea but we don’t know 
if they managed to do ft,” he 
added. Now be is haunted by the 
image of his parents’ final mo- 
'meats. “I just get the same pic- 


tures of my mother and my fa- 
ther having to kneel down while 
someone - machine-gunned 
them to death,” be said. 

The other vic tims were 
Shaunnah Timer, five, her 
mother. Karma, 24,, and Kari- 
na’s mother, Joan, from Rip- 
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Recendy, the BBC's Witch dog programme disclosed some worrying news tor many home owners. 

One of the programme's main findings was that many borrowers pay more than they need to because their lenders 
charge interest for the whole year on the amounc owed at the start of the year, rather dun on the balance as it reduces 
with each payment. 

You'D be pleased to hear then that unlike the majority of lenders. Direct Line calculates interest dafly not annually. 
Combine this saving with a low, standard variable rate and you could save almost £50* per month on an £80.000 
mortgage over 25 years. (As shown in the table.) But that's not ail: 
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• We offer a free valuation^. • There’s no early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
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ring the appropriate number below. As Watchdog revealed, our kind of mortgage takes 
a big bite out of the interest 
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ponden, West Yorkshire, and 
Sylvia Wilder, 26, an air host- 
ess based at Gatwick Airport, 
who held joint British and Bul- 
garian nationality. 

■' Havel companies moved 
swiftly to evacuate surviving 
Britons. A fleet of aircraft flew 
to Egypt in the morning to be- 
gin an airlift of hundreds ofhol- 
kiaymakers in case of further 
attacks. ' . 

The first batch arrived at 
Heathrow at 1230pm. Forty of 
the 100 British pensioners trav- 
elling with Saga Holidays had 
been staying near the scene of 
the massacre in -the popular 
Luxor site. 

: Margaret Goatley, 58, from 
the Isle of Arran, in Scotland, 
described the panic as tourists 
tried to flee the country. 


Photograph - Reuters 


“There was a lot of confu- 
sion; we really didn’t know 
what was going cm. 

“It was really frjgfatening.-We 
packed our bags in less than an 
bourto get ready to come back 
to Cairo off time to catch the 

plane today” 

Tfcny 0%rien, 71, from liiri- 
.erick, Ireland, said on landing: 
“It was a very grim atmosphere 
in Luxor; most people felt vety 
scared and upset. 

“It turned from a stunning 
resort to a battleground and 
none of us knew what was hap- 
pening, it was all so confusing..-' 
No one would want to stay T 
with such danger hanging aver 
them. “But I hope it won’t put 
people off going there, because 
it just wouldn’t be fair on the 
rest of the country.” 


Major travel firms 
cancel 




response- yesterday about 
how hard the terrorist attack 
in Luxor, which claimed lit® 
lives of 58 foreign visitors, 
would hit Egypt’s tourist 

trade. Many flights have been 

cancelled over the next few 
days, bnt the impact in the 
long term is less dear. . 

British travel companies 
are offering clients due to 
travel to Egypt refunds or 
alte rn ative' holidays and sev- 
eral countries are considering 
whether to want tourists 
against travelling there. 

Egypt has become an 
increasingly popular holiday 
destination flmnng Britons, 
with 350,000 travelling there 
last year. Until now, this 
year’s tourist numbers had 
been buoyant, reaching 3.5 
million — up from 3 2. million 
in 1996. However, three 
major British tour operators 
who arrange trips for a large 
share of these tourists have 
^anrpHffH all holiday flights to 
the country over the next 
three days. 

If the tourist figures dip in 
the longer term, the loss of 
revenue will be sorely felt. 
Egypt’s tourist industry has an 

annual turnover of more than 
£2bn, and up to 10 milli on 
people - almost one in six 
Egyptians-depend on foreign 
visitors for their livelihood. 

Thomas Cook Holidays, 
Britain’s largest (our operator, 
said it did not anticipate a 
huge decline in tourist inter- 


est in Egypt Oofy two of its 
140 clients curreatfly in Egypt 
have decided to come home 
and only 50 of its 300 hoB- 

daymakers due to travel there 
before' the end of tht^yeax 
have decided to canqeL-or 
transfer toaadther destination 
following Monday's 

The company is aecegi^ng 
cancellations and transfers 
without charge for all depar- 
tures to Egypt until tte: epd 
of the year. Its next sebediflfed 
departure for the country* a 
NBe Disctweiy tour leaving bn 
Saturday, is going ahead for 
those who still wish to go^al- 
though the itinerary is being 
adapted to comply with For- 
eign Office advix* to tourists 
to avoid the Luxor area.- 

Britain and the United 

States have issued emergency 
advice urging viators to avoid 
areas along the Nile in upper 
Egypt, and Japan has fol- 
lowed suit. 

An employee at the Shin 
Nihon Travel Company, a 
Japanese company which 
arranged tours to Egypt for 
approximately 3,000 tourists 
last year, said many clients 
had called in since the attack 
to cancel trips. 

France’s National Travel 
Agents’ Union (SNAV) said 
in a statement that it recom- 
mended that members sus- 
pend sales of tours to Egypt 
“until further notice”, and 
delay or shift to another hol- 
iday destination packages 
already sold. — Care Gamer 


Th^ young who sing and dance as 
they murder in the name of Islam 


Hosni Mubarak, EgyptV President, . 
yesterday blaitied hts interior - 
minister for the pitiful lack of 
security the site of Monday** • 
massacre of 58 foreign tourists. 

He daimed-the killers were • 
neither Islamic nor Egyptian. But 
Gema'a Isfamiyah (Islamic 
Group), which claimed - 
responsibility, is part of a home- 
grown rebellion that may have 
splintered into more ferocious 
elements. 

If the Egyptians want to understand the 
nature of Monday’s slaughter in the Val- 
ley of the Queens at Luxor, tbey could do 
no better than listen to Rosemarie Dousse, 
the Swiss woman who lay wounded beneath 
the bodies of her countrymen as the six 
kilkre searched for more tourists to mur- 
der. They were very young, she said And 
at one pointed they started dancing and 
singing. Never before in any attack - 
against foreigners or Egyptians- have the 
rebels behaved like this. Never have they 
been particularly young. 

“They made us get down on our knees,” 
Ms Dousse said. “And then they started 
shooting. A man who was very heavy fell 
on me and the lady behind me also covered 
me They shot me in the arm and leg, and 
then they started again shooting those who 
were still alive in the bead.” 

Ms Dousse, with incredible presence of 
mind, smeared the Wood of her dead friends 
over her face and hands so that she should 
also appear dead. Then the gunmen came 
back to look for more wounded to kiD, some 
of them with knives. Yet never have Egypt’s 
“Islamist” rebels so methodically forced 
their victims to kneel, Algerian -style, be- 
fore shooting or stabbing them to death. 

President Mubarak’s reaction wben he 
readied Luxor yesterday was anger but - 
in one respect - wide of the mar k. The 


Itinera, he said, were “murderers and crim- 
“inais who do not belong to Islam or any oth- 
er religion or to the country”. 

Alas for Mr Mubarak, they are Egyp- 
tians. And despite the fuiy of Luxor traders 
-- -depending fortbeir livelihood on tourism 
-who spat on the corpses of the kOIeis when 
Egyptian troops brought them down from 
the hills, the six men who destroyed much 
of Egypt’s tourist industry in 45 minutes 
come from the poverty- belt of the Arab 
world’s largest country. 

With equal predictability, Mr Mubarak 
fired his interior minister. “The area is full 
of tourists and you tell me police are two 
kilometres away. This is a joke of a strat- 
egy "And here the Egyptian president was 
right. Having so often announced the end 
of “terrorism”, Hassan Alfi, the interior 
minister, appears to have believed his 
own boast and failed to ensure that secu- 
rity was maintained. Had he not, after all, 
broken many of the “Gema'a Islamiyah’s” 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


cells? Were not hundreds of its members 
in the massive Tbra prison complex? Had 
not scores confessed and been strung up 
for their crimes - admittedly after electric 
torture at the hands of the police? Indeed 
they had. 

And in September, a series of commu- 
niques came from the dark corridors of the 
Tora complex, appealing for dialogue with 
the government. The most prominent 
Islamist lawyer in Cairo - or at least the 
most prominent since the death of anoth- 
er lawyer in police custody - insisted that 
the “Gema'a” wanted negotiations. 

It was something Mr Alfi had no inter- 
est in. Since his personnel bad infiltrated 


the rebels, the minister watched the 
“Gema'a” fragment New village “emirs" 
took over ceDs of ever-yo unger unemployed 
men, many of them in their middle teens. 
Andfrom the villages came word that these 
new recruits regarded their imprisoned 
elders as traitors. They had been taught that 
they were fighting for God - not for God 
with conditions attached. 

So it is not surprising that Ms Dousse 
noticed the youth of the murderers at Lux- 
or. And their strange behaviour. A sense 
of betrayal can breed fearful deeds - as the 
Algerians know to their cost- and the cold- 
blooded “executions” may well have been 
the result And since some of the most 
ghastly of Algeria’s kfllers are believed to 
be on drugs during their orgies of blood, 
so Egypt's new “Gema'a” teenagers may 
be encouraged to forget their inhibitions. 
Heroin and hashish are perennial problems 
among Egypt’s poor. 

Yesterday morning, a statement from tile 
“Gema'a” was faxed to Reuters news 
agency m Cairo, apparently without the usu- 
al Koranic inscription at the top, cl aiming 
that the Luxor gunmen bad been tiying to 
kidnap the tourists in exchange for Omar 
Abdel Rahman, jailed in the United States 
for bombing conspiracy. 

The police, it said, killed the tourists 
when they confronted the gunmen. It was 
a lie. But it was a statement which surely 
came from the hand of an angry and per- 
haps younger man than usual. Poverty in 
upper Egypt exists in conclave with the 
growing suspicion that government minis- 
ters involved in corruption. After President 
Mubarak’s rebuke, Mr Alfi’s ruthless suc- 
cessor, Habib Ibrahim el-Adli, will now send 
his men in again to make thousands more 
arrests. And the torture rooms wiQ be open 
for business already on the third floor of 
police headquarters in Lazoughly street. 

The repression might even prove to be 
the fire that resolidifies the “Gema’a” 
again in hatred at the government' - w hich 
just might be the cruel reasoning behind 
Monday’s atrocity. 
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Amnesty’s Algeria report 
hits at security services 


women bold a portrait of Itaf Ifian - a female Palestinian prisoner who is on hunger strike in Gaza- during a demonstration by 


ZOO supporters 


Amnesty International yesterday a«xxised 
the international community of an abdi- 
cation of responsibility" towards the Al- 
gerian people. 

The report on Algeria describes the ava- 
ian population as “caught in a spiral of vi- 
olence". It notes that massacres have often 
taken place in close proximity to military 
barracks and security-forces posts. But, 
Amnesty notes in its report, “The array and 
security forces have neves' intervened to stop 
the massacres and the murderers were, in 
each case, allowed to leave undisturbed ” 

Al the veiy least. Amnesty argues, “1 ue 
Algerian authorities are responsible and 
qhrmtd account for the consistent-failure to 
provide protection for the civilian popula- 
tion." In addition. Amnesty talks of the 
“growing concern" that units of the army 
or security forces may have been respon- 
sible for some of the massacres. 

In response to reports by Robert Fisk 
in the Independent (based partly on the tes- 
timony of former Algerian policemen, 

speaking out for the first time), the Algerian 


ambassador to London wrote this month 
to complain of “limited sources of infor- 
mation" and insufficient “corroborating ev- 
idence" for the first-hand accounts. 

Amnesty argues, however, that the Al- 
gerian government has repeatedly failed to 
respond to charges. “Amnesty regrets that 
its requests for talks with the Algerian gov- 
ernment, as well as its substantive com- 
munications, have remained without 
response and that no measures have been 
taken to address its concerns." 

Amnesty concludes its report by noting 
that the international community has 
“shunned its responsibilities in the face of 
a tragedy which frkes place in camera n . The 
UN Human Rights Commission has “care- 
fully avoided addressing the issues of the 
human rights situation in Algeria". 

The European Union and parliament 
have, despite vague declarations con- 
demning violence, “foiled to recognise 
any state responsibility concerning the hu- 
man rights violations". 

— Steve Cmwshaw 
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Britain warns 
of Saddam’s 
timebomb 


Britain warned yesterday 
that Iraq could make a 
small number of 
chemical and biological 
arms ‘in a matter of 
months* if UN inspectors 
were removed. As 
diplomatic efforts to 
solve the crisis escalates, 
Mary Dejevsky finds there 
is still concern in London 
and Washington that 
Baghdad should not be 
let off the hook. 


Britain yesterday took the 
unusual step of releasing an 
intelligence assessment pre- 
pared for the Government on 
the threat from Iraq’s pro- 
grammes to build weapons of 
mass destruction. It said Iraq 
could build missiles capable of 
bitting Israel and Saudi Arabia 
“with little risk of detection” as 
long as it retained the key com- 
ponents, and warned of the 
risks of allowing the United Na- 
tious Special Commission in- 
spectors to be withdrawn. 

“If Unsconx were to be re- 
moved or prevented from op- 
erating for a sustained period, 
Iraq could produce within a 
matter of months a small num- 
ber of chemical or biological 
weapons, including missi les 
warheads,” the assessment said. 

“Provided it still has key 
components - and that is un- 
clear- Iraq could within a few 
months build, with little risk of 
detection, missiles capable of 
hitting Israel and key targets in 
Saudi Arabia." The assessment 
added that any Iraqi attempts 
to produce erode air-delivered 
nuclear devices or chemical 

agents on a large scale would al- 
most certainly be detected, 

The information came as it 
was announced that foreign 
ministers from the five perma- 
nent members of the UN Se- 
curity Council would meet in 
.'Geneva today or tomorrow to 
discuss a possible diplomatic so- 


lution to the dispute with Iraq 
The news of a possible peace 
plan came out of Moscow 
where the Iraqi deputy prime 
minister, Thriq Aziz, had held 
a surprise meeting with the 
Russian foreign minister. 
Yevgeny Primakov. 

The Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein told Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin in a letter that he 
wants a “balanced political so- 
lution** to the crisis with the 
United Nations to help lift UN 
sanctions, Mr Aziz said. 

Mr Primakov, a veteran of 
Gulf politics and the Soviet 
Union's special envoy to the 
region before and during the 
1991 Gulf War, had been 
encouraged by Britain, France 
and by the United States to try 
his hand at a settlement 

This was not how things 
were presented by the Ameri- 
cans. Embarrassed by reports 
that \%shington was open to im- 
proving the terms of Iraq’s “oil- 
fbr-food" arrangement - under 
which Iraq may sell $2bn worth 
of oil every six months to buy 
food and medicine for its pop- 
ulation - US officials stressed 
that compromising with Iraq was 
out of the question and that the 
use of force remained an option. 

Reinforcing the tough pub- 
lic line it has pursued since the 
start, the Pentagon announced 
that it was dispatching more air- 
craft - B52 and FI 17 Stealth 
bombers - to join the 200 or so 
planes already in the region. 

The most likely form of deal 
appeared to include an increase 
in the amount of oil Iraq is per- 
mitted to sell, more dearly de- 
fined conditions for coding 
sanctions, the return of UN in- 
spection teams to Iraq and an 
expansion of Unscom, the UN 
commission overseeing V~~ 
weapons inspections. 

The difficulty for Britain 
and America is that this 
amounts to a climbdown from 
their origbial hardline position 
and would give Iraq much of 
what it wanted when it first 
moved' against American 
weapons inspectors last month. 


Libya in the dock as Berlin 
jisep bombing case opens 


Libya’s days as a terrorist su- 
perpower are being revisited in 
a Berlin court. Eleven years ago 
three people died, including two 
US soldiers, and 200 were in- 


pomifdiious vu. - . 

a Belle discotheque, 

ir servicemen. 

ivs .later President 
Reagan ordered 
>n Tripoli and Beng- 
ofthe US bombs fell 
uuu- Gaddafi’s tent, 

.adopted daughter, 

others died. The tri- 
nipe who was behind 

lombing opened yes- 
' adjourned: prose- 
. t* will he 


it, - 

[ennnnn. 


jyan em- 
and their 
n acces- 
tfcalsoa 



Eter, described as head of the 
Libyan secret service in the 
embassy, is said to have made 
a confession and is expected to 
testify against his alleged ac- 
complices. Aii Ch a n aa, a Ger- 
man citizen of Lebanese origin, 
and Yassir Chraidi, a Palestm- 
iaivare accused of organising 
the attack. Tfao German sisters, 
Andrea Haossler, and . Mr 
Chanaa's ex-wife, Verona, are 
accused of planting the bomb. 

Much evidence has been 

culled from files oftheStasi, the 

former East German secret 
service, which knew such an at- 
tack was- being planned. US 
spies operating in Berlin also 
knew and even leaned on the 
East German authorities to 
forestall it. The suspicion is that 
one of the three male defen- 
dants was a double agent also 
working for the Americans. 

• — frnre Karnes, Bonn 
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The famous Ironbridge is both a legacy of the 
Industrial Revolution and a testament to Telford’s 
unstoppable business success. £2,000 million of public 
and private investment have made it the 
region’s fastest growing town, and GNT, 

England’s largest owner of development 
land has a wide range of prime develop- 
ment sites available here for fast-track sale. 

. But business isn’t the only success story 
in Telford. There's also an excellent 
quality of life, with the South 
Shropshire Hills, Snowdonia 
and the beautiful Welsh coast all in easy 
reach; a wide range of sports and leisure 
facilities; attractive homes in Telford and 
the surrounding villages; arid one of 
Europe’s biggest town parks right 
next to the magnificent Telford 
Shopping Centre. 

Wherever you are 
in Telford, you're no more than lb-minutes from the 
motorway system, with rapid access to key regional 
and national-markets and the region's major airports. 

Talk to CNT or theTelford Development Agency. 
We’re ready to help you find business success here 
in Telford. 


Higfi quality greenfield sites am available faryou to develop the rigfri premises 

far your business: 


ExptMtiMaxmpamsm the quality service and h&-tech seams firm the 
UKandcn^mswiUbeyom-busmessrvi^iboursinTe^jhL 


LOCATIONS MADE FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS. 


GNT SELLS LAND F OR THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS PREMISES IN KEY LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT ENGLAND . 

■ ASK ABOUT: ♦ DEVELOPMENT SI TES. ♦ FAS T -TRACK PLANNING. ♦ CONFIDENTIAL AND COMPREHENSIVE SERVI CE^ 

CALL 01952 293131 FOR DETAILS. 

e-mail; midlands@cnt.org.uk Internee http://www.ait.org.izk 
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Serb lover ‘used sex- 
to control RAF man 


The trial of an RAF 
officer accused of 
murdering his wife was 
told yesterday that he 
neglected military duties 
in Bosnia for his beautiful 
Serbian interpreter. Kim 
Sengupta reports on 
claims of how operations 
were run on her *whim*. 


The Serbian interpreter with a 
UN military observers unit in 
Bosnia “used sex to manipulate 
people”, and Sqn Ldr Nicholas 
Tucker became her "lapdog", a 
court was told yesterday. 

Lt Timothy Stcar. of the 
Royal Marines, who served 
with Sqn Ldr Tucker in former 
Yugoslavia, told the jury that 
military operations were some- 
times decided "on the whim" of 
Dijana Dudukovic. The 44- 
y ear-old officer would go shop- 
ping with her in Zagreb while 
he should have been on patrol. 

Sqn Ldr Tucker, of Hon- 
ningion, Suffolk, is accused of 
murdering his wife Carol, 52. in 
a staged car accident after be- 


coming “infatuated" with Ms 
Dudukovic, 21. He denies the 
charge. 

Lt Stear told Norwich Crown 
Court that while in Bosnia Sqn 
Ldr Tucker was, in his view, “in- 
efficient, unprofessional and 
idle”. He said: “It appeared to 
me he was running around af- 
ter her, fetching and carrying 
beer and food forparties, in ef- 
fect being her lapdog. She ma- 
nipulated him, and treated him 
quite badly." 

David Cox, QC, for the de- 
fence, suggested to Lt Stear that 
Ms Dudukovic “was a good- 
looking woman and attractive to 
men. Nobody could have had 
any illusions about her settling 
down to a cosy long-term rela- 
tionship". Lt Stear responded; 
“What I was aware of sir, was 
that it passed to whoever was in 
charge." 

Lt Stear worked with Sqn 
Ldr Tucker at Sector North in 
Krajna after serving in BQtac. 
The lieutenant told the court* 
that by his actions Sqn Ldr Tick- 
er was "letting the side down". 

He told (he court that while 
Bihac was in the centre of 
fierce fighting life was com- 


paratively much easier in Sec- 
tor North and Sqn Ldr lUcker 
“appeared to be enjoying him- 
self”. He said: “He was unaware 
of an incident when the RAF of- 
ficer had been hijacked by 
masked men in balaclavas.” Lt 
Stear also said that a former op- 
erations officers at Krajna bom 
the Norwegian Army also felt 
that Sqn Ldr Tucker’s actions 
were unprofessional. • 

Asked to comment on an of- 
ficial report by UN bcadquar- . 
ters staff that Sqn Ldr'ffickei’s 
conduct had been "excellent”, 
lieutenant Stear said in the re- 
ports^ “everyone was excellent? 1 . 

Yesterday morning the judge 
and jury went to the scene 
where Sqn Ldr Thcker crashed 
his car at river Lark in Suffolk. 

While there Sqn Ldr Tucker, 
standing in an area of long 
grass next to Lackford Bridge, 
straddling the narrow stretch of 
water, cried and wiped his eyes. 
He had claimed following the 
crash in July 1995 that the fam- 
ily's car had swerved into the 
water when his wife had sud- 
denly gripped the steering 
wheel in order to avoid a herd 
of deer. The case continues. 
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Irvine defiant over 
legal aid shake-up 


The Government yesterday in- 
dicated its determination to 
press ahead with radical plans 
to reduce the legal aid bill de- 
spite widespread hostility from 
lawyers and consumer groups. 

The Lord Chancellor Lord 
Irvine and his junior minister 
Geoff Hoon are said to be 
“firm and resolute” on the 
plans which could cut £30Qm off 
the £l-5bn cost of legal aid. 

They believe much of the op- 
position to the proposals, which 
will phase in the conditional no 
win, no fee system for most civ- 
il damages claims next April, 
comes from solicitors who are 
"addicted to subsidy" in the 
form of legal aid whether they 
win or lose cases. In a Commons 
debate on Friday Mr Hoon will 
signal little compromise on the 
sweeping reforms put forward 
by Lord Irvine last month. 

A senior source in the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department said 
they would be commissioning 
management consultants to 
show how law firms can deal 
with the commercial risks of lit- 
igation. They hope to publish its 
findings early next year when a 
consultation document is issued 


on the wider legal aid plans. 

The source said the message 
from minist ers is that -these 
"fairly radical" plans are "gping 
to happen ... Otherwise there 
will be an assump tion that 
things will not realty change”. 

The toughness of yesterday’s 
comments show the frustration 
of ministers that the perceived 
benefits of their plans have 
been ignored. Removing legal 
aid from most civil damages ac- 
tions could free money for 
more deserving cases, such as 
tenant rfaims against landlords, 
and give more not less access to 
the poor, they claim. 

They insist that solicitors 
should be prepared to bear the 
risk of bringing cases - and 
funding the upfront costs in- 
volved -in the same way as oth- 
er businesses. “Lawyers seem to 
want a situation where every- 
body bears the risk apart from 
themselves," said the source. 

The Law Society said yes- 
terday it was concerned the 
Government wanted to go 
ahead with its “ill-considered 
and ill-thought proposals”. 

— Mkhod Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Business park could create 
15,000 jobs in Ulster 

Plans for a £100m investment in Northern Ireland with the 
potential to create up to 15,000 jobs were unveiled. The largest 
single jobs boost in the history of the province, if success- 
ful, could slash unemployment by nearly 25 per cent 
The Welsh-based investment company TBL which bought 
Belfast International Airport for £ 100m 15 months ago, pro- 
poses developing 190 acres of surplus atrport land into a mas- 
sive mixed-business development. The company proposes 
buOding the UK’s first "call-centre park" of 450,000 square 
feet, offices, aircraft-maintenance hangars, freight, cargo and 
warehousing, business units and a non-food factory outlet 
village. Emphasising the potential for call centres, TBI said 
that in the US more than 40 per cent of all phone calls made 
were into and out through a call centre - in the UK it was 
only 4 per cent 

Vatican urged to open files 

Leading British Jews have appealed to the Vatican to open 
ite wartime files on the Nazis' relations with the Catho lic 
Church. As efforts continue to trace the assets of Holocaust 
victims, Eldred Thbachnik, president of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, said: “So long as as the archives 
remain closed, people’s understanding of those relationships 
wfli be based upon rumour and speculation. It would be a 
matter of lasting regret if the Vatican were unable to assure 
the world as to the truth of its relationships during the Nazi 
era ’ -Louise Jury 

Policeman jailed for assault 

A police man was jailed for six months at the Old Bailey af- 
teT being convicted of kicking a student 20 times on the eve 
of a festival for the homeless. 

Paul Evans, 32, from Stoke Newington police station, north 
London, brought disgrace on himself and shame on his pro- 
fesston, said Judge Graham BoaL The juiy was told he as- 
saulted Ben Swarbridq he was also found guflty of afi&ay,. 
but cleared of other charges of assault, false imprisonment 
and conspiring to pervert the course of justice. Evans will 
be sacked from the police and lose his pension. 

" ioson Bennetfo, Crime Correspondent 

Benny violin nets £49,900 

Jadt Benny s violin, an essential part of the comedian’s act 
in films, television and variety for more than 4Q years, was 
sold for £49,900 at Sotheby’s in London. 
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Major boosts 
Malone's 
circus act 


• Ger nr Malone’s circus 
cam* to Winchester in a 

: bl ff Why yesterday with 
Juhn Major giving his 
Onlookers 

■ have imagined the 

; health minister 

\ ha^ t^morrow’s by- 

ele^> n in the bag. But 
the picture is not .quite 
^ says Fran Abrams. 

■ I LlSa m and ihe chocolate 

are circulating as real- 
ty ' l ? c ^ eure ^ ladies smooth 
tneir already flawless attire. In 
their midst stands Gerry Mal- 
one, a former Toiy health min- 
ister, -dressed in corduroys, a 
blue sweater and a pair of 
green wellies. TTik is life on “the 
knbcjjBr" H amps hire-style. 

MfcMalone - declared loser 
by two votes bn 1 May only to 
wettemthevento 
turned down a biscuit, as he is on 
a diet So far there has been lit- 
tle J9gn.of sceptical questioning 
or hard-edged debate despite an 
earlier “hit” on a mobile home 
park populated by elderly voters 

of a mainly blue-rinse hue. 

Barry Nicholson, the Swan- 
more branch treasurer in whose 
house the biscuits are being 
served, believes Mr Malone can 
win. But he admits the campaign 
has been hit by daims, in his view 
unjustified, that the Liberal De- 
mocrat candidate, Mark Oaten, 
will be more visible locally. 

Mr Malone agrees the issue 
is a major one. “You can gooff 
and be a dustman for a day, but 
you don’t have to be an MP to 
do it,” he says, referring to a re- 
cent publicity stunt by his rival. 

. Back out . into the rain, and 
some real canvassing seems to 
be on the menu. But the first 
stop k at the home of some Tbry 

• L ’S' 



supporters who listen intently 
whfle their candidate explains 
that the electorate has now 
flaked their desire to give the 
Tories a kicking. 

Off down the road again, the 
rest of the party is forced to 
break into an intermittent trot. 

“Come on! crack on! "Mr Mal- 
one cries, and crack on he does. 

A couple of handshakes with 
shopkeepers then off into a pri- 
vate housing estate at a gallop. 

Finally, a challenge: How will 
Geny vote on the age of homo- 
sexual consent? An easy one, this 
- around here there are not too 
many gay rights campaigner* - 
and he fields it easily to receive 

the promise of a vote. Within min- Hair-raising event: John Major talking to customers at a salon in Beckenham, south-east London, during a by-election campaign visit yesterday 
utes, he is disappearing down the 

road in his hattk-bm fer his meet- — — — — * — 

ing wiLh Mr Major. 

The former Prime Minister. 

hot foot from the Beckenham ^ Jr^'- 

by-election, also tomorrow, . 

lunches with the candidate be- 
fore a walk -about in the city cen- !* 

tre. Here, the party’s youth are -■ ■ 

waiting in sweatshirts which ^ 

say: “Winchester needs Gerry * ~~ m m - "" M a 

back ” °i«» mi Maione-s receptions terrible, 

statement m this week's Hamp- m " 

shire Chronicle that he “did noL ktfWA MiBAtltdkBi ld%d%|p r 

need to surround myself with IHIV© anOTlier IOOK 

mincers and spin doctors” their . ___ » 

presence is all more remarkable. IO* illy YQ|#G 

Half way up the high street 

stand a map and a woman plas- 

tered in Liberal Democrat stick- 
ers. bearing a poster which 
reads: “Tory betrayal of Lloyds 
names”. Tony Hockley, Mr Mal- 
one's press officer, throws him- 
self in front of them along with 
a hoard of sweatshirts, scream- 
ing: “Geny back! Gerry back! 

No more silent Liberals.'' 

Mr Malone and Mr Major 
pass by on the other side of the 
road. For a man with a reputa- 
tion as a political bruiser, the 
candidate has done a sterling 
job of avoiding his detractors. 




like I said, 
it's not in here 


Appeal row rocks 
Sleaze’ body 


don't be ridiculous 


Parliament's official 
sleaze investigator was 
yesterday accused of 
. exerting Improper 
influence to block an 
appeal for Neil 
Hamilton. 

Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on the 
Westminster row. 


Ann Widdecombe yesterday 
resigned from the Commons 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee -after denouncing its in- 
vestigation into the 
cash-for-qtiestion affair as a 
: “shambles", and claiming a 
breakdown of trust within the 
- committee. 

-But her protest resignation 
was t later capped by a sensa- 
tional charge made by Quentin 
Davies, another Conservative 
member of the committee. Dis- 
posing the committee’s private 

deliberations, he alleged that Sir 
Gordon Downey, the indepen- 
dent parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, had 
intervened to block any appeal 
ftri Mr Hariiilton, the former 
Tmy MP accused of accepting 
r«ih from Mohamed Al Fayed, 
th^- owner of Hanods. 

>rhe lack of appeal for Mr 
■ Hamilton "was widely de- 
nounced as 3 denial of his fun- 
damental rights of natural 


justice in a Commons debate on 
Monday. Mr Davies told BBC 
radio's World at One yesterday 
“The Commissioner played an 
unfortunate role in this, be- 
cause, though I think it was a 
very good report, be then got 
very upset when it looked as 
though there was a possibility 
of appeal, and his verdict might 
be opened up again. 

“When it came to the 
crunch, he tried to use his in- 
fluence to stop that happening. ( 
That was quite wrong." j 

Miss Widdecombe told The 
Independent she would not crit- 
icise a public official, but she was 
yathhig in her condemnation of 
Robert Sheldon, Labour chair- 
man of the Standards and Priv- 
ileges Committee, who said 
after it issued its report on 6 No- 
vember that the committee had 
voted nftie-nil and that there 
was compelling evidence that 
Mr Hamilton had taken Mr 
Fayed’s money. She said in her 
resignation letter that that was 
“a gross misrepresentation" of 
her view - that the case against 
Mr Hamilton was not proven. 

She told Mr Sheldon: “What 
is at issue is that this experience 
means that in future I would be 
most unwilling to work towards 
compromise or un an i m ity, were 
I to entertain doubts or reser- 
vations about any matter, be- 
cause I could neva 1 besure of the 

formal instruction which would 
later be put on my position -. 



I'm not joking 


you know it never 
leaves the car 



Mileage penalty 
for company cars 

The Chancellor is to target company cam 
as part of a package of “green” taxes in 
a pre-Budget statement next Tbesday. 

As port <rf the Government's attempts 
to dissuade people from using polluting 
vehicles, Gordon Brown will be chang- 
ing the tax system to make the tax on 
company cam more geared to the miles 
business users traveL At present some 
of the 1.6 million business car users get 
a tax discount if they have a high busi- 
ness mileage. That system is to end, and 

business users in fumre wfll pay more for 

higher mileage, while those with low ■ 
mileage will pay less tax. 

The pre-Budget statement wiBbe the 
first time that a Chancellor has opened j 
his Budget box for consultation before 
producing firm proposals. Mr Brown will 
return in tbe spring with firm proposals 
in the Budget, and next week’s package 
will be seen as an attempt to soften up 
public opinion for some potentially un- 
popular tax increases on motorists. 

— CoSn Brown 


like I need reminding 


tapes don't just 
vanish into thin air 




pity. 


Hospital failed bereaved 


~a V *d relatives was so “grotesque- uw n 

■ n upe said yesterday. The University Col 
^Hospitals NHS Trust received six complaints with- 
£2S5 to send proper replies the Commons 

« « after she « 

*“£ .H^Ser-sSrion.ting heal* aad 


SfMft M'Pwfo 


* She wrote tothe bos- 

^ acknowledjwmeflt 


Xt livelihood of il h^oiog 


Panto i Sporting's Greatest Hits. 

1. RDS stereo system. 2. New 85 bhp 16v engine. 3. Alloy wheels. 
4. Driver’s airbag. 5. Power steering. 6. Remote centra! locking. 
7. Improved ride comfort, fl. Electric sunroof. 

Call 0800 71 7000, http^ArwwBat.eo.uk ft or visit your local 
Fiat dealer for more information. 

THE NEW PUNTO SPORTING 16V 




CwhPrtcet 
fan the mad) 

Dci>a«it 

Amount Financed 

36 Monthly 
Payments 

APR 

Total Amount 
Payable 

£7,788.68 

£3,936.68 

£3,852.00 

5107.00 

0% 

£7,788.68 

£13,184.43 

£5,640.43 

£5,544.00 

£154.00 

0% 

£11,184.43 


Alternatively you can use Fiat’s unique Flexible Easiplan. 

DRIVEN BY PASSION 


CAS EHOvVM FV\T HJNT':. 5PCWWG f>T ON TH* f£#b (WITH fCTAlU: I'ANTJ, t?RICE NOUOB £L2Cl K 1 * TO EEALES, MftfiBl PWfE, WT AfC 12 MONTHS ROAD HAD LICENCE WE S CDHSCT AT TEC Ot GOff-IG TO BBSS IRI0S7 OK fWANCEQB» ski*. vjur-, 

TKfVt* AWWE «C*CMR5U*enOSWlA AOWwns MUOZKBvmmtK REQURmwnwquOIXnCW*^ 
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12/WORLD NEWS 


|SV |«BI«4 


Master tactician’s 
blunder thwarts 

Russian progress 




The champion of Russia^ reforms, 
Anatoly Chubais, is caught in a 
corruption scandal. Unlike most 
Kremlin intrigues, this one 
threatens to derail the country 
from its path to change. PhU Reeves 
reports from Moscow. 


Whatever the outcome of Russia’s latest 
scandakdu jour, one fact is dean the coun- 
try’s transition towards a Western-style 
economy will now be even slower and more 
tortured. All this, thanks to an astonishing 
blunder by a man who was meant to be a 
master tactidan: Anatoly Chubais. 

A week ago Mr Chubais was in an en- 
viably strong position in the Kre mlin 
Working with another young reformer, 
Boris Nemtsov, he was the strongest of the 
fractious forces behind Boris Yeltsin. Few 
outside the country cared that be is detested 
by most Russians, who see him as a gingery 
Rasputin who gave away the nation’s rich- 
es. To Western eyes, be was a hard-head- 
ed whiz-kid who could save the Russian 
economy by forcing the old guard to accept 
a realistic budget and tax reforms. Time and 
again, international investors and diplomats 
cited his presence as a reason far optimism. 
Now the balloon has burst. 

Even if he retaios his job as First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Fi- 
nance, Mr Chubais's position has been dras- 
tically weakened. Anxious not to dent 
international confidence, Boris Yeltsin re- 
fused his offer to resign last weekend, but 
many on- lookers believe that he cannot stay 
on for long. Parliament's dominant Com- 
munists are threatening to refuse to pass 
the crucial 1998 budget unless they receive 
his scalp. True, Mr Yeltsin reacts badly to 
ultimatums, yet his minister's long term fu- 
ture looks grim. 

“Before Chubais had a reliable team 
and the full support of the president He 
now lacks both," said Alexander Bevz, head 
of the Civil Society Foundation in Moscow. 
“I think he will be made a scapegoat and 


that he has three months at mod.” Hie' 
cause of his demise is surprisingly paltry, 
given the vast sums of money which rou- 
tinely cross his desk. He received $90,000 
as an alleged advance for an unpublished 
economics book &om a company controlled 
by one of the main beneficiaries of sever- 
al big state sell-offe. Four co-authors, all 
once in government, also received similar ly 
suspicious payments. Three were fired 
lastweek; one had already been sadsed over 
an earlier scandal Their departure has 
blown a big hole in Mr Chubais’s team, and 
an equally large hole in his credibility. 

Mr Chubais. 42, was never a white-hat- 
ted hero. Rumours have long circulated 
about his finances. His credentials as a de- 
mocrat or a liberal are scanty - as he proved 
by masterminding Boris Yeltsin’s unprin- 
cipled election campaign last year. But the 
latest revelations supply the first really dam- 
aging evidence against him. Corruption is 
one of the biggest blights of the Russian 
economy; combating it is supposed to be 
central to his brief. 

In many ways, Mr Chubais's mistake was 
not so much greed or stupidity as under- 
estimating his enemies. He gunned for his 
rival Boris Berezovsky, a billionaire tycoon 
sacked from Russia's Security Council last 
month. U nlike most of Mr Chubais's ene- 
mies, the businessman was well equipped 
to reply in kind; he owns newspapers and 
a television station. Armed with some 
“kompromat" {compromising material) 
revenge was easy. 

For Russia, the Chubais affair is untimely. 
There have been signs that Russia could 
soon register its first annual growth since ■ 
Soviet times, {foreign investment was pick- 
ing up; even the gloomier tea-leaf gazers 
were be ginning to concede that Russia’s for- 
tunes may at last be turnin g. “This has un- 
dermined all hope for economic growth next 
year.” said Alexander Piontkovsky, head of 
a Moscow think-tank, the Centre for Strate- 
gic Studies. He believes that the flight of for- 
eign investors from the Russian market is 
now inevitable. For now, the mood is once 
again bleak and wintry. 



A police diver carrying a victim out of the Yamuna river in New Defiil yesterday after a school bus crashed lading 27 children. 
Sixty were also injured when the bus with up to HO children on board skidded and plunged 30ft into the waterPhomgraph: AP 


Murder hunt 
suspect seizes 
envoy’s family 


Kohl’s Christian Democrats catch up on pink politics 


The Ge rman Christian Democ- 
rats, self-declared champions of 
the family, are about to embark 
on the path trodden by their op- 
ponents. Eveiy party but Helmut 
KohTs own has a homosemal sec- 
tion. Now, a group of gay CDU 
activists are also planning to 
come out. 

“There are many examples of 
gays losing their party mandates 
when they are discovered to be 
homosexual” said Lais Luttich, 
one of the organisers of Gay 
Christian Democrats. 

Representatives of five of 
Ge rman y’s 16ihfcrheld their in- 


augural meeting at the weekend. 
A national congress, involving gay 
Christian Democrats from every 
region, is planned for next March. 
Most of the group, like Mr Lut- 
tich, have held high-ranking 
posts in the-CDlTs youth wing, 
and saw their careers broken be- 
cause of their sexuality. They are 
united by thegoal of raising the 
profile of gays in the party by 
campaigning for greater toler- 
ance. 

: “It must be possible for some- 
one to say T am homosexual’ 
without the danger of suffering 
dg c rhmn ation,” MrLuttich said. 


There are, he adds, many promi- 
nent gays in the top echelons of 
the party who do not dare to 
come out because of the fear of 
repercussions. Several of them 
work in the CbanceQar's miner ar- 
derMr Kohl professes not to 

care, so Ton g a*; hk colfeagnes are 

loyal and do their jobs property. 

The rest of the party is not so 
tolerant, however. The grass 
roots are vehemently opposed to 
gay liberation, and have scup- 
pered all attempts to allow ho- 
mosexuals to adopt children. 

The partyis also burdened by 
a history of persecution, which 


gay activists say stems directly 
from Nazi practices. Next Feb- 
ruary, Mr Luttich and his friends 
plan to hold a seminar about the 
“gay Holocaust”. In order to 
draw attention to parallels be- 
tween the treatment of Jews and 
homosexuals, this meeting wiQ be 
held at the villa in Wannsee 
where the plan for the Final So- 
lution was hatched. - 

Christian Democrat-led gov- 
ernments kept tire notorious 
Nazi law in force until the Sev- 
enties, resulting hr 100,000 pros- 
ecutions and 50,000 convictions. 

• — Imre Karacs, Bonn 


A murder suspect sought ip a 
six-month manhunt took a 
South African embassy offiaal 
and bis famfly hostage in a sub- 
urban Taipei house last night 

Mce had surrounded Oiai 

Cbln-hsing, in the house -in a 
mountainous area of tbe-lhi- 
wanese c apdal. Chen wsswant-. 
ed in connection with . the; 
kidnap and murder of a teenage 
girl and the murder of a plas^ 
tic surgeon and two muses. 

Colonel EGM Alexander, 
the mili tary attache at the South. 
African High Comuussion, was 
brought out of the house,' ap-V 
patently wounded in the shoul- 
der. “Just g et my wife “d 
family out of there," be shout- 
ed. 

His oldest daughter, 
Melanie, 22, was brought out on 
a stretcher with what appeared 
to be a gunshot wound, bat an- 
other daughter, his wife and an 
unidentified infant were still in- 
side, police said, as the stand- 
off continued into the early 
morning hours. 

Doctors at Yang Ming Gen- 
eral Hospital in Taipei said Col 
Alexander and his eldest daugh- 
ter were in stable condition. 

A man H anning to be Cben 
spoke to Thiwan Television by 
telephone, saying he was 
“forced” into taking the 
hostages to fight for the inno- 
cence of his friends and relatives 
now being held by police in con- 
nection with the earlier kidnap 
and murder. 

Chen is the last survivor 
among three men suspected of 
kidnapping and murdering Pai 
Hsiao-yen, the 17-year-old 
daughter of one of Taiwan’s 
most popular entertainers, in 
April 

Chen is also suspected of 
breaking into homes around 
Taipei and raping several 
women. 

— AP, Taipei 
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MINOLTA 


The only APS compact 
that makes sure your memories 
will never be distant ones. 


LTnlike any other Advanced Photo System 
compact, the Vectis 40 has an amazing 30-120mm 
4x zoom range. The equivalent of 38- 150mm in a 
conventional 35mm camera. 

So, however far away your subject, the Vectis 40 
will get you in closer than any other APS compact. 

[Si And because it has an extra-large viewfinder 
(a third larger than conventional compacts), with 
dioptre adjustment, you’ll also be able to dearly sec 
what you’re taking (something especially useful for 
chose who wear spcctades). 

EO And no matter what you take, you can rest 
assured it’ll always be in focus. Thanks to the 40’s 
‘Passive Auto focusing’ and unique 6 element 6 group 
lens, which allows it to accurately pinpoint any 
subject. Even at 120mm telephoto. 

So, no bridge too far for the Vectis 40. Or 
weather too foul for that matter. 

a Even if it rains, the Vectis 40 will continue 
to shine, because it’s ‘Splashproof, so nothing need 
dampen your enthusiasm for taking great pictures. 

Quite the opposite. With the Vectis 40 there’s a 
whole array of technological wonders to help you get 
more from your pictures than ever before. Simply and 
easily. Right from the word go. 

EB Open the film chamber, drop in the film 
and off you go. Ready to start shooting. 

S And what you shoot, will dictate which of 
the Vectis 40’s three photo formats you choose: *H\ 
format for big pictures, ‘P’ format or ‘Panoramic’, for 
a wide one (the sort that proves you’ve been to the 
Sahara and not Morecambe Bay) or *C’ format for 
portraits or more general pictures. 



Any APS compact will give you a 30mm lens. 



Some APS compacts will give you a 60mm zoom lens. 



Now, select ‘Amo Mode’ and 
leave all die technical bits up to tbe Vectis 40. «t§ 

Safe in the knowledge that, no matter what you 
shoot, it will rum our just fine. 

S9 If, however, you wane to be that litdc 
bit more adventurous and creative, switch over 
to ‘Subject Program Selection’ where you can 
choose exactly the right mode to fit your mood: 
‘Portrait’, ‘Close-Up’, ‘Night Portrait’ or perhaps 
‘Landscapc/Night View’. 

S3 And with the Vectis 40 there’s no need to 
be afraid of the dark. Because the Vectis 40 ’s advanced 
built-in Auto Flash gives you: ‘Zoom Flash* which 
works in synch with the lens when you’re zooming, 
‘Soft Flash’ to keep flesh tones looking like flesh tones 
(not flash tones) and ‘Manual Fill-Flash 1 , to eliminate 
dark shadows that may fall across your subject in 
daylight conditions. 

And you can even separate your subjects by 
using different rolls of film. With ‘Mid-Roll Change’, 
changing films is as easy as 



4L> 


The splashproof Vectis 40. 



Vectis 10 



Vectis 20 


nr~\* 

Unique zoom lens rir rign 

lAJ^' 


The better ones will even give you a 100mm zoom lens. 



changing your mind. 

So if you're keen to UJ^' l£ 
record beaming family pictures on one roll (the cheese 
roll?) and have other subjects covered on other rolls, 
you can. Or if you want to use a different film speed 
say, you can do chat too. 

^3 In fact you’ll find that you can do all 
number of things, like ordering up any number of 
copies of a picture. 

So if you are taking a family group shot and 
everyone in it wants a copy, simply set the print count 
on the camera, and when the film is developed you 


will have precisely the number of prints you asked for, 
automatically. 

However, should Uncle Ted’s ‘syrup’ blow off 
at the crucial moment, then you can cancel that print 
just as easily. 

fS9 And with ‘Date and Time 
Imprinting’ on the back of each print, 
everyone will know exactly when the 
picture was taken. 

HJ Not only that, by selecting 
one of over 30 pre-set messages, you can 
even print a suitable tide on the back of 
each photograph. 

Impressed? You will be, we 
believe, when you get your first prints 
back, which courtesy of the new 
Advanced Photo System, will also 
include an Index Prim displaying all the 
shots you've taken in one. 

In fact, for just £349.99, you’ll 
find that taking great photographs with 
the Vectis 40 is virtually inevitable. 

And those disappointing ones, just a distant 
memory. 




Flli 


Vectis 25 



Vectis 30 



Vectis 40 


veCt/s 


Only die Vectis 40 gives yon a 120mm zoom lens. 


Only from the mind of Minolta. 


The Vectis 40 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System Cameras from £69.99 to £ 499.99. Minolta (UK) Ltd Precedent Drive Rookslcy Milton Keynes MK13 8HF. 
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Bargains galore as 

era ^ awns for 

Paris’s finest hotel 


The entire contents of 
one of the world’s most 
celebrated hotels, the 
George V in Paris, go up 

for ^rtton this week and 
next The 10,000 lots 
range from a bed used 
by the Rolling Stones to 
Mari «ne Dietrich’s 
dressing-table. John 

joined the throng 
bidding for a scrap of 
modern Parisian history. 


Everything must go, down to the 
last commissioiiaire's peaked 
cap; down to the last crested 
champagne bucket. 

If you want a hotel mini-bar 
with the George V insignia, 
there is still time: there are 200 
of them on offer for about £70 
each. “They still work.” an auc- 
tioneer’s assistant whispered 
to one potential buyer, “but they 
are excessivemeni dimodi 
(hopelessly out-of-date)." 

That was the problem with 
the George V. Only 72 years 
old, and an art nouveau temple 
for the fashionable and famous 
in its day, h had become exces- 
sivement dimodi. Its new own- 
er, Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin 
Abdulaziz A1 Saud, nephew of 
King Fahd, derided last month 
to rip everything out and start 
again. He paid £90m for the ho- 
tel, just off the C hamps Elys&s, 
and plans to spend £30m on its 
restoration. 

The entire contents of the 
old George V, except for a few 
celebrated tapestries, are on sale 
to the highest bidder. There are 
10.000 lots and 25,000 individ- 


ual items, scores of them asso- 
ciated with names who stayed 
at the hotel. There was a 300m 
queue over the weekend to 
y* ew the most prestigious ob- 
jects, and hundreds of people 
packed into the first evening of 
the sale on Monday night. 

Anything with the George V 
crest, or a connection with a 
celebrity, however tenuous, was 
knocked down for an inflated 
price. A pair of snot-coloured 
Staffordshire porcelain dogs, 
which once stood in Greta Gar- 
bo’s room? £4,500. A pair of 
boring watercolours which had 
been on the wall of the suite 
where Jimmy Carter stayed? 
£450. The dressing-table from 
the room Marlene Dietrich 
used to block-book for years at 
a time? £1,200. 

The double bed in which the 
Rolling Stones slept (all of 
them?) went for £4,300, with the 
rest of the furniture of suite 315 
thrown in. The small table on 
which (allegedly) “Paul Getty 
signed his cheques” fetched 
£500. There was much excite- 
ment about a marble post-box 
which stood in the lobby and 
which, according to Jacques 
Tajan, the auctioneer, “was only 
ever used for love-letters". It 
went for £1.200. A mobile 
cheese-table, capable of 
“warming the cheeses - a great 
curiosity" fetched £1,600. 

The only item which did 
not sell was a walk-in safe, in- 
stalled in 1930. It would cost 
£10,000 to remove from the ho- 
tel. Mr Tajan said. It failed to 
reach its guide price of £2,000. 
Perhaps the saddest lot of all 
was the first item in the sale, the 
blue-and-gold flag which flew 
atop the George Vfor 70 years. 

It went to a French dealer for 


£450. A new George V will open 
next autumn, with a gym, swim- 
ming-pool and bigger rooms, 
each equipped with a fax ma- 
chine, personal computer and 
an Internet connection. Hie 
rooms will, doubtless, have 
mini-bars which arc not exces- 
avement dimodi. 

The George -V will take its 
place again in the from rank of 
Parisian hotels, able to charge 
£300 a night for the cheapest 
rooms (instead of £200 or less). 
But what price character? 
Witching the first night of the 
auction, it felt as if the Hfitel 
George V was selling off its 
soul. 



Blockbuster: Auctioneer 
Jacques Tajan with some of 
the ftimfture that was 
offered for sale by the 
George V before the 
celebrated Paris hotel 
closed for a GOm 
renovation after its 
purchase by a member of 
the Saudi Arabian royal 
family. It wiH reopen for 
business next autumn. 

Photograph: AFP 




the very freshest technology from the world’s top component makers 


instead of a ready-built machine that’s been gathering dust in a 


An Intel Pentium II 



warehouse. Also, with most PCs, we’ll install only the 


Microsoft programs you require, rather than 


processor without 


bundling your system with a set software package. 


Gateway? 



L 



G233MSE. 


company that began on a farm (12 years 


ago in the American Midwest), Gateway knows a thing or two about 


Detail from Antoine CoypePs Susanna accused of animals. So you can take it from us, the Intel Pentium II processor 

adultery Photograph: Bridgeman Art Library 


■Inlel 233MHz Pentium* D Processor 

■ 32MB SDRAM, (expandable to 384MB) 
■512KL2 Cache 

■3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 
■Mitsumi 12X min/24X max 120ms CD-ROM 
■43GB 10ms Ultra A3A Hard Drive 

■ STB* WVixfia Riva 128-Bit AGP 3D Graphics 
Accelerator, w/ 4MB SCRAM 

■ Eosooiq* WavetaNe 32-Bit PCI Sound Card 

■ Altec* Lansing ACS41 7W Speakers 


17" GystalScan" 028dp Monitor* 

ATX Desktop Case 

Microsoft* Windows* 95 105 Keyboard 
MS* Windows 95, MS InteOiMoose'* 
McAfee Anti- Virus Software 
MS Home Essentials 
3 Year Limited Whnanty 


£1299 

(£1560.40 inc. VAT & Delivery) 


P 1*3 tip parades is a powerful beast, offering sharper graphics, clearer sound and all round 

hidden treasures faster performance : — provided it’s connected to the right components. 


If you’d like to know more about 


what Gateway can build for 


Madrid’s Prado Museum has 
. cleared out its attic to make 
10 new rooms devoted to 
works rarely or never exhib- 
ited before. The loft exten- 
■ aero that opened to the public 
yesterday contains works by 
Goya, Tiepolo, Canova and 
Mengs- and some important 
British artists - long buried 
in the vaults of Europe’s 
finest art collection. 

The display of 171 paint- 
ings, sketches and sculptures 
-marts “the first consistent ex- 
hibition of the Prado’s col- 
lection of ISth-centnry 
European art evermouu ted" 
the director, Fernando 
■Checa, said. It includes the 

museum's most, recent ac- 
quisition, The Witches, by 
Goya, and his equally ar- 

Testmg Duchess of Alba with 

her Chaperon. ; : - 

-i. The works are delayed 
»a specially low-Hl circular 

chamber amid more than 30 
Qoya sketches. that explore 
the artist’s vision of night- 
Mares, witchcraft and igno- 
rance. The sketches, shown 
for the first time for decades, 
irilf be on view far only two 
norths a year because of 
iieir fragile state. 

The attic rooms, for years 
Bed as repair workshop 
ujd storage rooms, have ted 
heir ceilings lifted by a me- 

re and are lit by filtered nat- 

iral light, augmented by 
arts. “But we can turn me 

pots down when the sun 
hb&’Vsaid a spokesman as 
1 in tarir apology for un- 
haracteristically gloomy 
fcles- Pcipeliing the gloom. 


however, was a joyous col- 
lection of court paintings 
whose luminous intensity is 
the result of restoration that 
most of them underwent in 
preparation for this exhibi- 
tion. The works, sensuous 
country scenes by Boucher 
and Watteau, magnificent 
court portraits by Mengs and 
a shinning Susanna accused 
of adultery by Antoine Cqypel 
mark the transition from the 
Habsbuig to the Bourbon dy- 
nasties following the War of 
the Spanish Succession, 
which ended in 1713. 

-These rooms are more 


To help yon reap the Pentium II processor’s full potential, we’d like to 


you, with a Pentium II 


discuss your requirements. Then, when you’re ready, we’ll build you 


your own, individual machine using only the highest standard 


Like hitching 


components. (If you don’t believe us, check the computer mag 


reviews.) The system pictured here is just an example of 


a thoroughbred 



another, 


intimate in scale than the rest 
of the museum and echo the 
style of Spanish pahues erf the 
time, with geometric marble 
tiled floors and eau-de-Nil 
walls, adorned with objects 
and furniture. 

.. Rathe first time, the mu- 
seum offers explanatory in- 
formation oh the labels 
identifying each work, “as 
part of our educational effort 
directed at the broad range 
of visitors that the museum 
attracts,” Mr Cbeca said. 

More difficult to under- 
stand, given this confident 
first step towards the mil- 
lennium, is the authorities’ 
lackadaisical approach to ur- 
gently needed expansion. 
The Culture Minister, Es- 
peranza Aguirre, who last 
year annulled a massively 
trumpeted - international 


what we can make for you, and you’re welcome to 


to a donkey cart 


change its configuration, although doing so will affect 


the cost. ; And speaking of payment, you’ll find 




The launch by 
Dev Lymirn of the new 
i BBC CD-ROM "Result ' tales place 
on Wednesday 19th November in 
Uhe Coven t Garden Showroom 
The Showroom will be closed to 
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of the submissions was suit- 
able, last week announced yet 
another / . contest. 

: — Elizabeth Nash t Madrid 
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Setting targets for 
tomorrow’s world 


A book to bo published 
next week says Britain 
must cut fossil fuel use 
by 90 per cent and make 
huge reductions m its 
consumption of other 
natural resources, for 
the sake of the planet 
and ail its people. Nicholas 
Schoon, Environment 
Correspondent, looks 
forward to Tomorrow's 

World/ 

If the Earth's entire population 
midway through the next cen- 
tury were to live as we in Britain 
do today, humanity would need 
about seven extra planets. Eight 
earths could provide our natural 
resources quickly enough, along 
with the capacity to assimila te 
all our wastes and pollution 
without critical environmental 
degradation. 

So, says the book commis- 
sioned by Friends of the Earth 
UK, we need to make drastic 
cutbacks by 2050- to allow oth- 
ers in poorer, developing coun- 
tries their fair share of planetary 
resources and to bring already 
stressed life-support systems 
back within safety margins. 

As well as an 88 per cent cut 
in the United Kingdom's fossil 
fuel use, we ought to use 73 per 
cent less timber, 15 per cent less 
water, and cut our consumption 
of aluminium, steel and ce- 


ment by mare than 70 per cent 
Wi should halve our use of rock, 
sand and gravel by 2050 and 
eliminate the chlorine we use, 
mostly m the chemicals and 
plastics industry. 

“Imagine a city enclosed in 
an enormous, impenetrable 
transparent dome,” the book 
says. “It would not be long be- 
fore the accumulation of wastes 
and depletion of resources with- 
init made life kifnkaablfr or na- 
possible. The entire planet is 
within such a ‘glass bobble’ - 
there is a growing realisation 
that increasing population and 
increasing consumption are 
p ushing at the limits of what 
Earth can take.” 


Nest they allocated Britain a 
share based purely on the 
of its population and not its rel- 
ative wealth. Then they calcu- 
lated how much the UK would 
have to cut its consumption 


already visible around the world 
as water shortages, loss of soil 
fertility, dwindling fish stocks 
and rising temperatures caused 
by a build-up of greenhouse gas- 
es. In the next century, the 
threats wiQ be much greater. 

A quarter century ago, it was 
thought humanity would SOOn 
nm out of basic, non-renewable 
resources fike aQ and metals due 
to the rapid growth in popula- 
tion and industrialisation. Now 
the dangers are seen as over- 
whelming nature’s ability to 
absorb pollution, and using 
renewable resources like wood 
at a rate far beyond what can be 
sustained. 

The authors estimated what 
the global consumption limits 
should be for key resources. 


how that might be done. 

The limits they came up 
with are mostly extremely rough 
and ready, because the science 
and economics of calculating 
jus what punishment the earth 
can take are in their early in- 
fancy. Much depends on what 
degree of despoliation is re- 
garded as tolerable, and what 
techniques axe used to exploit 
natural resources. 

Vfeter is the only resource 
they treat as purely nafioral- ah 
the others can and are freely 
traded around the world. The 
book proposes a 15 per cent cut 
in the total quantity the water 
coaqxtnies take, eating the strain 
on rivers and wetlands and giv- 
ing some safety margin against 
declines in rainfall caused by 

man-made dimate chnngp 

The book accepts bringing 
about these changes will mean 
huge changes in attitudes, busi- 
ness and in government in 
Britain and internationally. A 
start must be made now. But, in 
the real world, it seems most 
likely lb at we will carry cm with 
business as usual. 
O'Jbmorrow’s Mjrtd, by Duncan 
McLaren, Simon Bullock and 
Nusrat Yousuf, published by 
Earthscan; £12.95. 


How much do we need for the good life? 

Number of planets needed to setam current global consumption in 2050 
d an countries consumed as Britan does now 


Annual UK total Sustainability 
coBsnmptiofi now target for 2050 
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Prescott’s 

global 

mission 


The Deputy Prime Minister, 
John Prescott, tomorrow be- 
gins his second round the 
world voyage inside a month,, 
searching for a breakthro ug h 
in the deadlocked global 
wa nning negotiations. 

He will fly to India, Japan, 
New Zealand and Aust ralia 
talking to prime ministers, 
their deputies and environ- 
ment ministers, before the 
LQ^lay dhnfltf. change sum- 1 
toil in Kyoto, Japan, which 
begins in undo' a fortnight.. 

Yesterday, Mr Prescott 
told journalists that countries 
were still deeply divided on 
how far they should cut their 
rising emissions of the gases 
which cause climate change, 
chiefly carbon dioxide from 
burning fossil fads. But sane, 
issues overwhich there could 
be agreement were beginning 
to emerge. 

The European Union was 
still holding out for all devel- 
oped countries to commit to 
cutting their emissions by 15 
per cent by 2010, said Mr 
ftesoott. Secretary of State for 
the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions. But the 
United States wants only to 
stabilise its dimate pollution 
at the 1990 level by 2010. 

The developed, industri- 
alised states are also divided 
over what the developing na- 
tions should commit them- 
selves to. ft)or countries, such 
as Tnrita and fTiina, are hos- 
tile to demands that they 
should take action when the 
rich. Western nations which 
have produced the great bulk 
of greenhouse gases to date, 
seem reluctant to act. 

Michael Meacher, envi- 
ronment minister, reiterated 
Labour’s irmnifestn pledge 
that Britain would cut its car- 
bon dioxide emissions by 20 
per cent by 2010. It would 
mean “a more discriminato- 
ry use of care””, he said. 

— Nicholas Schoon 
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to foxn cold: Francesco Campanaro with tvro hedgehogs at St TTggywWdek animat hospital, Ayiedxwy Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Wildlife becomes casualty of the 
latest shift in weather patterns 


#i 


The hottest November 
day in more than a ' 
century was followed 
yesterday by torrential • 
downpours, prompting 
flood warnings across 
the South-west of . 
England. Louise Jury looks 
at the impact of the 
latest blip on the . 
weather front. 


The Environment Agency 
issued flood alerts on 16 stretch- 
es of river in Somerset, Dorset, 
Devon and Cornwall yester- 
day as the skies opened. About 
60mm of ram fell in the far west 
of En glan d in 24 hours. 

The sudden downpours 


came after the Scottish High- 
lands recorded thehottest tem- 
perature anywhere in the 
British Isles for the second half 
of November since 1895. 

The temperature in Aultbea. 
in the VSfester Ross region of the 
Highlands reached 18:8C 
(65.8F) on Monday, beating 
the previous record of. 18.7C 
(65.6F) set in Croydon, south 
Ijind on, earlier the pimp day. 

Eddie Graham, of PA 
WeatheiCentre, said: “This is a 
pretty impressive record to 
break.” And in those parts of 
the country unaffected by rain, 
the strangely mild weather 
could continue for some days. 
It has been caused by warm air 
sweeping across the Atlantic 
from warmer places like the 
Azores and Bermuda. 


The normal temperature for 
this time of year ranges from 7C 
(45F) in Scotland to up to 15C 
(59F) on foe sooth coast of Eng- 
land. The warm spell is the lat- 
est weather novelty in a year 
which saw an Easter heatwave 
followed by snow in May and a 
variable summer. 

■ Hedgehogs are among the 
wildlife left suffering by the sud- 
den shifts The Hedgehog 
Preservation Society has 
reported hundreds of baby 
hedgehogs around at the mo- 
ment because of the knock-on 
effects of the unusual weather. 

Anne Jenkins, a spokes- 
woman for the preservation so- 
ciety, said there were always 
some “autumn orphans” - 
hedgehogs abandoned.as their 
parents hibernated and too 


small to survive the winter 
themselves. 

But the strange weather has 
caused havoc to the breeding 
patterns. Many of the first lit- 
ters were killed by the cold spell 
in May. Hedgehogs went on to 
breed again, with second litters 
coming as late as September. 
The result was many tiny babies 
now. “The seasons have really 
interfered,” Mrs Jenkins said. 

The baby hedgehogs, the 
aw of a grapefruit when half 
grown, had no chance of putting 
on enough weight to be able to 
survive without human help. 

However, Mrs Jenkins said 
if they were given a dry card- 
board box home and fed - dog 
or cat food, crushed digestives 
or muesli were all ideal - they 
migh t live. 
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fresh pre-packed lamb joint at Sainsbuiy s. 

• OFFER BHDS ZC MQVEMBKR 1 S»i. ALSO AVAILABLE At BAIHSBURVS BAVACBHTRE6. 

HOT applicable — 1 3BS£5«5S— - your www.Batn.buryB.co.ulc 


wmm 

How’s this for speed? On average, Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutes? 

In fact we're so confident of our service that if we don’t reach you within the 
hour, you can claim £10 back. 

How's this for cost? Cover starts from only £29.50 + per annum. 

That’s faster and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can't beat us. So join us. 

POST TODAY - NO STAMP NEEDED 

GREEN FLAG. Freepost. Leeds, West Yorkshire LS99 <GF Please send me further information about 
Name IMp/Mps/Miss/MsI ADMbess 



IN7K03 
GREEN FLAG. 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

*Vmhwi Item oiawmw ulstaetton mstaWKn 

rentes IIWH *» tor runiwAis p.nm.,nl nssinoa, Cm ivgwtMji niton 31 / 7/07 -w* to j. to, ^ £li 



c> IJS&\ 















t 


4G million hits. 

Even Pete Sampras couldn’t cope with that 
But the website for Roland Garros 97did 
Designed by IBM, the site was 
conceived using scalable technology 
to anticipate massive traffic peaks. 


FACT 


The cost of processing a traditional 
airline ticket is about £5. The cost of 
processing an e-ticket is around 62p. 
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Can you have too many customers? 
Actually, yes. if your Web site has 
the technology to handle only 4 million 
visitors aud 8 million turn up, yon 
can lose a lot of potential customers 
forever. Which is why scalability 
is a major issue. Scalability is simply 
the ability to let your website grow to 
handle more visitors, more complicated 
services, and intense traffic peaks. 
AH IBM servers have built-in scalability. 



Finally, a security standard for Internet 
transactions you can bank on. SET (Secure 
Electronic Thmsactiofi*) Is the standard for 
payment card transactions on the Internet. 
Developed in cooperation with VISA and 
MasterCard, SET is a watertight protocol 
using digital certificates to authenticate 
every party involved In every transaction. 

The customer's credit card details are 
encrypted and enclosed in a secure digital 
TenvelopeT which can wily be opened by the 
Issuhg credit company. 
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fl It’s happening all around you. 

me sses of all shapes and sizes, of every 
Ascription, are becoming e-businesses. 

- V Elfi^mc businesses. Using the Internet to find 

■ “T ? fomerS ’ doiD S bus “ ess - new and better ways. 
, A recent survey indicates that more than 80% of 

: El “° pe ? retail ^“Panies are either running e-business 
: projects or plan to do so. 

e-biusiness is the futere of commerce. 

f . TeDS of ^sands of businesses, maybe including 
| yours, are adding www addresses to their regular 
I addresses. But what does this change? 

It depends. An information-only website, little more 
. than a glorified brochure, is hardly going to set your 
\ sa ^ es % ures on fire. The serious players are already 
selling stuff over the Internet. Companies love the 
-^economics of it, customers love the convenience. 

Clearly, e-business is taking off. IBM’s role lies in 
helping businesses do it profitably. 

A study by the Meta Group predicts that goods 
purchased on-line worldwide will grow from £6 billion 


for specific customer segments. It can also 
gather valuable and meaningful information from every 
order to form the basis of marketing statistics. The sole 
distributor of Shimano bicycle components in Italy, MIC, 
uses Net Commerce to link 4,000 retailers and share 
marketing information. 

Who’s milking the e-business cash cow today? 

Travel is the Web’s biggest business sector, 
accounting for 50% of all business on the Internet The 
industry generated $1 billion in revenue last year through 
80,000 travel-themed Web sites. 

But the profit motive is drawing all sectors towards 
e-business solutions; on-line commerce generally offers 
4% higher margins. Consider this: an Internet order 
costs 66% less to process than a phone order, and a 
website can rqake sales 24 hours a day. Arguably, you 
could bring your prices down while pushing customer 
service standards up. And still make more money. 

IBM is helping thousands of businesses across 
every industry to become successful e-businesses. Here 
are just a few real life examples. 




as well without 


last year to oyer £120 billion by the millenium. Less 

i 

obvious, but with greater potential, is the market for 

t 

buimess-to-business e-commerce. PC Week predicts 

: -j \ . 

thsi. goods purchased on-line by businesses will grow 
from £4:8 billion last year to over£198 billion by 2002. 
If) So where does that leave your business? How can 
V yo i hope to grab your slice of the action? 

It’s time to add {e} to your busin ss. 

f ine, consumer shopping is the most obvious 
*s opportunity. To get there means setting up 

isiness to handle transactions. Safely. 

n cybercustomers need reassurance before 

ad credit card details over the Net.) 

>s why IBM, working in collaboration with 
d MasterCard helped establish the SET” 
3ectronic Transactions) standard for Internet 
d security. It’s also why IBM developed 
nere e as the world’s first merchant server 

SET 1-0. 

bommeree allow J<™ <»»P“T “ 
directly from J»w wkaite. It lot. you 
^ product line, cm. taflor puseutmiou 


Case Study 1: French wholesaler Supervox is. 

f 

servicing trade customers on the Web. This 
"electronic catalogue” is expected to generate 
annual turnover of £4.8 million. 

Case Study 2: We helped the Swiss Railways 
build one of the first on-line rail ticket sales 
services. Customers can book and safely pay for 
tickets from anywhere. 

Case Study 3: We helped merchants from the 
Principality of Monaco create a cybermall, offering an 
exclusive rang** of luxury goods to a worldwide market. 
The simple truth is, there are as many possibilities 
with e-business as there are businesses. 

Whatever the task, we’re making e-business work 
for our customers." 

Open 24 hours: www.ibm.com/e-business 

The IBM Web site has plenty of e-business tales to 
tell. And, we trust, plenty of useful insights. 

Take a look, log on often and keep up with the 
latest IBM e-business solutions. Or discuss your 
needs with us on 0800 675 675, quoting IB1. . 

The future of.your business starts here. -mL 



e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Court in the act of writing 


London’s Royal Court is 
not only home to the 
best of new British 
writing, it’s now playing 
host to all of Europe too. 
Foul Taylor outlines the 
cordial intent behind the 
New European Writers’ 
Season. 


It has passed into theatrical 
mythology that it took a British 
production (at the National 
Theatre) to alert Broadway to 
the existence and merits of 
Angels in America, a play that 
the US now recognises as a con- 
temporary classic of its indige- 
nous stage. Tony Kushner’s 
epic bad at least been com- 
posed on home ground, 
though, and it had had a San 
Francisco premiere. What 
Britain gave it was the level of 
recognition it deserved, superb 
production values and a high 
profile. 

Now compare the case of 
the young Spanish dramatist. 
David Planell, whose comedy 
Bazaar is about to be produced 
as part of the Royal Court's am- 
bitious New European Writers’ 
Season ( a season which opens 
tonight with a French play, 
Christophe Pellet’s One More 
Wasted Year). When Planeli 
first came to the Cburt's annual 
International Summer School 
in 1995, he had never written 
a piece for theatre. let alone had 
one staged. 

His background was in tele- 
vision, where one of his deeply 
unenviable hack jobs was 
choosing the clips and writing 
the linking material fora Span- 
ish Jeremy Beadle on a You 
Have Been Framed-type series. 
It is the farcical desire to re- 
shoot fake footage of a real-life 
bike accident (and so clean up 
on the two million pesetas 


prize money for winning clips) 
that animates Bazaar , a very 
funny three-hander about the 
hazards of cultural integration, 
featuring two of Madrid's Mo- 
roccan immigrant community 
and a white- trash Sp aniar d 

This first piece for the stage 
has recently garnered the Best 
Comedy Award in Spain, 
played a 2,000-seater theatre 
there and gone on a major tour. 
But that sequences, in feet, de- 
ceptive. The Court bad already 
programmed John Gifford’s 
translation into its 97/S season 
before PlanelTs play was picked 
up in Spain and it is safe to say 

that Bazaar would not exist in 
the form it does - or with its 
zingy, heightened speech 
rhythms - if its author had not 
attended that Summer School 
or if the Cburt, in the past four 
years, had not set up its care- 
ful network of foreign-ex- 
change programmes (the 
longest of which is with the 
Deutsches Theater, Berlin). 

PlanelTs piece illustrates, 
therefore, a key feature of this 
season (which includes, as well 
as three full productions, pro- 
grammes of rehearsed readings 
and context-providing semi- 
nars). The main items are not 
the result of some European 
shopping spree, raiding the 
foreign supermarkets of their 
established best buys. They are 
the result of sustained devel- 
opment work by the Court it- 
self. 

The International Summer 
School began in the lean, mean 
Eighties as a way - and people 
are pretty frank about this- of 
making easy money for the 
cash-strapped Court Like one 
of those well-heeled EFL col- 
leges that bask in the lucrative 
shadow of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, the students then were 
mostly rich American kids. In 
the past few years, though, un- 
der Elyse Dodgson, the earth- 


mother-like head of the Court’s 
international department, and 
with new financial inpat from 
the British Council, die School 
has become a thriving place 
where aspiring writers and di- 
rector frxsn countries that have 
no new-writing culture to speak 

of can come into dose wo rking 

couLact with a culture specifi- 
cally devoted to developing 
new work. 

listening to the enthusiasts 
of this scheme and of the var- 
ious two-way exchange pro- 
grammes, you sometimes feel 
that it wpuld take the nave fis- 
tic pen of a David Lodge to do 
justice to the whole thing. 
There are stories of Elyse 
Dodgson and the Court’s artis- 
tic director, Stephen Daldxy, 
having to fie down together on 
the floor of the taxi that was 
smuggling them across the bor- 
der between Israel and Pales- 
tine — surely the only time 
anyone has ever traversed the 
border in quite that posture in 
search of new writing. 

There are tales of Third 
World participants having fits 
when treated to their first dose 
of good old stage-depicted ho- 
mosexuality. And many stu- 
dents, you reckon, leave the 
course knowing the meaning of 
“rumpy pumpy" in more than 
one language. Some cross-fer- 
tilisings of the cultural type can 
also make you smile. Comin g 
from a poetic, non-character-kd 
playwriting scene, David Planell 
found his voice by listening to 
vibrant Anglo-American voices 
like that of Jez (Mojo) Butter- 
worth. But be also fell under the 
spell of Nigel Williams, whose 
ill-fated Harry and Me he is cur- 
rently tr anslating into Sp anish. 
You wonder whether the Court 
should have this last on its con- 
science rather than on its list of 
proud achievements. 

The New European Writers’ 
Season and the work and phi- 


losophy behind it are fraught 
with risks and difficulties. But 
having had access to this year’s 
scripts and talked to some of the 
participants, I'm convinced that 
. it is precisely because it is er- 
ploratoiy and full of open- 
ended opportunity - and 
unsure of success - that it is 
worth doing. The whole ques- 1 
tion of how cultures per- 
ceive/misperceive and 
present/misrepresent each oth- 
er is thrown right on to the cen- 
tre of the table. 

How, for example, do you 
communicate to an English 
• audience a play like Dea Le- 
ber's Stranger's House, which in 
the original is written mostly in 
the subjunctive, wrapping the 
events in a strange hypotheti- 
cah'ty, and in Hocb-Deutsch, for 
which there is no equivalent lin- 
guistic register? Does the mere 
' feet of lumping writers togeth- 
er in national categories, like 
some Olympic swimming team, 
make us too ready to spot pre- 
occupations in than we have al- 
ready decided are 
representative? For example, is 
Stmnger's House quite as quin- . 
(essentially “about the guilt of 
the survivor 0 as we would like 
to think? 

Graham Whybrow, the 
Court’s literary manager, is 
persuasive that you can’t pre- . 
maturely abstract new plays 
from the theatrical and politi- 
cal context that gave them their 
first lease of life. Hence the val- 
ue of exchange programmes 
which enable people to see 
the production aesthetics you 
could never deduce from the 
page. He cites the work of 
Christoph Marthaler (whose 
Murx and Stunde Null have 
since been seen at LIFT) as an 
exciting demonstration that 
you can create a stark, com- 
pelling piece of theatre without 
needing a play. 

Just how different a the- 




Writes of passage? 
Christophe FeHetti 'One 
Mon Wasted Year* opens 
the Royal Court'S New 
European Writers^ 

Season tonight ? 

■ Photograph: Geraint Lewis • 


er "tight quail, pondering how 


atrical culture can be was 
brought home to. me when I 
spent a few days in Berlin re- 
cently, meeting, among others, 
two of the young playwrights 
whose work will be performed 
in the Goethe Institute-spon- 
sored series of rehearsed read- 
ings that are part of the Court 


season. Simone Schneider’s 
Malaria presents a future-shock 
vision of Berlin, where the ' 
noise from the ubiquitous, braid- 
ing sites that haveshot up since' - 
Unification is driving the rats 
into panicked overbreeding. a 
Focusing bn a couple of pom- . 
loving ne'er-dowells who have 


a corpse in the freezer, Oliver 
Bukowskfs Bis Denver (ren- 
dered by David Spencer as Ja- 
maica) is an extr a ord in arily 
pungent splurge of language. 
halfEast German demotic^ half 
invented; that makes James 
Kelman . sound .like Jane 
Ansten. Eveua bilingual speak- 


lifce “Wfer a shite-hcap a shaped 
up shit wat sum pisshead blew 
life inter” back into the original. 

One telling feature of our „ 
threie-corhered meeting was ^, 
that. the, two German play- 
wrights .clearly weren’t ac- 
. quairited neariy as well as two 
equivalent English . dramatists 
would be: they spent a fair bit \ 
of time arguing with each oth- j 
a about the best strategy for i 
im p rovin g a theatrical land- 
scape where a dramatist is ex- 
pected; to hand over a play to 

the egp of the director and then 
effectively vanish; where there's 
no meeting place for play- 
wrights; where (despite the 
fact that there’s no separation 
in Germany between publish- 
er and agent) there isn’t a cul- 
ture of reading plays in book 
form and thus extending their^. 
influence; and where audi^y! 
euces, reared on the latest in- 
terpretation of the classes, will 
tend to ask of a new play not 
“What is it about?” but “How 
was it done?” 

For various reasons too 
complicated to go into here. 
Schneider and her Theater 
Neuen TJrps group argue for se- 
cession. Bukowski .for prag- 
matic collaboration. They will 
be able to continue that dia- 
logue in December when, in 
what is a tribute to the current 
season and the philosophy be- 
hind it, they will meet again at 
the Royal Court. 

Booking: 0171-565 5000 


Mold and cast are both in good Hands 


As ex-RSC director 
Terry Hands boldly 
launches his new Theatr 
Cfwyd company with 
four new productions in 
as many days t Jeffrey 
Wainwright hails a new 
Welsh national theatre 
in the making. 

One sometimes hears tell of a 
strain of jaundice afflicting re- 
gional theatre directors which 
takes the form of a fixed belief 
that actors can only be seduced 
beyond the circumference of 
0171 when they are in such a 
state of penury that their mobile 
phones are about to be repos- 
sessed. Even then they would 
play Lear or Cleopatra for three 
weeks max, all passed in mor- 
tal terror of missing the chance 
of a voice-over for Tweets. 

Terry' Hands is dearly not 
susceptible to this ague, for, hav- 
ing taken over the directorship 
of Theatr Clwyd, he has 
planned an inaugural season 


that stretches to invisibility cur- 
rent conceptions of the art of 
possible casting. He has gath- 
ered a cast of 24 actors in Mold 
to mount four initial stagings - 
all given their national openings 
last week - to be followed in the 
New Year by a new Christmas 
show and two further produo 
tions: a rare revival of David 
Rudkin's memorable Afore 
Night Come, and a new play. 
These will all run in repertory 
throughout next spring. 

It is not difficult to see that 
Hands is reviving the halcyon 
spirit of the RSC in this enter- 
prise - a long-standing compa- 
ny of actors engaged in a variety 
of work which they can contin- 
ue to develop, instead of having 
to stop just as they axe reaching 
their potential. For the regular 
audience, there is that now rare 
but inestimable pleasure of see- 
ing actors in utterly different 
roles within a few nights. And 
the actors get to live in Mold, 
which has hills and parking. 

The Rape of the Fair Country 
is a shrewd inclusion in the first 


wave. Adapted here by one of 
the company members, Manon 
Eames, the: fete Alexander 
CordelTs tale of iron and blood 
set in the newly industrialising 
cauldron of South Whies is a 
company show that strikes 
some strong bass strings for its 
audience. It is directed by the 
theatre's new associate director, 
Tim Baker, and the style owes 
a good deal to the contempo- 
rary model of novel adaptation 
where the narrative voice is 
tossed swiftly among the char- 
acters, and not a little to the 
marching-in to- tbe-footlights 
stir of Les Misimbles. 

But the powerful story of 
Iestyn Mortimer’s initiation 
from the age of nine into the 
brutal world of the early iron 
foundries is forcefully and mov- 
ingly told. There is unexpected 
complexity, too, in the Mor- 
timer family’s split attitudes to 
their labour, with the patriar- 
chal Dada (a bravura perform- 
ance from Ifan Huw Dafydd) 
carrying machismo into maso- 
chism in his faithfulness to his 



Horse play: Theatr Clwyd’s ‘Equus* 


.masters .and the work ethic, 
i.- while - Jus ^ughtEc ^h^fydd. 

iStoiMafkl^^'^ecracular - 
v set is damrnafedby a tramway 
gantry which is the ate arid em- 
blem of the workers’ suffering, 
"• and Nick Beadle lights it with 
thelividflare of the ironworks. 

Yet the most inspiriting as- 
pect of tite show is that Rhys 
.. Miles Thomas, aS Iestyn, not 
. only delivers a characterisation 
of quick-footed charm, energy 
and poignancy from child to 
. . man, but seeins to embody the 
whole company effort in his 
performance. It is not often that 
one sees an actor; so palpably 
lifted and inspired as he is by 
the end of the evening. 

Impressive work- by yet 
younger actors helps distinguish 
Teriy Hands's_own production 
of Peter Shaffer’s Equus. Oliv- 
er Ryan is in his first professional 
season; he begins Iris portrayal 

of the disturbed boy who has just 
blinded several horses, and 
whose defiant alienation is ex- 
pressed by shrieking advertising 


jnigies; asihougli be is feeing an 
ddesfl’t quite 

tain this feycL, but thcit, becaus6 
of -th& essentially recapitulate^ 
iy nature of the play, whibh seeks" . 
to -show how be came to this; 
pitch, die character doesrTt Have 
much scope to move- forward. 
But in their love scene he and 
SiwanMiorris - another assured 
and distinctive debutant 
achieve an edgy and believable 
tenderness. The older head 
here is the distinguished silver 
of Frank Grimes, as the boy's 
psychiatrist. He has the unen- 
viable task of carrying' mucirbf . 
the play’s addressed narration - 
a La sk Shaffer wisely delegated 
to secondary characters in 
Amadeus - as well as its 
philosophising. There is barely 
space to register his own disso- 
lution as welt but Grimes 'man- 
ages all this with darity. 

However, the main attraction 
of Equus remains the sheer 
theatricality of its horrifying 
central image and of the mimed 
presence of the horses them- 
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Just £39.95 inc p&p 

If you've ever struggled to dean the stair carpet 
vacuum deener, you'll know how tiring 
The mains powered 'Hardy* hand-Jjelii^s^B^ 
makes this sometimes awesome 
powerful 250 watt motor with high 
makes short shrift of the same 
you'd normally remove with yow uppp. wa 
dog hairs - and without aB the 
Supplied with 25ft of power cDri^d^g 
comprehensive accessory tot, 
perfect around the office or car/^)N^ 

working up a 

using the extension tubes i 
crevice tool provided. 

The 'Hardy 1 from Dirt Devil 
offers real convenience and 
power in yotv hands and is 
available to readers for just 
£39.95 including delivery and 
free wall mounting bracket 
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Playing to full houses by the seaside 


In the week in which the 
Royal Shakespeare . 
Company announced a 
£1 ,6m deficit. A/ten Saddler 
assesses the cost- 
effectiveness of the 
company’s new 
Plymouth residency. 


With less than two weeks to go 
of the RSCs first Plymouth res- 
idency, it’s dear that the season 
hasbeenanoulstaxidingaKxess. 
Ticket sales at the Theatre 
Royal are up on the same pe- 
riod last year, when the theatre 
was presenting what is known 
as “popular fore”. Ninety per 
cent attendance figures are re- 
ported for studio, shows in The 
Drum and at the custom-built 
new space created within the . 
Pavilions leisure centre complex. 
Tbtal audiences for the RSC res- 
idency to date number 39,000, 
mostly coming from the Ply- 
mouth region, but with a 
healthy 5 per cent coming from 
as fer as Wolverhampton and 
even Stockholm. 

Roughly one in 14 Plymouth 
citizens have seen an RSC per- 
formance this season - an amaz- 
ing response from a low-wage, 


high-un employment region with 
problems of geography and ac- 
cess. Theatre-going is not made 
easy in the South-west when the 
curtain comes down, there is no 
public transport out of Ply- 
mouth. It is as if the City Fathers 
have closed the gates and called 
a 730pm curfew. And yet Ply- 
mouth boasts the best-attended 
regional theatre in the country. 

The RSC's declared aim 
that nobody should be more 
than 45 minutes away from one 
of its productions is hardly fea- 
sible for people living in Pen- 
zance or Falmouth, and yet 
theatre-goers from the far West 
have driven the hundred miles. 
And enthusiasts from Barn- 
staple and Bideford have 
tacked across Exmoor and 
Dartmoor to get to the RSG 

It’s perhaps all the more re- 
markable, given the short his- 
tory of theatre in Plymouth. 
Twenty-one years ago, when 
the RSC began its Newcastle 
residency, there was no theatre 
in Plymouth - though there was 
a Plymouth Theatre Company, 
a shoestring operation (funded 
by the council and South West 
Arts) which performed in 
school halls, drill hails and oth- 
er adhoc spaces. When the 
idea of huQding a new theatre 


was first mooted, it was fierce- 
ly resisted in the Council Cham- 
ber, and only received the nod 
by a whisker. A barrage of anti- 

theatre propaganda continued 
while the building took place. 

Plymouth is no strainer to the 
Bard. The Theatre Royal 
opened in 1 982 with Fteter Dew’s 
production of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream : it has played 
host to Michael Bogdanov's 
marathon Henrys (three plays in 
one day) and to a highly exper- 
imental Tempest by Anthony 
Quayte’s Compass Theatre, with 
Sir Anthony as a world-weary 
Prosper©. But it has not been im- 
mersed in the Bard, until now. 

Of the RSC’s offerings, 
77i<? Merry Wives of Windsor, 
starring Leslie Phillips and 
Susannah York, has been the 
star attraction, with Much Ado 
and Hamlet following dose 
behind. But there have also 
been 80 per cent audiences for 
Cymbdine, while other difficult 
plays such as Camino Real 
and Little Eyolf, in the new 
Pavilions theatre, have had 
healthy support. Audiences 
speak of the quality of Adrian 
Noble's production. “TUrgid, ” 
said one of Ibsen's Liule Eyolf, 
“but wonderfully executed.” 

For an Arts Council-funded 


theatre to be hosting the Arts 
Cbuncfl-funded RSC is piling 
subsidy on subsidy. The top seat 
price in Plymouth is £24 (it’s£30 
in Newcastle). But, without 
the subsidy, Lhe price would be 
nearly three times as high. Giv- 


en that the RSC’s Plymouth res- 
idency offers many in he 
South-west our only chance to 
see this “national” theatre at 
first hand, let’s hope the con- 
pany’s deficit doesn't stop it 
coining back next year. 
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V/in the full set of MGM Bond Films and a 
Sony SLVE220 Video Recorder 
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Do not miss this one opportunity 
to win the full collection of seven- 
teen films, all featuring the infa- 
mous breath-taking stunts, deadly 
weapons and sexy women - all 
unique to Bond, James Bond - the 
most famous secret agent in the 
world. 

We have one set to win which 
includes; On Her Majesty's Secret 
Service; For Yoor Eyes Only: 
Octopnsqy; A View to a KID; The 
Living Daylights; Licence to Kilt 
Thnmtertalfc The Mon With The 
Gpkhan Gun; The Spy Who Loved 
Me Diamonds Are Forever; You 
Only Live TWiee; GoldGngen 
Moon raker; From Russia With 
Live and Let Die Dr No and 

Goldeneye. 

With this prize comes a top of die 
range Sony SLVE220 Video 

Recorder - including multi-band 
remote control ancT Video + to 
name just a few of its features. 


lb enter this 

dial 0930 564 007, answer 
following question on line L 
your name and foil address : 
Which dm saw Pierce Brasuai 
debat as Bond. 
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selves. Hands, who has also de- 
signed the fighting. and'Mark 
Bailey empty the large stage to 
'place the action on a raked disc 
on which varying circles and rec- 
; tangles of fight are focused 
frqmabove. The white “horses’" 
are eJevated on to stainless steel 
buskins and their borees" heads 
framed of the same mateoaL It 
is an austere but wonderful use 
of the space, and shows off the 
‘ play’s strengths to perfection. 

These are earfy days, bat the 
immediate impact made by 
these shows (Abigail’s Party 
and Entertaining Mr Sloane are 
playing in the theatre’s smaller 
space) is hugely encouraging. 
Under Tfcny Hands’s dircbtion 
here is a theatre not resgned ^ 
to putting on a this-theiythat ^ 
series, but forging a long-ferm 
body of work as a company Al- 
ready it looks like a national 
company for Whies, and if the 
promise can be fulfilled, h will 
be a beacon to British theatre 
at large. 

Tickets: 01352 758323 
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something, and fabulous in her fashion 
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s^Tbreasted glitter jacket, £741, and black satin paJazzo pants, 086, both by Pearce Fionda, from Selfridges, 
■;*. . Oxford Street, London Wl (enquiries, 0171-609 6470) 

Photographer. Andrew lamb. StyBsc Charlie Harrington. Hair and make-up: Helen Bannon at Mandy Coakky 


Beige-and -cream-striped top, £99; caramel-coloured textured trousers, £129, both by Episode, 172 
Regent Street, London Wl, Fenwicks, New Bond Street, London Wl, and stores nationwide 
(enquiries, 0171-439 3561); striped cardigan, £119, by Fenn Wright and Manson, from Fenwicks, as 
before; buttermilk trouser socks, £3.95 by Hue, from major department stores nationwide 
(enquiries, 0171-436 4091); tan suede loafers, £95.50, by Russell and Bromley, 24-25 New Bond 
Street, London Wl, and stores nationwide (enquiries, 0171-629 6903) 


Jan de Vllleneuve is 54. 
She was a cover girl in 
the Seventies and looks 
great today. We took 
her through the 
collections of some 
British designers who 
make clothes for women 
rather than girls. 

Jan deVffleneuve turned up for 
our shoot wearing a long black 
jacket and matching trouseis by 
Agn&s B, a plain white T-shirt 
and apairof Converse trainers. 
She looks as cool and modern 
as her 18- and 22-year-old 
daughters. Now that she’s in her 
Cities, she still has the attitude 
that anything goes. 

From the rail of clothes in 
the studio, we chose two relaxed 
looks for day by Nicole fiarhi 
and Episode; a versatile and 
easy-to-wear black dress by 
Betty Jackson; and for evenings 
a glamorous tailored jacket 
and palazzo pants by Pearce 
FondaThe Nicole Harhi suit 
and scarf were closest to her 
own personal style, and she 
loved the drama of the Betty 
Jackson dress, with its free 
panel tying at the shoulder. The 
power-shouldered jacket by 
Pearce Honda was perhaps 
most out of character to her 
own relaxed style. “It’s funny to 
see these shoulder pads com- 
ing back in. But as you get old- 
er, you tend to wear things that 
are more comfortable.’' 






Grey trousers, £199, and jacket, 
£449; dusky pink, beaded camisole, 
£199, grey chiffon beaded scarf; 
£149, salmon bead-trimmed 
cardigan, all by Nicole Farhi, 158 
New Bond Street, London Wl, 
(enquiries, 0171-499 8368) 


Black jersey dress, £286, by Betty 
Jackson, 311 Brampton Road, 
London SW3 (enquiries, 0171-589 
7884); black satin shoes, £269, by 
Michel Perry, available at Pied a 
Terre, 31 Old Bond Street, 
London Wl 


Vivienne Westwood is 56, but don’t let that worry you 


irty per cent of the 
ift population are 50 
id over. As fashion 
signers increasingly 
ncentrate on youth, 

wmen In their prime 
e quietly perfecting 
rirpwn style, 
trine Boersma watches 
cmey, taste and 
zturity in magical 
mb* nation. 


Anne Boersma was 60 this 
year. She is a grandmother, and 
a svelte size 12. Her retirement 

has meant that she can exercise 

regularly, and she feels com- 
fortable with her own personal 
style. 

In 1992, she purchased the 
essential Pucci legging in Italy. 
In 1994, she wore “the great 
white shirt”. This year, she is 
commissioning her personal 
dressmaker to create an 
aubergine velvet lounge suit. 

Based in Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire, Anne enjoys 
trips to health farms and regul- 
arly shops in Leeds and Lon- 
don. London has Whistles and 
Betty Jackson; Leeds brings 
Harvey Nichols. 

Anne has always enjoyed 
fashion, but.as she gels older. 

■ - Mntunf nr ft lift With 






clothes that aren’t exactly right 
“In the Fifties and Sixties I 
loved buying clothes - Audrey 


Elizabeth Thylor Cleopatra. 
make-up. I wanted items that 
v^reamiriureofsophistxanoa 

and fon. 1 had a green ^xhis 

in die Fifties and dressed to be 

noticed in k Elizabeth Taylor 

jsstfll arojemodd. 

•Tl’s 30 much easier for 
older women to look good now 

- 1 used fo think my mother was 


old at 301 I lost some interest 
in fashion as my children were 
growing up, but then I started 
to borrow my daughter’s 
clothes from Warehouse. I'm 
lucky to be able to afford de- 
signer, dothes now, and a dress- 
maker. As far as shopping is 
concerned, I really love 
Whistles.” 

Undoubtedly, loyal older 
customers now have more 
money to spend on fashion 
than ever before. Saga Services 
conducted a survey among its 
extensive customer database 
of people aged over 50. Ac- 
cording to Phil Loney, sales and 
marketing director- 

“The ‘Grey Market’ is one 
of the most rapidly growing sec- 
tors.. The UK has an ageing 
population: 18 million people 
. aged over 50, currently repre- . 
searing 40 per cent of the adult 
population. 

By the year 2021 the num- 
ber of people in this age group 
will have risen to 233 million 
- 47 per cent of the adult pop- 
ulation, Therefore, they are 
an extremetylmportant group, 
and represent, some of the 

country’s most experienced and 

disc erning consumers." 

Ruth Gbibett is the editor of 
Chic magazine, “For the 
woman who .wasn’t bom yes- 


terday”. She agrees that female 
customers over 50 have greater 
spending power. 

“From the response we get, 
the ‘grey pound’ is incredibly 
strong. There is a real spend- 
ing force. These women have al- 
ways gone for classical clothes, 
they’re not style victims. It’s now 
also hip to have older models. 
WeVe just done a feature on 
mature models.”. 

Marie Claire's fashion dir- 
ector, Sarah Walter, believes 
that despite extremes in fash- 
ion, "die general movement is 
wearable. People are doing 
very few mins- they are mainly 
just back on the knee. Many 
prominent fashion editors in 
America are over 50 them- 
selves.” 

So, too, are many of our de- 
signers. Vivienne Westwood is 
56. Christopher di Pietro, her 
sales and marketing manager, 
believes her dothes are suited 
to women of all ages. 

“We have a lot of women 
over 60 as customers. There is 
a great gamut of styles for 
them. Some are classic suits in 
Forties and Fifties styles. The 
women who come in io buy 
these used to buy couture in 
Paris.” 

Maria Dalton chose to visit 
an image consultant at 70. She 


wore New Look outfits Id the 
eariy Fifties. Realising that she 
could not afford designer wear 
now, she followed the consult- 
ant’s advice and developed a 
capsule wardrobe of navy, 
cream and black. Her daughter 
Helen, 35, who is a teacher in 
Worcester, admires her 
mother's style and believes that 
the basic wardrobe means she 
can be more adventurous with 
accessories and make-up. “My 
mother may be in her seven- 
ties,” she says, “but she beat me 
to Chanel’s Rouge Noir." 

Olivia Smith is an Essex- 
based image consultant with 
many clients over 60. She ad- 
vises these women to develop 
a basic wardrobe, and to wear 
something soft around their 
faces: 

“My oldest client is over 80 
years old, and I was recom- 
mended to her by her daugh- 
ter. By 60, women should be 
developing their own personal 
style. My advice is to be your- 
self- 100 per cent." 

Anita P&Uenberg, Jibby 
Beane, Tina Tbmer, Lauren 
Bacall - are all women who 
have developed their own per- 
sonal look that has taken them 
beyond their middle years in 
style. The older they get the 
more confident they look If the 


micro-mini doesn’t suit this 
season, (and if you have the 
legs, why shouldn’t it?) the suit 
with shoulder pads wDl. The 
good news is that the Eighties 
ftjwer Look is back, inspired by 
sixtysomething Joan Collins. 

The design duo Pearce 
Fonda started in business be- 
lieving their market to be the 
twen ty-tothirtysomething 
woman, but they .soon latched 
on to tbe reality that, accord- 
ing to Andrew Fionda, she is 
“older in years but younger in 
mentality. She may be 50 but 
she feels 30. There’s no way 
she’s going to get into a poly- 
ester pleated number.” 

Lauren Hutton is a shining 
example. “Fifty-year-old-plus 
women are more style-obsesed 
than fashion- obsessed- They’ve 
found their own style, and are 
not interested in fashion 


For tbe designers, age is not 
a factor. They are aware that 
more mature women are more 
likely to be able to afford their 
dothes than younger women. 
One of tbe highlights of their 
year was dressing 52-year-old 
Francesca Annis for the Acad- 
emy Awards. 

“She wanted drop-dead, 
sexy glamour,” says Fionda. 
“She’s got a fierce body.” 
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BELOVED AND BONK 

Diary of a. 
divorce 



After a couple of weeks of cold turkey on the weeping 
front. I'm like a reformed alcoholic frightened to open the 
drinks’ cabinet. Not only do I avoid situations that 
previously had me awash with r unning mascara in seconds, 
I am now actually scared of them. So IVe become phobic 
about all sorts of ridiculous details of my life: opening 
certain cupboards where Beloved’s clothes once hung is 
now impossible; aisle number 12 in my local supermarket 
where his favourite biscuits lurk has to be avoided. But 
seeing Beloved as a bad habit like nail-biting or smoking 20 
a day is beginning to work and the addiction of nearly two 
decades is starting to recede. 

Of course my kids' addiction to their father is lifelong, 
especially as every two weeks they have another dose of 
Daddy to keep them hooked. Off they go of a Friday night 
sky high with nervousness at seeing Beloved. They return 
on Sunday after a welter of cinema-go ing, zoo visits and 
clothes-buying, full of fury. They positively fizz with all the 
normal bad behaviour that they have s^pent the weekend 
repressing. Because now that Daddy doesn’t Jive with them 
any more they daren't show him how angr y they are with 
him for leaving in case he stops loving them altogether. 

So every other Sunday night my life as punchbag begins. 
It's the fat lady and the corset principle: you can hold it in in 
one place but it has to spill out somewhere. Post-Beloved 
weeks are a war zone, as Bunny and Buster let it all out all 
over me and each other. I'm no good at peace-making and 
negotiation. If I'd have been a senior Blue Beret in Bosnia 
there would be no one left alive there now. So every door in 
the house is either loose on its hinges or missing a ratrh, so 
often are they kicked, slammed and bust open. 1 am 
subjected to the kind of creative cheek, defiance and 
cynicism I thought I would avoid until they hit their teens. 
After one particularly traumatic evening - when Buster had 
banged his head rhythmically against the wall for 10 minutes 
and Bunny bad sworn herself to immin ent suicide - Buster 
summed it up for me, “It’s like when a mine goes off. 
Mummy,” he said, “you have to poke the ground all around 
really hard to make sure it's safe.” So that’s bow it works... 1 
am the ground that gets poked and pulverised because of 
the land mine that Beloved let off in their lives. Ref!!! 

It's during weeks like this that I wonder who benefits 
from these jolly weekends with Beloved. I also have un- 
maicmal fantasies about turning up on Beloved and Bonk's 
doorstep in a few years' time with my by-then teenage- 
droopy kids. “Darling,” I shall say to Beloved, “I know what 
a hardship being separated from your children has been, so 
I've derided to stop being selfish and let you have a turn. 
Here they are. I'm going on a world tour for 10 years. Bye.” 

OK, yeah, yeah, 1 know the theoiy: in-the-long-run-ril- 
he-glad-that-I-was-left-with-the-kids. That-my-relationship- 
wiLh-them-will-bc -better. That-Beloved-is-quite-Iikely-to- 
die-a-lonely-old-dog. I know. It’s just that sometimes the 
unfairness of it all gets to me. He jumped off the family 
bus and left me to drive downhill at a furious pace, with no 
breaks when I need to sleep or go to the loo. How can you 
start a new life when you can’t even take your eye off the 
road without going straight for a lamppost? 

But really what am 1 bellyaching about? That he’s not 
here to share the parental burden? When has he ever? 
He’s a victim of the industry in which he works. I know 
loads of Media Boys whose wives and children operate like 
single-parent families. My mates and I used to joke about 
our husbands: “The only way they’ll see these kids is if we 
get divorced.” And the bone-chilling bit about that is that 
it's true. If I pul the eveiy-oth e r-we e ke nd scenario on the 
scales against Beloved’s pre-break-up “quality parent 
time”. I know which way they’d tip. 

Stevie Morgan 
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She’s strictly an e-mail female 


She’s been dismissed as an eccentric, a lonely spinster who lives on the Net. But few flyas high - or as often - as Esther Dyson 


Esther Dyson is at the cutting 
edge, 4he queen of the 
Internet. Her ideas mate 
things happen: Bill Clinton 
knows that, so does Bill Gates. 
See her CV and she sounds 
scary as hell. But Ann Treneman 
had her one-to-one and 
she was not afraid. 


Esther Dyson is one of those women 
to whom very important people pay 
attention. People such as the Bills 
(Gates and Clinton). Her high-tech- 
nology conference attracts everyone 
who is anyone in America and her 
opinion is enough to make or break 
any high-tech venture. I was not sur- 
prised to bear thar after our interview 
she would be meeting Marjorie 
Scardino, head of Pearson. What 
would they talk about? “Oh Marjorie's 
got a little idea up her sleeve and so 
we’ll talk about that Last night at din- 
ner we talked about Rupert. In my 
industry everyone talks about Bill. In 
yours, it’s Rupert.” 

She smiles and the 46-year-old 
looks about 10 years younger. I'm not 
capable of sniffing back, however, be- 
cause I am terrified. This is because, 
on paper, Esther Dyson is terrifying. 
The New York Times has said she is 
the most powerful woman in the 
Net-erati. Vanity Fair ranks her as one 
of the SO most influential people in 
the New Establishment. When pow- 
erful people want to know something 


about the future and the Internet, they 
know who to e-maiL 

It takes a nervous minute or two 
to figure out that Esther Dyson is 
much nicer in person than on paper. 
True, her father is a brilliant physicist 
and she went to Harvard at age 16. 
■fine, she does run a company devoted 
to emerging technology and writes the 
industry’s most influential newsletter. 
In addition she logs 250,000 air miles 
a year, speaks fluent Russian and re- 
ceived a $1 millio n advance for. her 
new book But she also has a hand- 
shake that is as tight as a feather, a 
mce way about hCT and a wicked sense 
of humour. Her dress sense is 
supremely relaxed: for our meeting 
she swearing jeans, pearl earrings and 
trainers. Actually she didn’t wear the 
trainers for long. Withinminutes she 
has taken them off. She did this in the 
hotel lobby yesterday and a porter 
asked her to put them back on. 

She thinks this is funny. She laughs 
as she speaks, rather softly and slow- 
ly for a New Yorker. “Yes, I do like 
to see myself as approachable. Some 
people are just so scared of me that 
they don’t notice that I am ap- 
proachable.” I pretend I do not know 
what she is talking about and ask her 

why they are so scared “Oh you know, 
they have read all this stuff about bow 
influential I am.” She shrugs. “You 
know it’s my job to be approachable. 
I represent the little guy. That is what 
I do. I shine the spotlight on little 
things whether it is a crackpot new 
idea or an obscure tittle country or a 
cute tittle company.” 


At the moment, though, it is her 
. job to sell her book. Release 20 is a 
guidebook for the digital world for 
Everyman (and woman) and Esther 
is in London for two days to talk about 
iL Her schedule is jammed When we 
met yesterday at 10am she had already 
been for a swim and answered some 
of the 67 e-mails she had received 
since the night before. She is a whirl- 
wind Last Thursday she had dinner 
with a friend in California and since 
. then she’s been to been to Seattle, 
New York, Zurich, Kiev and here. I 
say that she is a living e-mail. “I do 
travel a lot," she says with another 
laugh. 

Swimming is the only constant in 
her life. Every day, no matter where 
she is, she ploughs a pool for an hour 
and she's got the chlorine hair to prove 
it. “I feel as if Fm getting unkinked 
somehow. I think about what I did yes- 
terday - how I screwed up or what I 
did right -and I think of what I'm go- 
ing to do next” Occasionally she 
brings pen and paper to poolside and 
jumps out to jot down a thought or 
two. “But I don't like to do that I don’t 
get mystical about it but it's the time 
for thinking about things overall, in 
context, rather than making lists.” 

So how does she actually describe 
herself? “Well I wrote the book, in 
part, to have a business card really. 
Now it could say Esther Dyson, au- 
thor of Release 20. When T cross a bor- 
der into a country, I have to say what 
I am. Sometimes I say financier, 
sometimes I put software writer, 
sometimes I write author and some- 


- times entrepreneur. Fm sort of like 
. the Net, Fm decentralised.” 

Esther Dyson sees the Internet as 
something that is going to shape 
every aspect of our lives. “Fm not in 
love with my machines. I am in love 
with what they let me do. It’s the ca- 
pabilities Chat I like.” She is an opti- 
mist; for her the Net can be used to 
better our lives, to enhance ourrela- 
tionships and to make the little guy 
more important The balance of pow- 
er will tip more towards the Individ- - 
uaJ and Esther’s message is that 
business, government, education and 
even parents should be ready for it 
Her book is full of great, swooping 
ideas and tittle anecdotes that make . 
you see that she really is talking 
about people, not computers. The re- 
views have not been ecstatic. “They 
don't really take on what I am saying. 
They say Fm being naive and opti- 
mistic but they do not even pay at- 
tention to ideas like decentralisation. 
Large corporations and governments 
are facing an erosion of their power 
and authority, not to one person or 
thing in particular but to everything 
else in general. Everything is much 
faster and more fluid.” 

Few people - and even fewer com- 
puter types -are able to talk like this 
and you can see why the Bills of this 
world seek her out Perhaps, I say, she 
should see herself as a philosopher. 
She grimaces: “I try not to be too 
pompous. I see myself as a court jester. 
The important thing is to take other 
people seriously and not yourself.” 

Esther Dyson is a great fan of sig 


No sex please, 
we’re twenty 


My God! You 
look as if you 
mean it! 


This week The Independent 
has revealed a lot about 
young Britain, not least 
about its attitudes to sex. 
It should be meaningful, 
they say, or forget it 
Did you say forget ft? 
asks Glenda Cooper 


“It doesn’t matter how liberal 

you are, because by the time w 
are in our twenties we are fed 
up with meaningless sex." 
Damian Julienne, 19, from 
Birkenhead, told the 2020 
Vision survey - the biggest 
ever conducted of young peo- 
ple-yesterday. 

Oh really? 

What are we to make of the 

youth of today? That they’d 
rather be sitting quietly at 
home revising for exams, in a 
stable relationship, and saving 
for their pension rather than 
attending drug-crazed orgies 
and being gratuitously rude to 
their parents? So they say. 


“Huh, these ungrateful 
teenagers. Meaningless sex? 
Chance would be a fine thing,” 
snorted one colleague yester- 
day. It seems that Today’s youth 
are more responsible than their 
forebears. They - and I - 
blame it on their extensive sex 
education, which tells them 
all they need to know about sex 
so early in life that they end up 
agreeing not with the late poet 
laureate John Betjeman (who 
said his only regret was that he 
hadri’t had more sex) but with 
the fourth earl of Chester- 
field, who thought that “the 
pleasure is momentary, the 
position ridiculous and the ex- 
pense damnable”. 

Actualtythafsabtiunfeiron 
Damian and pals who do not 
condemn sex per se. (“My 
friend’s gpt three kids and he’s 
gpt another on the way. But 
since he turned 17, he’s settled 
downwithhK girlfriend. I sup- 
pose that’s what we all want to 
do”) But you just have to un- 
derstand that you are only al- 
lowed to have sex if it’s 




meaningful. Erica Jong zip it up. 

But what is meaningless 
sex? Shut up, the person at the 
back who “wonderful". But 
it does tempt one to misquote 
Woody Allen, “Is sex mean- 
ingless? Only if it’s done right." 

Of course oik of the reasons 
that has been put forward as to 
why the British are so coy about 
defining — or achieving - mean- 
ingless sex is just the fact that 


they are no good at it Thtidng 
about the new American film 
One JSfigfcr Stand (you get the 
idea what it's about), the 
Evening Standard concluded 
yesterday that the British answer 
to it was Brief Encounter- the 
film about extra-marital sex in 
which, er, no extra-marital sex 
takes place. Mindyou, there are 
a lot of trains instead - which 
probably sounds far more ex- 


citing to the average man than 
the hassles of an affair. 

Asking people what mean- 
ingless sex is like is a bit like 
enquiring about headlice. 
Everyone knows a friend who's 
had it but, no, they’ve never 
had it themselves. But that 
doesn’t mean they don’t think 
they know what it is. Intensive 
research suggests the follow- 
ing: that it’s when you a) 
weren't in love with the person 
you slept with (woman’s defi- 
nition); b) couldn't remember 
her name the next day (man's 
definition); c) not perfect but 
better than nothing (desperate 
man’s definition). 

But is that good enough in 
the post-Freudian age? Keith 
Beach, a dmical psychologist 
and psychotherapist, brings 
other insights to bear. “Every 
aspect of behaviour has a 
meaning. Freud taught us that 
things which appear to have no 
meaning and were not con- 
nected were always connected 
in the human mind... So we 
may just imagine that it’s phys- 


ical gratification or psycho- 
logical gratification but I real- 
ly think we have to ask what we 
mean by meaningful- Or, in- 
deed, what we mean by sex." 

Er, right Bui there’s mean- 
ingful and meaningful. The 
young Damian may think it's 
something that ran only hap.- - 
pen in a long-term relationship 
and it’s an expression of inti- 
macy and love. 

But Madeleine St John 
knows about long-term rela- 
tionships and how they can 
offer meaningless sex, but big . 
time. In her Booker-shortlisted 
book. The Essence of the Thing, 
she describes how Jonathan 
tells his live-in partner Nicola 
one Thursday that it’s over and - 
be wants them to split up.* 
Nicola is aghast “Can you re-' 
member ” she says, “when you 
last made love to me? ... last 
Monday night Three nights be- . 
fore you told me to get on my . 
bike. Which means that in 
only three days, just three 
days...” “Oh that," Jonathan 
replies, “that meant nothing.” 
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files on e-mails. These are automat- 
ic signature lines that say who you are, 
give a physical address and perhaps 
a motto or two. Her motto is “Always 
make new mistakes!” She likes peo- 
ple who are big enough to say they 
were wrong. She freely admits to mak- 
ing many mistakes: in investments, in 
interviews, in life. “I can be pretty 
rough on people in my office. You 
tend to do that to people who can’t 
.answer back and fortunately my busi- 
ness partner was able to say. 'Esther, 
shut up and grow up. Just because 
you're unhappy don’t inflict it on us.' ” 

AH of this is most interesting be- 
cause Esther Dysons often portrayed 
as a lonely spinster oddball who 
spends her existence toiling away in 
a tremendously messy office in New 
Yrrk. She herself has said that she lives 
on the Net but clearly this is not true. 
She lives on a plane and spends her 
life meeting people, talking, net- 
working. She is portrayed as an ec- 
centric who doesn’t have a home 
phone but I notice that she manages 
to use my mobile pretty adroitly 
when need be. 

She not only speaks for the tittle 
guys; she sees the world as they do. 
When talking of a dinner she was in- 
vited to, she added: “They told me I 
was on table nine and I thought, ‘I 
hope I don't end up with a bunch of 
dogs'.” I laughed and thought that it 
is doubtful that she ever would. 

‘Release 20: A Design for Living in the 
Digital Age' by Esther Dyson is pub- 
lished by Viking (£15.99). 
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Clifford Wilson 


CWferd Wilson, physician: 

• bom 27 January I?06 ; 

- ' Professor of Medicine, 
London University (at the 
^London Hospital) 1946-71 
-- (Emeritus), Dean of the 
Faculty, of Medicine 1968-71* 
.Director, Medical Unit, 

: London Hospital 1946-71- 

Renal Association 
•963-64; married 1936 
• . Kathleen Hebden (one son, 
4||one daughter); died iO 
^ November 1997. 


He took a First in Natural Sd- 

races in 1928 and cMnpleted his 
ptinical and junior medical tain- 
ts at the London Hospital by 
1934. He then obtained a Rock- 
efeller Travelling Fellowship to 
Harvard. There, in 1934, he met 
the Dathnlnmcj Pn„i v; , 


Clifford Wilson was Professor 
of Medicine at the London 
Hospital Medical College for 25 
years from 1946 and played a 
major role in the post-war pe- 
riod in the conversion of Lon- 
don medical schools into 
proper university institutes. He 
also made seminal advances in 
the understanding of kidney dis- 
ease and its relation to high 
blood pressure and to diabetes. 

Behind these bare facts lies 
the history of a highly reserved 
but profoundly committed in- 
__ dividual, whose thinkin g arose 
a life -Jong interest in po- 
'litical and moral philosophy. 
-Born in 1906 into a Baptist fam- 
Qy, his academic potential first 
manifested itself in classics, 
but he eventually won the 
Brackenbuiy scholarship to 
Balliol College, Oxford, on the 
basis of his performance in 
chemistry, to which he had 
been attracted whilst working 
as a laboratory technician in his 
spare time at the Heath School 
Halifax. At Balliol, he was much 
influenced by his tutor Harold 
Hartley, who supported him 
when he decided to change 
from Chemistry to Medicine. 

Wilson remained throughout 
.his life immensely proud of his 
ggalUol connection, and was 
prone to recall his intellectual 
origins to those of his juniors less 
familiar with the academic pre- 


eminence of that institution. 


* m mil r viimiirn^y pi 

and with him made the discov- 
ery of the unique lesion in the 
kidneys of long-standing dia- 
betics which has since then 
borne their joint names. 
Academic medicine had 
been pioneered at the London 
by Sir Arthur Ellis, and in 1938 
Wflson became his Assistant 
Director. When, at the beginning 
of the Second Wbrid War, the 
medical school had to be dis- 
persed amongst hospitals outside 
London, he took charge of the 
teaching at Billericay Hospital, 
where he developed a pro- 
gramme designed to introduce 
new clinical students to patients 
and to teach them the elements 
of clinical history-taking and 
examination. The core of this 
part of the course has essentially 
remained unchanged, simply 
because no-one seems to be able 
to better it Wilson was in the 
Medical Research Section of the 
RAMC tfll 1945, where he 
played an important part in 
dealing with the outbreaks of in- 
fectious hepatitis which were so 
prevalent in the army. 

By the lime Wilson returned 
to the London in 1946, EHis had 
moved to Oxford, and Wilson 
succeeded him as Professor of 
Medicine. Then began what was 
to become the political battle of 
his life. In 1944 the Goodenough 
Committee had recommended 
that the medical school course 
should provide the studentwhh 
a university education on broad 
and Hberal lines. This meant that 
the apprenticeship system, by 
which students imbibed their 
trade by osmosis from the em- 
inent doctors to whom they 
were attached, needed to a 
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Rainer 


Rainer Ptacek, guitarist, 
singer, songwriter: bom East 
Berlin 7 June 1951; married 
Patti Keating (two sons,. one 
daughter); died Tucson, 
Arizona 12 November 1997. 


The talent of some musicians 
tan only be measured by the in- 
fluence they've had on others. 
The guitarist and singer Rain- 
- er had a unique rooisy, melan- 
cholic, bluesy style and was a 
^great favourite of Robert Plant, 
' ‘ the 72 Top guitarist Billy Gib- 
bons and the country singer 
Eramyiou Harris. His unusual 
• guitar playing, as well as his 
- heartfelt personal lyrics, record- 
ed simply under Iris first name 
Rainer, made him a cult figure 
in Europe. 

- His father was a Czech sol- 
dier who met his German moth- 
! 'ax in East Berlin. Rainer Ptacek 
was bam in 1951: three years lat- 
er, his parents sneaked to West 
Berlin before the wall went up 
and then emigrated to America 


in 1956. They settled in Chica- 
go and Rainer attended the 
Saint Rita High School; be first 
discovered the bhies through the 
music of white artists. He would 
later recall "being influenced by 
English blues bands - Fleet- 
wood Mac, John May all, the 
Rolling Stones. Then, of 
course, you start reading where 
these songs were taken from 
and everything kind of pointed 
back to Robert Johnson." 

Drifting west, Rainer ended 
up in Tucson, Arizona, where he 
drove cabs and worked as a jan- 
itor and cabinet maker. In 1972, 
he finally found a dream job re- 
pairing guitars in a Tucson mu- 
sic shop named, ironically 
enough, the Chicago Music 
Shop. He occasionally played 
with local groups like the ram- 
bling, swampy Giant Sand, with 
Howe Gelb as lead singer. 

Soon Rainer was lending 
his guitar to Gelb’s countrified 
and fictitious spin-off group 
The Band Of Blacky Ranchette, 
on albums including Heartland 
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= Mr Stephen Baldock, High Master. 
■: st Paul’s School 53; M Raymond 
i Blanc, chef and restaurateur, 4b; Mr 
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t eial, 46; Miss Maeve Fiat, Hgh 
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'■ Miss Jodie Foster, actres05;M*s 
i Kathleen Halpin, former Chief Ad- 
I ministrator. WRVS. 94; Baroness 
\ Jeger. former MP, 
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! Calvin Klein, fashion designer, 

F Admiral of the Fleet Lord Ixwm, for- 
= mcr chief of the Naval Staff, 77;Mr 
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large extent to be replaced by 
a system of training in princi- 
ples, problem-solving, and 
habits of learning which would 
equip them for a lifetime of 
practice in a continually chang- 
ing scene - rather than simply 
to train (hem to become safe 
house officers on graduation. 

There was resistance to 
these ideas amongst teaching 
hospital staff, in the royal col- 
leges and. Indeed, in some 
universities. Wilson was a for- 
midable leader in the battle to 
achieve proper status and in- 
fluence of the university in 
medical schools, because he was 
prepared to fight for what he 
felt to be the right course, even 
at the expense of making ene- 
mies. The battle was not real- 
ly won till the late 1960s, with 
the publication of the report of 
the Royal Commission on 
Medical Education. Though 
all this may seem obvious now, 
Wilson's successors and the 


medical students of today have 
enormous reason for gratitude 
to him that feese matters are no 
longer issues. As his ideas 
gained support, he was elected 
to senior roles in medicine on 
a wider stage. He was Senior 
Vice-President and Senior Cen- 
sor of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London in 1967- 
68 and Dean of the faculty of 
Medicine in London Universi- 
ty from 1968 until 1971. 

In the two decades after his 
appointment to the Chair of 
Medicine in 1946, Wilson and 
his junior academic colleagues. 
Jade Ledingham and Michael 
Floyer, and the pathologist 
Hank Byrom, together worked 
out much of themechanism of 
the curious relationship be- 
tween the kidneys and blood 
pressure and thereby estab- 
lished many of the prindples 
upon which the modem treat- 
ments of hypertension and kid- 
ney disease are based. He 



Anthony Foord 


Wilson holding forth to students on kidney disease in a picture by John Ward 


provided an academic home for 
many aspiring clinical scientists, 
of a wide range of interests, and 
gave them their bead, relieving 
them of the wony of funding 
their research. He was a bril- 
liant scientific critic and taught 
us all how to write papers. 
Furthermore, be inspired a tra- 
dition of service and commit- 
ment -you stayed with the job 
till it was done, and especially 
if it involved patients. 


Clifford Wilson looked im- 
mensely distinguished - which 
he was. This and his natural re- 
serve made him appear a little 
unapproachable, Much entire- 
ly bdied his nature. He was a 
man of deeply and passionate- 
ly held convictions, which tend- 
ed only to be expressed sparsely 
and apparently by chance. He 
was, inflict, exceptionally good 
with bdth patients and stu- 
dents; there is a famous paint- 


(1986). In 1984, Rainer also 
formed Das Combo. The 
Rolling Stone journalist Kurt 
Loder raved about The Musk 
Mind Blues album and in 1986, 
Malting Waves, a British label, 
issued Banfoot Rock With Rain- 
er And Das Combo. Rainer’s 
first visit to the UK the same 
year was as part of a package 
tour featuring Giant Sand and 

The Band Of Blacky Ranchette 



Rainer: rootsy bluesy style 
Photograph: BUI Carter 


alongside Das Combo, with 
seven musicians rotating in var- 
ious permutations to make up 
all three bands. 

However, Rainer’s unique 
guitar style, usings thumb-pick 
and playing fingerstyle, was bet- 
ter showcased on 1991's Worried 
Spirits , a solo effort (“Dazzling", 
said the Guardian ; “Startling” 
enthused the New Musical Ex- 
press). He bad started incorpo- 
rating natural sounds and tape 
loops and, on his second UK vis- 
it, reaOy hit a chord with lovers 
of the languid guitar styles of J J. 
Cale and Ry Cooder. He ap- 
peared with his trademark Do- 
bra and National steel guitar on 
Radio 4’s Midweek , recorded a 
soundtrack for The Fire Beetle, 
a BBC2 feature fQm, toured the 
XJK with Rory Gallagher and 
then played throughout Eu- 
rope, even appearing in Prague 
and visiting the village home of 
his ancestors. 

In the mid-Eighties, Rainer 
had hooked up with ZZ Ibp 
guitarist Billy Gibbons for some 


mysterious recordings. Dusted 
down, given a new sheen and 
finally released in 1993, The 
Texas Tapes created something 
of a stir among the cognoscen- 
ti trying to second-guess the 
identity of Rainer’s illustrious 
sidekick (the Justis Walkert 
pseudonym previously used by 
Gibbons was the giveaway). 
The same year, Robert Plant 
drafted Rainer for part of the 
sessions which became the Fate 
Of Nations album. Rainer's 
guest appearance was espe- 
cially impressive on an acoustic 
cover of the Led Zeppelin clas- 
sic “Whole Lotta Love", which 
appeared as a bonus track on 
the “29 Palms" single. 

In 2994, Rainer recorded the 
haunting, ethereal Nocturnes in 
his local San Pedro Chapel. 
Making fuQ use of the setting 
and a sample pedal, the re- 
sulting album chimed in well 
with ambient and new age ten- 
dencies. Things were tooking up 
for Rainer, who in 1995 worked 
with the US singer-songwriter 


Victoria Williams; but, in Feb- 
ruary 1996, he crashed his mo- 
torbike in Tucson. He broke his 
davide, but doctors were rather 
more concerned about a brain 
scan they'd done; he was diag- 
nosed as having a large, inop- 
erable brain tumour. Following 
intensive chemotherapy, the 
cancer was thought , to have 
gone into remission. However, 
Rainer’s medical bills had 
reached a reported $250,000. 

Howe Gelb offered to help 
and decided to emulate the 
“Sweet Relief" albums which 
had already supported per- 
formers like Victoria Williams 
and Vic Chesnutt through try- 
ing times, with other artists cow 
ering their songs. Once Robert 
Plant and Atlantic Records 
came on board. The Inner 
Flame project snowballed, se- 
cured the involvement of Em- 
mylou Harris, Jonathan 
Ri ch man, and Evan Dan do, 
and was released in the Unit- 
ed Stales in August 

- Pierre Peirone 


saleswoman, 1917. Deaths Nico- 
las Poussin, painter, 1665; Franz 
Peter Schubert, composer, 1828; 
Elizabeth Thylor, novelist, 1975. On 
this day: Blaekfiiais Bridge across 
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Anthony Herbert Foord, 
wartime pilot *mf money- 
broker: born EweO, Surrey 
14 February W5;DFC 1941; 
married I9S7 Judith 
Greenaecre (one son, three 
daughter:); died Snape, 
Suffolk 24 October 1997. 


mg of him by John Whrd, bold- 
ing forth to students on the sub- 
ject of kidney disease. 

Contrary to expectation, on 
his retirement In 1971, Clifford 
Wilson played no further role 
in medical affairs, but retreat- 
ed to his country home. He 
probably felt that his family de- 
served this alter his long years 
of time-consuming medico- 
academic politics. 

-HD. Cohen 


On 24 October, with faultless 
timing, Anthony Foord died at 
82 from a heart attack during 
the interval in a Haydn and 
Britten concert he was greatly 
enjoying at Snap* Mai tings. 

Precision was one of the 
valuable characteristics that 
marked Footers tong and fruit- 
ful life. The entries in his RAF 
Pilot's Logbook, between April 
and August 1941, describe in Lhe 
briefest matter-of-fact way the 
outward und homeward events 
during 27 raids into Hitler’s 
Europe, from all of which he and 

his crew returned unscathed in 
their often flak-scarred Welling- 
ton They show that this tall, ge- 
nial, deepty generous man had 
qualities of endurance, courage 
and unwavering determination. 

These regulaily resurfaced in 
his support of everything worth- 
while and civilised in local affairs 
in Suffolk, where he moved in 
1962: in 10 years as a county 
councillor, as Chairman of the 
Suffolk Preservation Society, in 
his constant encouragement of 
the new Wblsey Theatre in Ip- 
swich, and of the work of the 
Britten-Pears School and the 
Aldeburgb Foundation's edu- 
cation department There was 
nothin g “parochial" about Tbny 
Foord’s services to Suffolk. 

After Harrow he worked at 
the Law Society exams in 1938, 
but decided (in the spirit of 
Patrick Leigh Fenner's /l Time 
of Gifts ) to use a small legacy 
to see Europe. He studied Ger- 
man in a monastery, and at 
Bayreuth saw the Fuhrer. 

He was an early member of 
Glyndeboarne: in June 1938, he 



Foord: services to Suffolk 


corresponded with John 
Christie about the chances of 
becoming a manager there. 
Christie thought no Englishman 
could aspire to such a post Fo- 
ord left Switzerland on the last 
train, reaching London on the 
day Chamberlain declared war. 

By the time he had trained 
as a fighter pilot, the Battle of 
Britain had been won, but the 
Blitz was raging. On 3 Septem- 
ber 1940, Churchill told the 
Cabinet, “The bombers alone 
provide the means of victory", 
and, thinking of Rotterdam, 
and London, they made the un- 
derstandable but erroneous “to- 
tal war" assumption that “the 
civilian population around the 
target areas must be made to 
feel the weight of war". Foord's 
logbook faithfully illustrates the 


point from his own operations, 

the first of which was on Kiel on 
7 April 1941. “Huge fires; de- 
fences apparently exhausted.” 
His rear gunner’s log added: 
“Entire area in flames, which 
was successfully borabed- 

In his 15th operation, over 
Essen, his plane was very bad- 
ly hit, and be crash-landed at 
StradhhflBL his first serious im- 
pact on Suffolk. He was award- 
ed lhe Distinguished Flying 
Cross for gallantry and devotion 
to duty. Later he served as Li- 
aison Officer with a Czech 
bomber squadron, was promot- 
ed Squadron Leader, and was 
twice mentioned in despatches. 

After the war, he practised 
in Westminster as a solicitor, 
with work in Tbwn and Coun- 
try Pl annin g, and Rent Re- 
striction. In 1948, he was 
adopted as Conservative 
prospective parliamentary can- 
didate for Brixton, enjoyed 
getting to know the con- 
stituency, but failed to win iL 
He then joined the money- 
brokers Long, Till and Colvin. 
Their business took off, partly 
because Foord ran it so well and 
partly because this was the 
right time, when R-A. Butler 
was giving local authorities 
powers to raise money in the 
City, and more or less instruct- 
ing them to do so. 

In the City, in 1947, Foord 
became a liveryman in the 
Hiraers’ Company. He later, in 
1970, distinguished hims elf as 
its Master. He was punctilious- 
ness in supporting the craft and 
its charities, supplying wood 
and lathes to the disabled, and 
working with engineers in the 
modem application of the craft 

In 1957, he married Judith 
Greenacre, whose family lived 
at Rendbam in Suffolk When 
they moved to live in Net- 
destead, most of his energies 
were switched to the county. On 
the East Suffolk County Coun- 
cil, he was Asserted to as “a sound 
financial brain". When they 
joined the Suffolk Preservation 
Society, he and Judith immedi- 
ately took part in making visu- 
al surveys of the town centres 
and in scheduling listed build- 
ings; as the society’s chairman 
in the crucial years 1973-76, he 
helped organise watchdogs in 
the new District Planning Cbm- 
mittees and established the so- 
ciety’s first full-time salaried 
director. 

He also hived off, as a sep- 
arate group, the Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust. In aid of thk, 
be and his wife, with John and 
Julia Henniker, conceived and 
planned the annual sponsored 
bike-rides round the county’s 
churches and chapels -Suffolk 
has a high density of medieval 
churches. Last September, Suf- 
folk cyclists in one day raised a 
record £132£0Ck they have been 
a source of valuable emulation 
among other counties. 

Foord’s Suffolk commit- 
ments never slackened, but 
nor did he reduce his devotion 
to opera at Glyndeboume, for 
instance, or to Assisi. Ten years 
ago. his feeling for the Catholic 
religion revived, and he took in- 
struction from the local Fran- 
ciscan brothers. He regularly 
visited Assisi, and at the time 
of his death was distressed by 
the news of the destructive 
earth tremors there. 

- Norman Scar/e 


SSSaSSS Common-sense approach should be adopted by court 


1769; Abraham Lincoln deDvered the 

Gettysburg address, 1863; Rainier HI 
was sworn mas 30th ruling prince of 
Monaco, 1949. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Bariaam of Antioch, St Er-_ 
menburga and St Nerses L 


Lectures 

National Gallery; Lynda Stephens, 
“ Temptresses (in): Mantegna, Sam- 
son and DeBtahT, 1pm. 

Gresham College: Professor Tom 
pinnnn, “Entrepreneurs -- idiots sa- 
vants*, 1pm (at Barnard's Inn Hall, 
London EC1): Ptttfeasor Ian Stew- 
art, “Beyond the Fbur Colour The- 
orem". 5.30pm (ai Kngsway College, 
London WC1). . 

King's College London, London 
WC1: Professor Ftter GMAb,^ “< ty- 
berontology" , 5.15pm. 

Loughborough University: Pro- 
fessor Vladimir Babitsky, ‘‘Nonlin- 
ear Dynamics", 430pm. 

Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
London Wl: Sir Roger Penrose, 
“Mysteries of Quantum Physics: 
puzzle or paradox?" 1pm. 


A broad common-sense 
approach should be adopted 
to the question whether 
actions were related for the • 
purposes of an application to 
stay proceedings or to 
decline jurisdiction pursuant 
to the provisions of article 22 
of the Brussels Convention. 


Sarrio SA v Kuwat Investment 
Authority, House rtf Loitis (Lord 
Goff of Chievafejt Lord Uoyd of 
Berwick. Lord Hope of Craighead 
Lord Qyde and Lord Savfte) B -• 
November 1997 


! iissasasjgrji— 

laggg&as 

! SsSSSfesjS 


Changing of the Guard 
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The House of Lords allowed 
the appeal of Kuwait Invest- 
ment Authority against the de- 
rision of the Court of Appeal, 
which had lifted a stay imposed 
under the provisions of article 
22 of the amended Brussels 
Convention (incorporated into 
English law by the Civil Juris- 
diction and Judgments Act 
1982) of English proceedings 
brought by Sarrio SA against 
the appellant, butvaried fee or- 


der for a stay to one declining 
jurisdiction. The respondent, a 
Spanish company, had started 
proceedings in Spain against 
fee appellant, a Kuwaiti legal 
entity, and others. While those 
proceedings were pending the 
respondeat bad also started 
English proceedings against 
fee appellant. 

Nicholas Chambers QC, Andrew 
Foppleweti QC and Paid Wright 
(Baker & MeKaux) for the appellant: 
Peter Goldsmith QC, Charles Hol- 
lander and Adrian Briggs (Linkkaers 

(£ Fames) for the respondent. 


mils the consolidation of related ac- 
tions and lhe 001 m first seised has 
jurisdiction over both actions. 

For the purposes of this anide, ac- 
tions are deemed to be related 
where they are so closely connect- 
ed that it is expedient to hear and 
determine them together to avoid 
the risk of irreconcilable judgments 

pftaihfng from «-pMrnti»p rnr»j-flmgs . 


Lord Saville said that article 
22 of fee Brussels Convention 
was in fee following terms: 

Where related actions are brought 
in the courts of different contract- 
ing states, any court other titan the 
court 6m seised may, while the ac- 
tions are pending at first instance, 
stay its proceedings. 

A court other than the court first 
seised may also, on the application 
of one of the parties, decline juris- 
diction if the law of that court per- 


The essential dispute be- 
tween the parties was whether 
fee actions were related, and fee 
debate had concentrated on 
whether there was a risk of ir- 
reconcilabkjuc^nents resulting 
firm fee two sets of proceedings. 

In his judgment in the 
Court of Appeal, Evans U had 
considered fee approach of 
fee European Court (including 
the opinion of fee Advocate 
General) in The Madej Rataj 
[1994] ECR 1-5439, and had 
condnded feat fee isues which 
must be considered in orderto 
deride whether or not there 
was a risk of irreconcilable 
judgments were the primary is- 
sues which were limited to 


those feels necessary to estab- 
lish a cause of action. 

On that basis, Evans U 
had concluded that there was 
no risk of irreconcilable judg- 
ments. Article 22 could not, 
however, be interpreted or ap- 
plied in that way. There was 
nothing in'the opinion of the 
Advocate General or in the 
judgment in The Madej Rataj 
which lent support to fee sug- 
gestion that a distinction 
should be drawn between those 
facts necessary to establish a 
cause of action and other facts 
and matters on which con- 
flicting derisions might arise. 

On fee contrary, the case 
seemed to lead to fee oppoate 
conclusion, the court having 
emphasised that the objective 
of article 22 was to improve 
co-ordination of fee exercise of 
judicial functions within the 
Community and to avoid con- 
flicting and contradictory deri- 
sions, and having rejected the 
argument that fee phrase 


“irreconcilable differences" 
should be interpreted so as to 
confine it 10 cases where the de- 
cisions would have mutually ex- 
clusive legal consequences. 

Furthermore, the words of 
the article itself militated 
against fee suggested limita- 
tion, and to adopt that limita- 
tion would in truth be to give 
the phrase “related actions" a 
special “English” meaning. 
That would be contrary to 
what the court had decided in 
The Madej Rataj, where it was 
pointed out flat since the phrase 
did not have the same meaning 
in all the member states, it was 
necessary to give it an inde- 
pendent interpretation. 

There should, therefore, be 
a broad common-sense ap- 
proach to the question whether 
fee actions in question were re- 
lated. That seemed to have 
been the approach adopted by 
fee judge at first instance. The 
appeal would be allowed. 

- Kate O’Honton, Barrister 
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At first glance the slaughter mLurarseemS 
triumphant viiKlkatkm of the Huntington 
thesis. A few years ago. Professor Samuel 
of that name, of Harvard University, 
wrote a celebrated book predicting that 
after the demise of Comm mi i^ c onflWx: 
would be generated by clashes between 
civilisations, first and foremost between 
the Christian West and Islam. And now 
58 Swiss, German, British and Japanese 
tourists have been gunned down by Mamie 
fundamentalists in the Wley of the Kings, 
just when the Arab world is seething at 
America’s refusal to bring Israel to heel, 
and the firepower of USS Nimitz and 
George Washington is pointed squarely in 
the direction of Saddam Hussein. Are 
these noi precursors of still worse to come? 
The short answer is: not necessarily. 

Undoubtedly, the mood in the Arab 
world is as combustible as at any timftrinra> 
the last Arab- Israeli war. But Ififamic 
fundamentalism is caused not by the ex- 
cesses of Zionism bat by the failings of the 
societies in which it has taken root - from 


Algeria to Afghanistan by way, most vis? 
ibly, of TUrkey, Egypt andSaudi' Arabia^ 
These failing s include poor economic 
performance and the concentration of 
wealth in a few hands, manifest cocrup- 
tion-and the long-standing inability of most 
Arab governments to respond to the will 
of their peoples. Then there is the gen- 
erational chasm. Across die region the 
same men have been in power for decades, 
backed by more or less overt military 
regimes. Thke Colonel Ghaddafi, among 
the youngest of them: he has ruled Libya 
for 28 years. Beneath this gerontocracy, 
however, bubbles a cauldron of youth. 
More than half the region's population is 
under 18, far less impressed than their el- 
ders by Islam’s traditions of respect and 
deference to those in authority. And 
their economic prospects are grim. In 
Egypt itself, for instance, there are 2 mil- 
lion unemployed graduates. Once Nasser’s 
Arab nationalism or Arab socialism would 
have provided solace. But these move- 
ments failed, while communism, fhat oth- . 


er refuge for the disaffected, has been ter- 
minally discredited. Small wonder the ap- 
peal Of Islamic fonflam e ntalism . 

Tb these grievances must be added a 
sense of inferiority - that Islam is m a sid- 
ing of history, and that the region counts 
only because of oil and gas. Ofl» the Arab 
world knows full well, was why America 
put togetber the coalition to drive Saddam 
Hussein from Kuwait. And the crushing 
defeat he suffered, though welcomed at 
the time by mast of the Arab world, has 
left its own legacy of impotence and hu- 
miliation. And here certainly, the Israel 
factor is important, as Saddam's prestige 
begins to recover. Why, it is legitimately 
asked, is he held to the letter of every UN 
resolution and his suffering people held 
to the rack of sanctions, while Israel is al- 
lowed to ignore similar resolutions, not to 
mention the Oslo accords, with impunity? 

But Israel is only a pretext - or rather 
a painful scab on a body riddled with a very 
different disease. The temptation to see 
the scab as manifestation of the underly- 


ing illness is naturally very strong, and its 
removal undoubtedly would temporarily 
reduce the patient's fever. But even a last- 
ing settlement of the Palestinian question 
wifi not put the. Arab world lastingly to 
ri ghts . That Islam must do itself. 

Curiously perhaps, the most farsight- 
ed of Arab statesmen have- been two of 
the oldest of its rulers, the King* xJv jsein 
of Jordan and Hassan of Morocco, who 
have partly opened their political systems 
to admit some elements of opposition. 
Otherwise, however, a vicious and de- 
pressing cycle is setting in. Before Mon- 
day's atrocity,- Islamic fundamentalism 
seemed on the ebb in Egypt, and one fac- 
tion at least was angling for a ceasefire. 
Bat these hopes have now been dashed, 
as was surely the mtention of the perpe- 
trator of the massacre. No matter that the 
overwhelming majority of Egyptians have 
reacted with horror and outrage to what 
has happened. President Mubaxak has little 
choice but to respond to the violence of 
terrorists with the violence ctf the state. But 


repression will only breed more resent- 
ment, more despair and more violence. 

The West in turn wfll be less inclined than 
ever to offer the uwestments antj kn^tenn 
commitment which might help turn the 
economic tide.TsraeTs argument tbatit ts 
the one safe bet in adangeronsiegkm.wiU. 
be more pereuasfre than ever. _ ; 

And here we comb backfo the notion 

of democracy - not the precise Western 
model of democracy nec^sarfly^but sornp 
me chanism to make regimes more re- 
sponsive to their subjects. Only in thiswtfy 
will Arab acceptance of Israel be fully le- 
gitimised. Even more important, the 

regimes wffl be under genuine pressiretp 

provide their people with a ■dpcent level ( K 
of prosperity and social justice - instead 
of their shortcomings by blam- 

ing everything on Israel and the West. If 
so, then the Is! antic countries may be able 
to separate religion and politics, and cre- 
ate the stable secular institutions they so 
badly need. But as Luxor shorts* the im- 
mediate prospects are bleak in dee d. 
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LETTERS 


Battle for the BBC 


irish in war 


Sir Rob Brown is right about 
the battle “for the hearts and 
minds” of the British viewing 
public as the digital TV revo- 
lution develops (Media. 17 
November). The BBC will 
maintain the loyalty of viewers 
as long as it shows the better- 
quality, home-made, peak-time 
programmes it is renowned for. 

Readers may care to reflect 
upon Lhe European Parlia- 
ment’s work in ensuring that the 
BBC has the means to fight this 
battle without constraint The 
TV Without Frontiers directive 
insists that broadcasters en- 
sure that 51 per cent of output 
is of EU origin and of high qual- 
ity. If this directive is properly 
implemented, then the BBC will 
not be forced to “dumb down” 
and show cheap imported pro- 
grammes to compete with new 
channels. 

These channels should be 
obh'ged to comply quickly in the 
UK (the directive allows new 
channels three years to reach 51 
per cent). Children’s TV illus- 
trates what is at stake for our 
culture. This month, the Broad- 
casting Standards Commission 
voiced alarm at the predomi- 
nance of low-quality imported 
cartoons on cable and satellite 
channels and the impact that 
this is having on terrestrial sta- 
tions. This directive offers a 
solution to this problem. 

Id addition, following the 
European Parliament's adop- 
tion of my report on the future 
of Public Service Broadcasters 
(PSBs), the Amsterdam treaty 
contains a protocol that protects 
PSBs from legal attack relating 
to “unfair” state aid. 

The BBC has nothing to 
fear, and it has no excuses for 
any decline in standards. 
CAROLE TONGUE MEP 
( London E, Lab ) 

Ilford, Essex 
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Sin M A Martin (letter, 14 ,** 
November) does nbt ■ wear a ** <■ 
poppy to honour the- dead of 
two world wars. He takes nar- 
row political views rather t h a n 
generous ones. 

In the Second World War 
the Irish Free State never de- 
clared, war on Germany and 
throughout remained a threat 
to British survival. The Royal 
Navy was denied use of Irish 
ports while German U-boats 
sailed in Irish waters to attack 
our life-saving conveys of food 
and arms. As British cities were 
devastated by German bombs 
the lights of Dublin provided a 
beacon for Carman bombers, 
particularly to Merseyside and 
Glasgow. . £ 

I met and was friends with '*• ' 
many southern I ishmen in the 
British Army in the war, but it 
is (rue that most of them were 
mercenaries, rather Qian ideo- 
logical soldiers. 
JOHNALDERS0N ' - 
Ottery St Mary Devon 


f Kt €S7-C£Y' 


Sir M A Martin says there were 
more “southern” than “north- 
ern” Irish battalions in the 
Battle of the Somme. The fig- 
ures are 13 battalions from 
“southern” regiments and 25 
from “northern". ■ 
CTRASON 
Homdean, Hampshire 


Biblical beards 


Sir: Your headline “BBC 
should be killed off, says Chan- 
nel 5 chieP (13 November) is 
the opposite of what 1 said in 
my speech. I strongly support 
the BBC: it is the licence fee I 
object to, and the notion that 
the two are inextricably linked 
is a mistake too often made, not 
least by the BBC’s governors 
and management. 

I have been advocating abo- 
lition of the compulsory licence 
fee for 14 years - long before 
I had anything to do with 
BSkyB - precisely because I 


think it is the biggest obstacle 
to a brilliant future for the BBC 
The BBC needs to trans- 
form its relationship with the 
viewer, reduce the cost of its ba- 
sic services to the poorest 
households, increase its over- 
all revenue, add to the range of 
its channels and end the grow- 
ing conflict between its revenue 
sources: all thal can be achieved 
by switching to subscription 
funding, but by no other means. 
DAVID ELSTON 
Chief Executive 
Channel 5 Broadcasting 
London WC2 


Redesigned churches 

Sir: Every generation has made 
changes inside church buildings. 
If Colin Wheeler (article, 13 
November; letters, 15 Novem- 
ber) looks at the interior, rather 
than the 500-year-old exterior 
walls of his parish church, he 
wfll see evidence of this. 

Pews were generally intro- 


duced in the 17th century, no 
doubt to cries of “You’re clut- 
tering up the lovely space, pan- 
dering to softies who can’t 
stand up for a couple of hours.” 
A hundred years ago the mas- 
sive Georgian pulpit was 
pushed to one side and a rood 
screen and teredos erected (or, 
if you were lucky, the medieval 
one restored). 

These changes reflect 
changes in theology of worship 
and our understanding of the 
ecclesia - the Christian com- 
munity meeting in worship. 
Today there is a preference for 
seats in a semi-circle round a 
nave altar; rather than wor- 
shipping a God out there, we 
feel it better to worship a God 
in the midst of us. 

Incidentally, it is easier to 
worship God or appreciate the 
architectural merits of a budd- 
ing if you’re not bursting for a 
pee. TVro members of the con- 
gregation at the church where 
I worship find it necessary to 


visit the loo half-way through 
the service (because of medical 
conditions). I am glad there are 
toilet facilities, because it is 
more important that they can 
be with us Sunday by Sunday 
than that Mr Wheeler’s aes- 
thetic sensibilities might be 
offended 

I am neither one of the old 
ladies nor the T-shirted trendies 
to whom Mr Wheeler dis- 
paragingly refers, but an ordi- 
nary member of a congregation 
who prefers a living centre of 
worship and evangelism to a 
museum for dead art. 
ALANDSKYES 
Halifax, West Yorkshire 


challenged government polity 
at the tune. 

A public inquiry will draw a 
line under the issue and ensure 
that the current administra- 
tion does not become associ- 
ated with the failings that led 
to the crisis. For the sake of 
those who have lost family 
members to new variant CJD, 
1 hope the Government will act 
sooner rather than later. 
MAUREEN TREADWELL 
Chiibolion , Hampshire 


BSE Inquiry 


Sir Dr Stephen Dealler (letters, 
15 November) accurately cat- 
alogued the errors that led to 
the BSE crisis. The present gov- 
ernment was not in power 
when the crucial mistakes were 
made. Several Labour MPs 


Sin Dr Stephen Dealler is en- 
titled to his views on the inad- 
equacy or otherwise of the 
consultation process involved in 
the BSE problem, but he is 
quite wrong to state that “phar- 
maceutical companies were ad- 
vised not to research methods 
of treatment". 

Decisions by pharmaceutical 
companies to seek to develop 
new therapeutic approaches to 
any disease are a strategic mat- 
ter for them alone. No external 


body advises companies not to 
carry out research. 

The pharmaceutical industry 
and the Medical Research 
Council took the lead earlier 
this year to meet and discuss 
how therapeutic advances made 
by the industry in other relat- 
ed fields, such as Alzheimer's 
disease, could be adopted. 

Dr JEFF KIPLING 
Director of Science and 
Technology 

The Association of the British 
Phar maceutic al Industry 
London SWJ 


eminent.. It is time for all 
friends of Egypt to start to use 
their influence with the Egypt- 
ian government to widen the 
franchise of democracy to in- 
clude all peaceful “Islamic” 
and other groups. 

ADNAN SAIF 
Birmingham 


Blair’s apology 


Luxor massacre 


Sir: As a Muslim, may I add my 
condemnation to the many that 
have been voiced about the 
slaughter in Egypt on Monday. 
There can be no excuse for iL 
However, this, sadly, might 
continue to be the case so long 
as channels for the peaceful ex- 
pression of political views are 
denied by Lhe Egyptian gov- 


Sin Hugh J Thomson (letter, 18 
November) suggests that Tbny 
Blair has earned the respect of 
the public with his apology for 
Lhe Formula One scandal. 

Mr Blair should be judged 
by his actions, not his words. A 
two-minute apology does not 
make up for another broken 
promise. It is foolish to tell 
politicians that whatever they 
do is all right as long as they 
apologise for it afterwards, 
whether Lhey are only hu man 
or not 


Sin At the risk of splitting 
■ hairs, might I point out to the 
erudite Mr Jacobson (letter, 14 
November) that the Gospel 
accounts of the passion of Jesus 
record that he was scourged 
(and so facilitated the early 
Christian application to him of 
Isaiah 5(h6 - “T offered ray back 
to those who beat me, my 
cheeks to tbose who pulled out 
my beard.”) but do not mention 
that his beard was pulled out. 

Arguments from silence are 
never convincing, but at first 
blush this clearly favours the 
view that Jesus was- clean- 
shaven. 

The Rev PETER HATTON 
Droitwich, Worcestershire 


DANNY FELDMAN 
London NW4 


first edition of Monday's ‘Inde- 
pendent’ carried a reprint of let- 
ters that had appeared last 
Friday. We apologise- td the mi- 
nority of readers who received 
that edition. Y 


Child 


abus’ 


The new labours of Hercules - 12 ways to restore the voters’ faith 



MILES 

KINGTON 


When you go to see a Disney 
film you don’t just see clean-cut 
heroes and fast action, you see 
a story which is noticeably dif- 
ferent from the original as welL 
Interestingly, the same is true of 
our new Labour government, 
where there is a lot of cfoan-cut- 
ness and where the truth 
changes subtly the whole 
time... 

So why not combine the 
two? And that’s exactly what we 
have done today in a great new 
story called: HERCU LES : 

newlaboursi 

Once upon a time there was 
a hero called Hercules who was 
dean-cut and young and strong 
and, above ail squeaky dean, 
and he went to the Oracle and 
said, “Grade, I have come for 
your help, because I want to 


make this laDd prosperous, and 

fair and equal, and I weh to root 


I want to make the whde of Eu- 
rope fair and equal, and pros- 
perous, and I pledge that I 
shall not rest until ...” 

And the Oracle said: “Yes, 
yes, yes, you don’t have to tell 
me all this, I can read minds you 
know. I wouldn't have got this 
far if I couldn’t read minds, it 
saves a lot of time, especially 
with politicians. So what can I 
do for you?” 

“WeH," said Hercules, “it’s a 
long stray, but 1 accepted some 

money from someone and it has 

got me in trouble.” 

“Give back the money,” said 

the Grade. 

U I have done that, and I am 
still in trouble.” 


“Then you must do 12 great 
tasks and then people will for- 
give you.” 

“Gladly," said Hercules, 
smilin g- for he always smiled 
even when unhappy. “I will 
gladly do these tasks for I must 
do all that is in my power to 
make this land happy and 
wealthy and above all fair-mind- 
ed and must drive out sleaze ..." 

“Give us a break and knock 
it off,” said the Oracle, banding 
him a parchment. “Now, here is 
a list of the 12 great tasks and 
when you have done them you 
can come and see me again, but 
if you want my advice, you will 
go easy on the smiling ; and the 
dean-cut speeches, not that it's 
any of my business! 

The Grade vanished and 
Hercules found himself in the 


middle of a great empty plain on 
his first quest, to slay the 
Nemean lion. And as be walked 
along, he found the Nemean 
lion lying dead, where it had 
been run over, and his faithful 
companion Mandates said: 
“Well, that was a stroke of luck, 
because now we can put it out 
that you killed him," and that 
was the first new labour. 

Then he came upon a mon- 
ster called the NHS or Nation- 
al Hydra Scare, a hideously 
expensive monster which swal- 
lowed up everyone’s money 
and which, as soon as you cut off 
one head of management, grew 
another nine regional heads 
more expensive than the first 
And Hetcules stared straight at 
it and said in a loud voice; “I 
pledge myself to do something 


about this.” And the Hydra 
was so surprised it died laugh- 
ing, and that was the second new 
labour. 

Then he came to the prob- 
lem of the bunting of the 
Cexynean hind, but he said 
there was no time to debate 
hunting this time round, and that 


was the third new labour. And 
then he came to the - 
Erymanthian bore, and he said 
to it, “Yes, yes, yes, Robin, we 
all know you’ve been to 
Exymanthia to do some trouble- 
shooting, just don’t go on about 
it - IT! do the boring round 
here!" and that was the fourth 
new labour. 

Now he came to the racing 
stables of King Augeias, whose 
Grand Prix horses were famous 
throughout the world, but where 


the stables were filthy with pol- 
lution not just from droppings 
but also from tobacco. “No 
problem," said Hercules, and 
people nodded wisely and said, 
yes, there was no problem, and 
that was the fifth new labour. 
Then Hercules came to the 
singing birds of Stymphalia, 
some of which sang opera in for- 
eign languages and some in 
their own language, and they 
made a frightful noise day and 
night, and ate up money by the 
million, and Hercules forced 
them to go and live in one opera 
house and dear up their own act, 
and that was the sixth new 
labour. 

Hie he came to the Cretan 
Bull, which he bad culled, say- 
ing it was mad because of the 
previous government, and then 


he came to lots of other prob-': 
lems such as the Millennium' 
Dome, which Atlas usually car- , 
ried on his shoulders and which ‘ 
Hercules bore for a second just . 
for a photo-opportunity, and- 
then he pledged himself to in- 
troduce the Single Girdle of 
Hippolyte, and he cleared up 
lots of other problems, or at least: 
it was announced by his faith-, 
ful servant Mandeles that hei 
had. 

And finally be went back to: 
the Oracle, and said: “I have' 
done all these 12 tasks. Are my ~ 
ratings now back to the previ-: 
ous high level which I enjoyed' 
for so long?” L 

And the Grade said; “No, * 
they are dol” 

But Hercules ignored this* . 
and behaved as if they were. 
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Cover your posterior isn’t 
, t * 1e long-term answer 



HAMISH 

Mcrae 

future 

generations 


Politicians have a problem with posterity. 
Benjamin Disraeli wrote that “the youth of 
a nation are the trustees of posterity”, and 
the youth vote is certainly something that 
politicians try to chase. But if you look at 
what politicians do, rather than what they 
say, the record is abysmal 

Take two hot political issues of the au- 
tumn, the environment and pensions. In a 
couple of weeks' time there will be anoth- 
er global summit on the environment, in 
Kyoto, Japan. You have probably already 
noticed that there is a row brewing. If the 
build-up of global warming gasses is to be 
curbed action is needed now: the longer the 
delay the more serious the problem. But the 
developed world, already failing in the main 
to meet the C02 emission targets agreed 
at the last earth s ummi t in Rio, is now 
findin g great difficulty in agreeing on a new 
set. • 

The US in particular finds itself in the 
dock, but for others to shout at the present 
US Administration is pretty pointless. The 
problem is not with the Administration, for 
the vice-president, A1 Gore, author of Earth 
in the Balance , is one of the US’s most ar- 
ticulate environmentalists. No, the problem 
is democracy: voters in America - and not 
just America - will not support the signifi- 
cant increase in energy taxation which 
might. curb energy use. 

The difficulty is not confined to devel- 
oped countries: the developing world, to gen- 
eralise, is even more reluctant to accept curbs 
on the growth of emissions - even though 
the long-term impact of climatic change 
would seem a more serious threat to most 
developing countries tban to the developed. 
Countries In temperate zones could cope 
more easily with global warming than those 
in tbe tropics. 

. . Now take pensions. Pay-as-you-go pen- 
sions - where each generation of people of 
working age pays tbe pensions of the pres 
vious generation, now retired -are the stan- 
dard model for state pensions in the 
developed world. But a system designed for 
a ratio of about six workers to every pen- 
sioner (the norm in the 1950s) cannot work 
when there are only two workers for every 
pensioner - as will be the case in 2030 when 

people bow in their 20s and 30s wffl be draw- 
ing their pensions. 

Every politician with a social security brief 
knows this. Hie IMF has calculated that the 
projected deficits of the social security sys~^ 
terns of Italy, Fiance, Japan and Germany’ 
will by 2050 be more than three times their 

GNP- ^ 

But hardly anything is being done. By 
rights governments ought to be running large 
surpluses now to take into account these fu- 
ture liabilities, but with a couple of excep- 
tions they all run deficits. Here at least we 
are now thinking of pension reform, and it 
looks as though we will move to some kind 
of system where people who can afford to 
saw for their own.pensaons will be encour- 


aged, even forced, to do so. 

We are lucky, too, in having a developed 
system of private sector pensions. In that 
sense we are perhaps more advanced in our 
pension pla nni ng than any other large 
democraqr. But, despite this, in his first bud- 
get the Chancellor actually increased the tax 
burden on company pension funds. Some- 
how We will all live to save more. Later this 

month, when the outline budget for next year 
is presented, look at what he actually plans 
to do about taxation of savings, not what he 
says. 

If politicians find it hard to think long- 
term, what alternative is there? In some 
areas financial markets can help. It may 
seem strange to argue that markets have a 
longer-term focus than . politicians. But 
whenever a government issues a bond ma- 
turing in 30 years* time, the investors are 
taking an implicit view on credit-worthiness 
and inflation over the next 30 years. In- 
vestors who buy companies whose shares 
trade on 30 years' earnings are making a 
long-term judgement that these companies 
will prosper. 

So to some extent — and 1 think pensions 
are very good example - the markets are 
more appropriate mec hanisms for making 
a judgement than politicians, lb whom 
would you rather entrust your pension: a big 
life assurance company like the Pru or the 
unknown politicians who will be r unning the 
show in 2040? 

But there are some problems that mar- 
kets cannot fix. Coping with global warm- 
ing is one. Tbe outcome is too uncertain, the 
period too long, for markets to signal now 
that say, tbe price of oil should be three times 
its present level. Of coarse we should be con- 
serving energy now, in the interests of the 
generations to come. But tbe-markets will 
not make us do so. 

What can? What mechanism can there 
be which will counter-balance the sbort- 
tennism of democratic politics? I suppose 
the question would seem odd to any other 
generation. Our ancestors who built the 
medieval cathedrals understood perfectly the 
idea of creating something that would not 
be finished in one’s own lifetime. Individu- 
ally we still are prepared to make sacrifices 
now for people to benefit from in the future. 
But collectively we do not seem to be able 
to do so. 

Or at least not through government Sur- 
veys repeatedly show disdain towards pol- 
itics, particularly among the young. But 
maybe that is because choices are not: 
presented in full That surely is the enor- 
mous challenge for politicians: to explain 
the consequences on future generations of 
present policies, and where politics cannot 
solve a problem, move the decision-mak- 
ing process out of the politician zone. I sup- 
pose handing monetary policy to the 
central bank is a good global example of 
politicians accepting that influencing the 
value of a currency is too important to be 
left to elected representatives. But not every 
derision can be relocated, even if politi- 
cians wanted to withdraw from present 
areas of power. 

I have no magic wand here, but I can sug- 
gest a place to start. It is for politicians to 
test every idea, every policy for its impact 
one generation hence. Perhaps the Gov- 
ernment should be required to attach a “pos- 
terity impact statement’' (on the model of 
environmental impact statements) to every 
bill it presents to Parliament. They should 
ask the question -bow will this policy affect 
people In, say, 2020? - and try and give an 
honest answer. Who knows, it might even 
attract theyouth vote. It would certainly per- 
form that other function, expressed by US 
author William Safire: “Cover your ass -the 
bureaucrat’s method of protecting his pos- 
terior from posterity.” 
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The more we alter, the less 
we seem to change 



DAVID 

WALKER 

SOCIAL 
ATTITUDES / 


It’s fashionable, close to the 
to bang on about 
chah^pniu^ing, inexorable, 
globalrGiaqge is exciting. It 
sells Demos pamphlets, and 
newspapers, too - we are great 
lighters of candles at the shrine 
of novelty and its fellow saint, 
youth. . - . 

Reality, however, is pretty 
stolid. People out there - you 
-do not readily change. Youth, 
in every generation, seeks to be 
a bit different and, in every gen- 
eration, ends up a few years 
later remarkably like its prog- 
enitors. Swopping jobs, like 
swopping spouses, remain mi- 
nority pursuits. As for altering 
opinions and views of the 
world, conservatism rules OK. 

But not Tbiyism. For near- 
ly 20 years tbe Conservatives 
had their chance to shape the 
nation. Mrs Thatcher grabbed 
it in tender places but neither 
hearts nor public mind fol- 
lowed. The Tories bribed 
(council bouse sales, privatisa- 
tion issues) and they cajoled. 
Their pals in the American- 
owned press (eg The Times ) 
hammered away, invoking 


the Zeitgeist on a daily basis. 

The public, however, did not 
buy. Today we have the evi- 
dence of the latest annual 
British Social Attitudes series. 
Question after question com- 
pares beliefs and opinions at the 
end of the Conservative era 
with those in tbe early Eighties 
and time and again the pollsters 
find the impact of Thatcherite 
Toryism on what people fed has 
been remarkably - and sur- 
prising^ - limited. 

. Tkke the much-vaunted phe- 
nomenon of “Thatcher's chil- 
dren” - those bom in the late 
Sixties &id Seventies who came 
of agfe tinring her ascendancy. 
They turn out not to have been 
branded by the experience. A ; 
little more materialistic, per- 
haps, -but otherwise they, are- 
onlyfamily different from old- ' J 
' er members olthe population, 
especially in their broad gauge : 
collectivism. They are, it's true, 
more pro-European than their' 
elders and more critical of tbe 
monarchy but these are hard- 
ly results Lady Thatcher herself 
would have wished for. 

Of course what people say 
they think and what they do 
, (ie vote Tbry in successive gen- 
eral elections until 1997) are not 
entirely on all fours. Attitude 
surveying is a kind of connois- 
seur ship of hypocrisy. But 
Social and Community Plan- 
ning Research, which mounts 
the survey, is recognised as the 
most rigorous monitor of core 
public sentiment 

Each year, it asks a nation- 
al sample tbe same questions. 
Hie result is a reputable picture 
of change. Or, as it often turns 
out stasis. The British were, 
and remain, social democratic 
and collectivist in their leanings: 
they want government to pro- 
vide health and welfare and, 
within limits, intervene at large 


in the workplace, in the envi- 
ronment, on the streets and on 
television (to control sexy and 
violent images). 

They are, it is true, less keen 
on government intervention in 
economic life than when Jim 
Pflllaghan fell — to that extent 
the New Right has won a great 
and permanent victory. But on 
closer inspection the pablic 
turns out not to be ideological- 
ly opposed to government in- 
volvement in the private sector, 
just pragmatic. The researchers 
have turned up signs that the 
public - increasingly worried 
about employer power- might 
even favour government legis- 
lation in favour of European- 
style works councils, giving staff 
a bigger say in their ferns, band- 
Jy-a- favourite Tory project 
- What^uKSuaiely is dear is 
that tbe ambitions programme 
of social reindoctrinatibn an- 
nounced by Keith Joseph in the 
Seventies, when Mrs Thatcher 
took over as leader of the Tbries, 
has conclusively failed- Ordinary 
people continue to reject the ad- 
vice of Frederick Hayek and the 
economists by continuing to 
apply tests of fairness to the 
world around them, inducting - 
and especially - the place they 
work. Hayek and Thatcher may 
havethoi^htsodaJjusticeanOD- 

seuse; for most people it remains 
a daily calibration. 

People are more suspicious 
than ever of business (the ques- 
tions are couched in terms of 
“Wg business”). Huy have mea- 
sured then firms and their man- 
agers and found them too often 
to behave unfairly. Staff in- 
creasingly feel they lack a voice 
at work. There is, it’s true, 
some association between these 
attitudes and the economic 
cycle. A protracted period of 
prosperity might assuage the 
anxieties - it might be that if 


Child abusers: treat them young and stop the cycle 
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chiatrists, probation officers 

and social workers will air the 

latest research about children 
who sexually abuse other chil- 
dren. It is an uncomfortable 
issue, difficult to confront This 


nurses. It is about 10 ?ear-old 
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lings with objects. 

The conference, - to be 
attended by Allan Levy, OCr 
the eminent. childcare lawyer, 
tc 2J receive little publicity, in 
contest to the hysteridil meffia 
, mm k1h> Oliver and 


Sidney Cooke, 
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WifowiDbere. 
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Qjoke. Yet the two subjects are 

intimately related For pae- 
dophiles do not spring out of 
the woodwork at the age of 40.- 
Up to half of adult offenders 
cany out their first assaults in 
adolescence or earlier. 

Society’s dilemma about 

adult abusers stems from the 
knowledge that they cannot be 
reformed only contained/tx- 
penence shows that they offend 
j oM>; n Vr»mo abosers. 


t today* psy- 


frmeano again, xuuiis «— - ^ 
on the other hand offer 501116 
hope. Professfrmafe believe that 
the right kind of intervention, 
made at an early enough stage, 
can prevent them from be- 


coming locked into a pattern of 
compulsive behaviour. 

Over tbe last decade, a num- 
ber of intensive treatment pro- 
grammes have been set up that 
aim to break this destructive 
cyde. Ingroup and individual 
psychotherapy, young people 
are impelled to face up to the 
consequences of their actions 
and to examine their own often 
profoundly .troubled back- 
grounds. 

It is early, days, but the 
people working in this field are 
tentatively optimistic. Of the 
youngsters who have com- 
pleted a project in Salford 
.Greater Manchester, for in- 
stance, only 4-percent have re- 
offended since 1992. Such 
statistics are unreliable, since 
tile vast majority of dnld abuse 
goes undetected. But project 
workers say the clinical evi- 
dence is compelling. In most 
cases, they say, children who 
undergo therapy emerge less 
sexually aggressive, better able 
to empathise with their victims 
and more conscious of poten- 
tially hazardous situations: in 
short, less, of a risk to other 
children. 

The programmes are run by 


the probation service, hospitals 
and voluntary agencies such as 
the NSPCG But there are only 
a handful of them, serving 
small -parts of the country. 
Even where a local treatment 
farilky easts, social service de- 
partments- the main source of 
referrals - are often reluctant 
to provide the -funds for a 
placement. This is highly spe- 
cialised, highly expenrive work. 
Given competing demands on - 
limi ted budgets - including 
care for victims of abuse -it is 
not given high priority. 

The barriers are conceptu- 
al* as wdl as financial When the 
extent of adult -paedophilia 
began to be. uncovered in the 
1980s, society reacted with dis- 
belief As, in the 1990s, the next 
layer has been peeled away, re- 
vealing that children them- 
selves can be abusive, this idea 
has met even greater resis- 
tance. There is stiD a tendency 
for childcare experts to put such 
behaviour down to adolescent 
experimentation, and a reluc- 
tance by police to prosecute for 
fear of labelling young people 1 
as sex offenders. 

The small group of dedi- 
cated dinkaans working in this 


area believes that thousands of 
deeply disturbed young people 
are slipping through the net, 
moving inexorably on to ever 
more serious offences. One- 
third of people convicted for 
sex crimes are under 21. Yet 
Eileen Vizard, a consultant 
child psychiatrist who sees chil- 
dren as young as six at the 
Young Abusers Project in Lon- 
don says that funding is with- 
held even in some desperate 
cases. By the mid-teens, she 
says, it is often top late .to 
intervene. 

In 1992, the charity NCH 
Action for Children set up a 
committee of. inquiry into 
young abusers and issued a re- 
port regarded as the definitive 
statement .on the subject 
Among the recommendations 
of the report commissioned 
jointly with the Department of 
Health, was the creation of a 
national network of specialist 
services. 

Five years on, services are 
still patchy and swamped by de- 
mand. The Government lias yet 
to indicate its line on the issue, 
although Jack Straw’s punitive 
approach to juvenile crime 
genially does not bode well for 


this group of offenders. Simply 
locking them up is not the an- 
swer, and only a couple of 
young offender institutions 
offer intensive treatment 
programmes. 

What is required is a joint 
policy and strategy initiative 
from central government that 
spans aD the relevant depart- 
ments - health, education, 
social security, criminal justice 
- and facilitates the establish- 
ment of a wkfe spectrum of pro- 
jects: in the community, in 
residential units and in youth 
custody centres. It should also 
be made dear to social and 


problem should be placed very 
high on their agenda. 

Realising these ambitions 
will not come cheap. But with- 
holding the resources will prove 
for more costly, in terms of ac- 
commodating offenders in 
prison and repairing the dam- 
age to future victims. It is not 
good enough to throw our 
hands up in horror when an- 
other small child is raped and 
strangled. While we foil to 
meet this challenge, we are cre- 
ating the next generation of 
paedophiles. 


Labour's economic policy am- 
bitions were realised people 
would end up happier with cap- 
italism than under tbe Tbries. 

Of course some attitudes 
have shifted during the past 20 
years. Post-Tbiy Britain is more 
materialistic, more take-the- 
money-and-run. There has 
been a small rise - take a bow 
Peter Lflley- in numbers iden- 
tifying welfare claimants as 
“undeserving”. But, still, this 
view is held by less than a third 
of the population. 

As for the unemployed 
themselves, the surveys say 
their core attitudes to work are 
now and always have been tbe 
same as those in jobs. In other 
wools they want money and see 
ajobas foe way to get it - they 
don’t need the stings and scor- 
pions of benefits reductions to 
make them want to work. 

Post-Toiy Britain bites its 
nails more. You could read 
some of these BSA tables and 
conclude that we do now live in 
an age of anxiety. People tell the 
pollsters of their worries about 
their lade of commitment at 
wcakand theu fear about the fu- 
ture value of dieb homes -it w£Q 
take many more years before tbe 
altitudinal legacy of the 1989 
housing crash is extirpated. But 
they also tell the pollsters that 
their belief in the necessity of 


work is stronger than ever, and 
that they are as keen as ever on 
buying their own homes rather 
than renting them. 

But there is scant support 
here for the kind of apocalyp- 
tic stuff some offered by the 
think-tanks about “post poli- 
tics" and the like. The British 
have, undeniably, been regis- 
tering growing discontent with 
the political system - the poll- 
sters frame their questions in 
terms of trust But the down- 
ward trend in appreciation of 
MRs, councillors and the rest in- 
terestingly bottomed out in 
1996 and has since reversed 
(this, of course, is before For- 
' mala One). Meanwhile, grow- 
ing distrust has been 
accompanied in the tables by 
growing support for Constitu- 
tional reform - itself an entirely 
rational response which indi- 
cates deep-seated faith in the 
capacity of the system to 
change for tbe better. 

There is ammunition here 
for Labour reformers of the 
House of Lords and advocates 
of Freedom of Information 
legislation. Barely a third of the 
population, however, supports 
PR and related changes in 
electoral arrangements. Hiere 
are limits to how much change 
is tolerable to Britain’s great 
band of stoics. 
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Iverson ousted in 
sudden shake-up 
at Laura Ashley 


Ann Iverson was dramatically 
ousted yesterday as chief 
executive of Laura Ashley, the 
troubled fashion retailer, after her 
two-year attempt to improve the 
ailing group’s fortunes ended in 
failure. She will depart with a 
£450,000 pay-off and is tipped to 
return to her native America. 

Nigd Cope, City Correspondent, 
reports on the end of a colourful 
high street saga. 


The decision to replace Ms Iverson, 54. was 
taken by the board after several weeks of 
discussions and she was informed by the 
chairman. John Thornton, on Monday 
evening. The company said its decision had 
not been prompted by pressure from in- 
stitutional shareholders but by the appar- 
ent failure of Ms Iverson's strategy to turn 
tbe group around The company denied that 
Sir Bernard Ashley, Laura Ashley's wid- 
ower, bad instigated Ms Iverson’s removal 
though it is understood he did support it 

Ms Iverson will depart with immediate 
effect with a pay-off of one year's salary 
equivalent to £450,000. Jim Walsh, one of 
her closest allies whom she brought in as 
finance director, is also set to leave though 
he will remain until a successor can be found. 

Stephen Cox. the group's company 
secretary, said: “If you look at this year's 
numbers it was not a surprise. Obviously 
it is disappointing not just for her but for 
the rest of the business. We probably ran 
too far too fast and the plan now will be 
to restore stability." 

David Hoare. who was brought in as 
chief operating officer two months ago. will 
become the group's fourth chief executive 
in less than four years. He is set to review 
tbe group's operations in North America, 
which have been performing poorly. The 
□umber of product lines will also be re- 
viewed after City criticism that the at- 
tempting to sell ladieswear, cbildrenswear 
and home furnishings from small stores is 
proving unsuccessful. 

The company is also in talks with its 


bankers about the terms of a £50m loan. 
A company spokesman claimed that die. 
banks were being supportive. 

Ms Iverson will return her 5S minion 
share options. Mr Walsh will return his 1.1 
million options and will also receive a 
£300,000 payoff. After the controversy of 
Ms Iverson’s remuneration, Mr Hoare is 
being paid a more modest £200,000 a year 
with no bonus. His share option pa drag* 
has yet to be decided. 

Retailing analysts said the riming of Ms 
Iverson's departure was a surprise. Nick 
Bubb of Sod£t£ Gdndrale Strauss TfarnbuD 
said: “Either there has been a falling out 
or there is more bad news about trading 
on the way.” He added: "The task [to turn 
around Laura Ashley] was almost super- 
human. It now faces a long period of con- 
solidation and cost-cutting. But it is a 
business with some kind of future.” 

Ms Iverson's departure marks the end 
of a two-year tenure at Laura Ashley which 
has been characterised by aggressive pre- 
dictions which have seldom been realised 
When she was recruited in June 1995, she 
arrived with a golden reputation as a retail 
wonde rwoman. After making her namp as 
a high flyer at Bonwit Teller and Bloom- 
ingdales in the United States, she was en- 
ticed to Britain by David Dworirin, then head 
of Storehouse, the BHS and Mothercare re- 
tailer. She cemented her reputation here by 
turning around the fortunes of Mothercare 
before returning to America. 

When Sir Bernard Ashley announced 
her as the new diief executive of Lanra Ash- 
ley, she was hailed as the potential saviour 
of the once proud retailer which had 
fallen on troubled times. 

But her appointment caused problems 
from the start. Her pay package, which could 
have netted her £3.4m over three years, ruf- 
fled feathers in the City. And her aggres- 
sive management style soon caused disquiet 
in the boardroom. She recruited an almost 
entirely new team which included John 
Thornton, one of the most senior figures 
at Goldman Sachs, as chairman. She also 
filled the board with several Americans and 
several women. But her hands-on style 
which many said was too interfering, caused 
a string of executives to quit. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Ann Iverson departs with immediate effect, with a payoff of one year's salary equivalent to £450,000 
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Lord MadLaurin, the foimer chztinban of 
Tfesco and now head of the England and 
TOiles Cric&et Board; re set to become the 
next chairman of the %dafone cdlilar tele- 
phone operator. - 

He is expected to takeover the post from 
Sir Ernest Harrisonnezt year as part of a 
. boardroom sbdre-up that wiU two 

new non-executive directors drafted in. Sir 
David Scholey, the fbhnar head of the in- 
vestment bank SG Wxrbiiig, and Professor 
Alec Broers, vice-chancellor of Cambridge 
University, are to ' take . over from Sir 
W illiam Variqw and Sir Robert Dark. 

Lord MacLaurin was' appointed to the 
board as anon-executive earlier this year. 

News of his elevation to the chairmanship 
camel as Vodafone drove home its market 
leadership in the mobile telephone business 
. by unveiling' better than expected interim 
results and a new set of price reductions 
and predicting a record Christmas. 

Vodafone claimed the price reductions 
would undercut Orange's tariffs by between 
5 and 10 per cent, but Orange disputed this. 

The new price cuts will benefit 2.1 million 
Vodafone customers and will see peak-rate 
call charges cut by 12.5 per cent and off- 
peak-rates fall by more than 15 per cent. 

Some charges will fall by up to 16.5 per cent. 

Pre-tax profits for the six months to the 
end of September came in at £297J>m -an 
IS per cent improvement bn lastyear and 
high er than the analysts’ range of forecasts. 

Chris Gent, Vbdafone’s chief executive, said 
it had benefited from a particularly strong 
UK performance which resulted in un- 
dertying profit growth rising by £425m. 

Tbe improvement in profits came despite 
a £10m currency hit because of the strength 
of sterling and £19m erf restructuring charges. 

One of the main factors was a sharp drop 
in bonus payments to service providers which 
have shrunk from £150 to £86 per customer. 

Mr Gent forecast a net growth in cus- 
tomers of around 120g000 in the current quar- 
teradding: “ff looks like bemg a very strong 
Christmas, probably our strongest ever." 

Two-thirds of iis 3 milli on subscribers have^ u 

converted from analogue to digital service 
and usage rates are up from 113 to 133 min- 
utes a month. Despite the damp-down on 
die use of mobile phones in t rains and the 
criticism of their use in cars, Mir Gent said 
□sage levels were benefiting from the growth 
in foe “w alking and talking'’ market. 
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Beckett delivers setback 
to Sears recovery by 
blocking Freemans sale 
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Energis executives will net 
£1 m in flotation bonuses 


> 


The hopes of Sears, the struggling 
retailer, for an upturn in fortunes 
were dealt a further blow yesterday 
when its plan to sell its Freemans 
mall order business to Littlewoods 
for £367 J5m was blocked by the 
Government. Margar e t Beckett, 
President of the board of trade said 
the merger of Littlewoods and 
Freemans “may be expected to 
operate against the public interest.” 
Nigd Cope, City Correspondent reports. 


ublishing the MMC report Margaret Beck- 
1 said she accepted the report’s findings that 
le link-up of the two companies would have 
ven D’ttlewoods a dominant position in the 
gency mail order business. As City analysts 
ad expected sbe concentrated on the possi- 
le impact on lower income groups which use 
jency mail order as a use of cheap credit which 
iey may be denied from other sources such 
; credit cards and store cards. 

She said: “This merger would have a direct 
□pact on a substantial number of individual 
snsumers; over 20 million people in the UK 
se agency mail order. Lower income groups 
lake up around two-thirds of all agents and 
iese groups account for around 70 per cent 
f all agency mail order sales." 

Mrs Beckett said the agency market was 
ighiy concentrated and static. Together with 
le market leader Great Universal Stores, a 

lerged Littlewoods and Freemans would 
ave accounted for 80 per cent of agency mail 
rder sales between them. 

She supported the MMCs view that the 
eal could have reduced competition and led 
j a detrimental effect on choices, prices or 
te efficiency of the market. “Some benefits 
light be expected from the merger if It were 
lowed to proceed but the MMCs conclusion 
that the benefits do not outweigh the ad- 
;rse effects identified in the report, Mrs 
eckelt concluded. 

The decision is a big setback for Sears as 

had hoped to use the proceeds of the Free- 
lans sale to fond a £ 400 m-plus pay-outto the 
txip's long-suffering shareholders. Itwfflnow 
sek to demerge Freemans withm the next two 
iars and will review options on the special 
[vidend or share buy back at the time of the 
slfridges de-merger. It is now likely that onty 

le £77m gained from the sale of the St Enoch s 

lopping centre in Scotland will be returned 
> shareholders. 

Co mm ent in g on the blocking of the Freemans 
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A group of senior executives at 
Energis will net flotation bonuses 
worth more than £lm when the 
telecoms operator comes to the 
stock market next month in an 
offering valuing the company at up 
to £962m. Michael Harrison reports. 
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Sir Bob Rod: Seeking a judicial review but 
plans to improve F r eem ans* performance 


deal Sir Bob Reid, Sears chairman, said he 
regretted the decision and would seek a judicial 
review. However, analysts said the chances of 
success via this route were "virtually nil”. 

Sir Bob said Sears would not seek to sell 
Freemans to any other bidders but concentrate 
on improving its performance. Yesterday it re- 
ported a better than expected trading per- 
formance with second half sales up by 8 per 
cent to date. 

The blow knocked 3.5p off Sears share price . 
which fell to a 15-year low of 545p. Analysts 
said that even though the market had been an- 
ticipating the Government's decision “the news 
was stQl depressing when confirmed”. 

Nick Bubb at Sod£t6 G6n6raJe Strauss 
Turnbull said that when Selfridges was de- 
merged next June it could be worth 3Gp per 
share valuing it at around £460m. This leaves 
otheT parts of the business such as British Shoe 
Corporation valued at almost nothing In the 
current share price. 

Sears says plans to sell the footwear 
businesses are progressing well and that In- 
terest has been expressed in all of the brands. 
Potential buyers are now undertaking their 
due diligence procedures. There have been 
fears that the company may be forced to close 
larger numbers of stores if buyers cannot be 
find. David James, the company doctor, has 
been working on finding buyers since the 
spring together with JP Morgan, the 
investment bank. 
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CURRENCIES 


Gordon Owen, the chairman of Energis and 
the driving force behind its creation using the 
National Grid's distribution system, will re- 
ceive a bonus of up to £895.000, of which about 
£600,000 will be reinvested in buying 200,000 
shares in the business. 

A further 15-20 executives most closely In- 
volved with the development of the business, 
led by finance director Chris Hibbert, will 
share in discretionaiy flotation bonuses of 
£250,000. 

Mike Grabble r, chief executive, will not re- 
ceive a flotation bonus but he has been granted 
more than 800,000 share options which are 
showing a maximum paper profit of £1.7m. 
According to the pathfinder prospectus pub- 
lished yesterday, his salary will be £270,000 
and be will be eligible for an annual bonus 
of up to 50 per cent of basic pay. 

Mr Owen is a lifelong telecoms executive. 
He was finance director of Cable & Wireless 
when it was privatised by the previous gov- 
ernment in 1981. He subsequently became 
chief executive and launched its Mercury sub- 
sidiary in competition with BT 

The shares will be priced at between 250p 
and 325p, giving Energis a total market value 
of between £815m and £962m. A total of 75 
million shares will be issue and priced through 


a book building exercise. Although the issue 
is not being marketed at private sharehold- 
ers, it is thought that between 5 and 7 percent 
of the issue could end up with retail investors. 

The National Grid, which owns 100 per 
cent of Energis, is selling off 26 per cent of 
the total share capital, meaning that the is- 
sue will raise net proceeds of £175m to 
£230m depending on the final share price. 
There is an over-allotment option which wfll 
entitle the Grid to issue a further 11.25 mil- 
lion bringing the proportion of the equity on 
offer to just under 30 per cent. 

All of the proceeds will be used to repay 
a £205 m debt to the parent company and the 
Grid has undertaken not to sell off any more 
of its shares for six months after the float. 

Because of the complicated way the float 
has been structured, the Grid will own just un- 
der 50 per cent of the ordinary voting shares 
but will effectively control nearly three-quar- 
ters of the company through non-voting con- 
vertible preference shares. 

Advisers said this shareholder structure 
would give Energis operational indepen- 
dence from the Grid without removing its bid - 
premium. 

The company, which concentrates exclu- 
sively on the business telephone market and 
high value-added sendees, made a profit of 
£2.1m before interest, tax, depreciation and 
amortisation on sales sales of £69m in the first 
half of this year. 

Energis is forecast to be making profits on ' 
a pre-tax basis in 2000-2001 and paying a div- 
idend the year after. It has 16,000 customers 
spread across 35,000 sites but its two biggest 
customers by far are the BBC and the Grid 
itself, accounting for some £40m of annualised 
sales. 
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BIB man quits after chief executive is hired 
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Peter Van Gelder, managing director of British 
Interactive Broadcasting, the joint venture be- 
tween BSkyB, BT Midland Bank and Mat- 
sushita Electric, hasquit after a chief executive 
was appointed over his head. 

Mr Van Gelder spent less than six months 
in the post, but decided to leave over the week- 
end, following Friday’s appointment of David 
Hilton in the new post of chief executive. 

Mr Hilton was occupying Mr Van Gelder’s 
office yesterday, and calls to Mr Vm Gelder 
were directed to a mobile telephone number 
which he did not answer. Mr Van Gelder, 43, 
was formerly m anag in g director ofTeletext be- 
fore joining BIB in June, 

A spokesman for BIB said: “Mr Van 


wwwJWoomberg.com 


Gelder has decided he isn’t going to stay on 
as managing director. He will continue to work 
with BIB to effect a smooth handover, but he 
has decided on reflection he’d be better off 
pursuing interests elsewhere." The spokesman 
would not comment on Mr Vhn Gelder’s com- 
pensation package, nor on his current salary. 

BIB, which is to provide interactive services 
for digital television, is to make further senior 
appointments shortly in an attempt to boost its 
management team. Sources dose to the com- 
pany said the boardroom shake-up came ata sen- 
sitive time. The European Commission recently 
sent BZB a 1st of concerns focusing on the link- 
up of dominant players such as BT and BSkyB. 

-Cathy Newman 
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Iverson made things worse at Laura Ashley 


OUTLOOK 

ON LAURA ASHLEY'S 
TROUBLES. THE 
STOCK EXCHANGE'S 
trading problems 
and the iron 
CHANCELLOR 


Wien She was appointed as chief eascn- 
pve of Laura Ashley, Anne Iverson must 
nave known she was taking on one of the 
toughest jobs in British ret ailing Unfor- 
lunatel y she seems to have made her task 
tougher still by adopting an over-optimistic 
view about what could be achieved. Yes- 
terday she duly paid the price. 

Laura Ashley has been all at sea ever 
smce its synonymous founder and inspi- 
ration died more than ten years ago. This 
is often the case with entrepreneurial com- 
panies after the visionary who created 
them passes away. In many respects, it is 
a miracle that Laura Ashley is still here 
at all, given die experimental management 
the company was subjected to and the de- 
gree to which It strayed from the princi- 
ples, designs and culture made it into 
a household name. 

The situation was bad enough when the 
flame haired Mr Iverson arrived. Fkr from 
correcting the company’s difficulties, her 
go getting, hands on, whirlwind approach 
to management seems to have made 
them worse. Her whole modus operand] 
tended towards the over-optimistic and the 
expa n si onar y, but this proved to be the last 
thing that Laura Ashley needed. 

Ms Iverson's biggest mistake was the bog 
drive for expansion in the US, which she 
rightly saw as a natural for the Laura Ash- 
ley brand. Operationally, however, the com- 
pany was never up to it, and the push his 
resulted in tag losses. There was also a more 
fu n d am ental difficulty. On the garments 
side of the business, she and others took 
the product in the wrong direction. What- 


ever that product now is, one thing is cer- 
tain - it is not Laura Ashley. The new man 
in the job, David Hoare, a former Bainie, 
is likely to be much more suited to the calm, 
step by step, back to its origins approach 
this company really needs. The goals wilj 
be more modest, but the result should be 
a good deal more satisfactory. 

Ms Iverson departs from the wreckage 
with a year’s pay and plenty of time to pur- 
sue her friendship with Sir Geoffrey 
Mulcahy of Woolworths, with whom she 
has been romantically linked. This is 
perhaps more than she deserved. 

Order-driven 

anomalies 

The Stock Exchange is sticking to the script 
on the alleged shortcomings of its new or- 
der-driven trading system, but worries are 
plainly mounting that Sets is not the un- 
qualified success we have been led to be- 
lieve. Yesterday’s move to allow execution 
only brokers to warn their diems to trade 
later in the day when they might get a bet- 
ter price is an embarrassing admiaran that 
the new system is potentially flawed. 

In the run up to its launch four weeks 
agp, it was claimed that Sets would be the 
investor’s friend, making it cheaper for 
everyone to buy and sell shares by slas hing 
the difference between the bid and offer 
prices that used to represent the marke t 
maker's cut It hasn’t worked out that way. 
Far from becoming extinct, jobbers are for 


the time being making hay. They are still 
conducting two thirds of all business and 
making a better turn on it to booL 

According to the Exchange, the aver- 
age spread has fallen below the old sys- 
tem’s benchmark of just over 0.6 per cent. 
For most of the day it hovers around 03 
percent, but that disguises periods at both 
ends of the trading day when the spread 
is much higher. At the opening, it can be 
four times as much and does not tend to 
fall until about 10 o’clock whenthe mar- 
ket has enough depth to make it a sensi- 
ble reflection of buying and selling 
intentions. 

What that means in practice is that 
some pretty sQly prices gel quoted, and 
because the computer just docs what it’s 
told, some pretty ally deals get done. This 
is fine if you are close to the market and 
able to get a feel for what is the right price 
by watching other deals go through (he sys- 
tem. It is not much good to Auntie Flo 
telling her no-frills broker to sell ho- build- 
ing society shares “at best price”. 

Every day a glaring anomaly is thrown 
up. For instance, a string of trades in 
Williams yesterday at 35 lp was followed 
by one insignificant deal of 1,000 shares at 
390p. Moreover, because it was the last or- 
der book transaction of the day in the stock, 
the higher price was booked as the clos- 
ing price and is what appears in today's 
newspapers. This despite bearing no rela- 
tion to the vast bulk of yesterday's dealings. 

The relationship between the Stock Ex- 
change and its computers being what it is, 
Gavm Casey is talring great care not to seem 


complacent, but be appears wanym^y con- 
tent to wait and see if higher volumes will 
solve the problem. They may do, but just 
in case the Exchange reverts to fonn, make 
sure you deal after lunch and set a limit. 

Boom will not last 
for Brown 

It should perhaps come as a surprise to 
learn that Gordon Brown has been 
tougher on public spending than Kenneth 
Garke, but somehow it doesn’t Where Mr 
Clarke a year ago revised up his forecast 
for the current year's PSBR from £l5bn 
to £19bn, his successor is likely to revise 
his down from £11 bn to £9bn. The scale 
of the boom has exceeded all expectations, 
explaining part of the Brown improve- 
ment. But more important is the fact that 
central government departments are so far 
spendin g less this year than they were last. 
The new Chancellor does indeed seem to 
be made of iron. 

It won’t lasL The economy will start to 
slow next year. In addition, the pressures 
for higher public spending so widely dis- 
cussed during the election campaign have 
not vanished in the new dawn. Fay is one 
issue. The only reason economy-wide av- 
erage earnings look so favourable despite 
fallin g unemployment is because of the 
public sector pay freeze. The time will 
come when nurses, teachers and council 
officials have to be awarded a decent rise. 

Nor wil] the Government be able to es- 


cape spending more money on health and 
education. Yesterday’s news of bigger and 
longer NHS waiting lists can only have re- 
infOTced the new Government’s concern 
about this political and fiscal timebomb. 
For all Gordon Brown’s determination to 
reallocate money within the total and 
make savings on efficiency, the Govern- 
ment cannot hope to meet the public s ex- 
pectations through this route alone. 

The Chancellor will undoubtedly want 

to stick to his own golden rule on the gov- 
ernment budget, with borrowing limited 
to the amount of public sector investment 
over the course of a business cycle. Mr 
Brown is so determined to be fiscally pru- 
dent that he plans to legislate for bor- 
rowing rules. 

So how is he going to accommodate 
these growing pressures on spending? One 
obvious solution would be to fudge it - to 
redefine public investment to include some 
health and education spending after the 
results of the “Comprehensive Spending 
review” are announced next summer. This 
would give extra leeway on borrowing. The 
trouble with this approach is that the City 
would see it for what it would be, a tricky 
sleight of hand. 

The more likely solution, then, would 
be for the Chancellor to resort to a mix 
of asset sales and hi gh taxes. There’s noth- 
ing left of the family silver now, but there 
is still the odd pewter mug lying on the 
back shelf that might hold a car boot sale 
price. Rather more promising is the 
scope for raising taxes. Inevitably this is 
where the real squeeze is going to come. 


Japan stocks bounce 
back as government 
relief plan unveiled 


will IK! 
nuses 


^The startling rally in the 
Japanese stock market 
showed no sign of abating 
yesterday, despite a 
. lukewarm reaction to a 
new government package 
designed to stimulate ‘ 
the stalling economy. 
Richard Uoyd Parry reports 
from Tokyo. 


The Nikkei stock average of 225 
leading shares closed at 
16,72637, up 443 points or 2.7 
per cent Since the beginning of 
the week, stocks have risen by 
more than 10 per cent, despite 
the collapse on Monday of 
Hokkaido Thkushoku, Japan’s 
tenth biggest bank. 

Investors took heart from 
hints by ministers that, despite 
their new willingness to let big 
banks go under, depositors 
would be protected by the 
government — a position which 
appeared to be echoed yester- 
day by Ryu taro Hasbxmoto, the 
Prime Minister. 

“As I’ve said, we want to bold 
a meeting with this in mind,” he 
replied, in answer to a question 
about whether public funds 
would be made available. 

Officials of the Ministry of 
Finance admitted after the col- 
lapse of Hokkaido Thkushoku 
that they expected “one or two 
more banks to go under” . Omi- 
nously, the Ministry of Finance 


of Hokkaido Bank, a regional 
bank based, like Hokkaido 
Thkushoku, on Japan's north- 
ernmost, island. Hokkaido has 


owned up to about 200bn yen 
(£940m) in bad loans, general- 
ly judged ro be an underestimate. 

But in the financial world, 
there fa presently little doubt that 
the government wiD step in to res- 
cue depositors at stricken banks 
— if not the institutions them- 
selves. Among the public, how- 
ever, the use of taxmoney to save 
banks which have gone under due 
to their own bad lending decision 
is unpopular. In any case, the gov- 
ernment has committed itself to 
cutting public spending in an 
effort to cut its own debt of more 
than ¥ 500 trillion. 

The government’s difficulties 
were underlined yesterday by the 
ann ouncement of a new policy 
package of deregulation mea- 
sures intended to boost the pri- 
vate sector and stimulate 
stagnant growth. It contained 
more than 100 individual mea- 
sures, ran g in g from the privati- 
sation of KDD, the country’s 
higgnst international phone car- 
rier, to government loans for 
small business, and a change in 
stock market rules to allow 
banks and insurance compa- 
nies to compete with brokerages- 

According to the Economic 
P lannin g Agency (EPA), the 
overall effect of the package on 
the economy will be 60 trillion 
yen. Previous injections of gov- 
ernment cash, some 60 trillion 
yen worth between 1992 and 
1995, have “resulted in the worst 
and most critical fiscal conditions 
among the major economies in 
the world," said the economic 
planning minister* Koji Onu- I 
am fully convinced that this 
economic policy package will 

soon push our economy bade on 


a robust growth path led by more 
vigorous and dynamic eoonom- 
ic activities in the private sector.” 

But some of the measures 
outlined will not take effect un- 
til 1999, and the concession on 
which business had been pinning 
its hopes of short-term relief - 
tax cuts - was absent from the 
package, although a review of 
corporate tax cuts is promised 
for December. “The question is 
whether it can serve as a quick 
fix for the flagging Japanese 
economy ” said Kosaku Inaba, 
chairman of the Japan Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. T 
hope the government will for- 
mulate an additional package 
that includes tax cute," said 
Shoji Tkuda, president of the 
Mitsukoshi department store 
chain, badly hit by the rise last 
April in the consumption tax. 

Elsewhere in Rir East mar- 
kets, the escalating problems in 
South Korea dominated the 
clay’s events. The key KOSEA. 
stock market index plunged as 
much as 4 per cent after South 
Korea’s parliament rejected 
financial reform bills, heighten- 
ing speculation that the 
government would seek tens of 
billions of dollars from the 
International Monetary Fund 
The KOSPA index still finished 
232 per cent down on the day. 

In HoogKbog a timefrday ral- 
ly in share prices was halted as the 
Hang Seng index fell 17437 
points to 1 (X245-18. Tberewas far- 
ther concern about possible in- 
terest rate increases. “Hong Kong 
interbank rates are up sightly, and 
thaft enough to make people ner- 
vous,” said Janies Osborn of 
ING-Baring Securities (HK). 



Japanese shares surged overnight on reports, later denied, that Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto (above) said public funds would be used to bid out the shaky banking sector 


Sabena buys Airbus jets 
in $1 .5 bn agreement 


Stakeholder threat to pension laggards 
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Boeing to a $l3bn (£S90m) 
order from the Belgia n flag- 
carifex Sabena in a move which 
wfflsee the European aircraft 
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Meanwhile, Airbus was 
poised to pick up further 
launch orders for its stretched 
A34O*5O0 and 600 jets from 
Lufthansa and Swissair. The in- 
dustrial launch of the new jet, 
expected to cost about $2bn to 

develop, has been held up be- 
cause of uncertainties about 
UK funding for the project. 

The Government has in- 
dicated that it will not provide 
British Aerospace with £120m 
tn launch aid to build the wmgs 
for the A340-500 and 600. 

BAe, which has a 20 per 
cent stake in Airbus, is facing 
total devjbpment costs of 
£ 360 m and has warned that it 
may take the Airbus work 
abroad if the Government re- 
uses to provide launch invest- 
ment putting thousands of j^s 
at risk- Alternative location for 

building the wings include 
Spain and Italy- 


Helen Liddell, Economic 
Secretary to the 
Treasury, said yesterday 
that failure by pension 
providers to dear up the 
mfe'selKng scandal 
would affect their ability 
to sell in two potentially 
vast new markets- 
stakeholder pensions 
and Individual savings 
accounts. Andrew Verity 
reports. 


In a statement to the House of 
Commons, Mis Liddell said 
the records of investment firms 
fn compensating investors for 
ms^effing wffl be taken into ac- 
count when they apply to sell 

the newjfinancialproduastobe 
launched by the Government. 
She said: “We anticipate 

that future dccfefaroffli the reg- 


ulatory approval of stakeholder 
pensions would take into ac- 
count the conduct and corpo- 
rate. governance of those 
kivolved.Tte would include; of 
course, their record in settling 
cases of mis-sold pensions. 

“The Government believes 
that the time has come for a 
whole range of sanction to 
come into play. The only way for 
a firm or an individual to avoid 
dfec^iinaiy action is to avoid the 
conduct which warrants it” 

The Government also con- 
firmed yesterday that directors 
could be removed from board- 
room posts for failure to most 
deadlines for dearing up the 
jne-selling scandal- More than 
90 per cent of the top priority 
cases must be completed by the 
end of December. 

* Errant directors could also 
be barred from working with- 
in the financial services indus- 
try. The same will apply to the 
managers and sales staff of life 


insurers and independent 
financial advisers. 

“Far too many firms - from 
big insurance companies to. 
small independent financial 
advisers- have been slow to act 
Some films have hardly started. 
They have not yet grasped the 
severity of the situation,” Mrs 
Liddell said. 

While the Government has 
hinted in the past that poor coo- 
duct of the renew of mis-sold 
pensions would affect the abil- 
ity to seE the new products, Mis 
LiddelTs statement is the first 
explicit warning. 

Stakeholder pensions are at 
the heart of the Government's 
much-touted pension reforms, 
aimed at gjvingpeople on lower 
incomes better access to pension 
provision. They wffl be designed 
as collective investments and 
marketed through trade unions, 
professional bodies and other 
affinity groups. 

Given that S million people 


have no retirement provision 
except state pensions, the mar- 
ket is potentially huge. In order 
to compete with other pension 
products, the new pensions 
would have to enjoy tax breaks. 

Mrs Liddell has also given 
her first formal warning that 
mistakes in the mis-selling re- 
view will affect decisions on 
which companies will sell indi- 
vidual savings accounts, the 
new tax-privileged vehicle set 
for launch in April 1999. 

For companies Kkefy to fail 
to complete the pension mis- 
selling review on time, the 
statement confirms that filture 
earnings are in jeopardy. When 
individual savings accounts 
(ISAs) are introduced, they 
will be designed to accept tens 
of billions of pounds of mon- 
eyed in personal equity plans 
(PEFs). If the company cannot 
offer ISAs, any funds held in 
PEPs are likely to move away 
to other providers. 


Brown is able to 
slash borrowing 


The Government^ 
finances are in better 
shape than anybody 
expected. The reason is 
Gordon Brown’s success 
at beating even the tough 
Tory spending targets, as 
Dkme Cbyfe, Economics 
Editor, reports. 


..The Government repaid £5.7bn 
of its debt in October, taking its 
borrowing for the financial 
year so far to just £2.6bn com- 
pared with£113bh at the same 
stage last year. 

The one-off sale of Ministry 
of Defence housing makes the 
comparison unfair. Even so. 
City analysts were unanimous 
yesterday in predicting that 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer would be able to an- 
nounce a target for the public 
sector borrowing requirement 
this year of some £2bn below 
the target be set in July. 

The strong economy has 
helped deliver the improvement 
in borrowing, boosting the tax 
take and helping reduce ex- 
penditure on social security 
payments. 

Yesterday’s figures show- 
ing a surplus of government 
revenue over expenditure in 
October benefited from 
£10.8bn in corporation tax re- 
ceipts, a £1.7bn increase on the 
same month last year. There 
will be another tax bonus from 


windfall tax revenues of £2.6bn 
due in December. 

The picture for total tax rev- 
enues is more mixed, however. 
Income taxes were up strongly 
year-on-year but customs and 
excise receipts such as VAT 
were, surprisingly, lower than 
a year ago. 

The mam reason for the 
better-than-expected borrowing 
figures published yesterday is 
the Government’s ultra-tough 
control of spending. Depart- 
mental expenditure in the first 
seven months of this financial 
year is 0.7 per cent lower than 
last year, much less than the an- 
nual growth rate of L7 percent 
pencilled in Ity the Treasury. 

Spending is likely to in- 
crease over the course of the 
next few months. Departments 
traditionally catch up in. the 
final month or two of the 
financial year if they face the 
risk of an underspend being car- 
ried over into the subsequent 
year's allocation. 

Many economists also ex- 
pect the pressure for higher 
spending on health and edu- 
cation to derail the Iron Chan- 
cellor's targets in the end. 

David Hillier, UK econo- 
mist at Barclays Capital, said: 
“We ah expected slippage in the 
spending plans after the 
1 elections and you have to give 
them credit for avoiding that. 
But I don’t think a Labour 
Government will carry on de- 
livering negative spending 
growth.” 


N0TICET0 

BENTALLS CARDHOLDERS 

THE MONTHLY RATE OF INTEREST 
APPLICABLE TO BENTALLS CARD 
ACCOUNTS OPERATED BY BENTALLS CARD 
SERVICES IS TO BE INCREASED TO Z10% 
(EQUIVALENT TO AN APR OF 283 
[VARIABLE]). 

THE NEW RATE WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE 
ON 1 DECEMBER 1997 AND WILL APPLY TO 
ALL INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 
OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM THAT DATE. 

THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN CARDHOLDERS' 
CREDIT AGREEMENTS ARE VARIED TO 
REFLECT THESE CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THOSE 
AGREEMENTS. 

BENTALLS CARD SERVICES IS A TRADING 
NAME OF GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED. 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 1456283. 

REGISTERED OFFICE: 

6 AGAR STREET, LONDON WC2N 4HR. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED IS AFFILIATED 
WITH GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) 
AND NOT CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH 
COMPANY OF A SIMILAR NAME. 

, 6BM032 12/57 
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De La Rue: At a glance 

Msfcst value: £922.5m, share price 41 Op (+iZ5p) 
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Operating profit by activity 
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Worst seems over 
at De La Rue 

It has been a tough three years for De 
La Rue shareholders. They have seen 
their investment in the banknote 
printer lose around two-thirds of its 
value as the darling of the recession 
became the currency-stricken lag- 
gard of the boom. From a high of 
I,052p in 1995, on a 35 per cent 
premium to the rest of the market, the 
shares tumbled (o as low as 325p 
during the summer, a similar-sized 
discount. 

Dc La Rue has faced cwo big prob- 
lems. First, there is too much capacity 
in the already mature banknote print- 
ing market and the company's previ- 
ously fat margins have been steadily 
eroded until they are now merely com- 
fortable. Second. 75 per cent of De La 
Rue's UK production goes overseas - 
it has been clobbered by the sLrong 
pound, which has risen by an average 
22 per cent against other European 
currencies in a year. 

Against that gloomy background, 
half year figures yesterday were rather 
beLtcr than expected with profits of 
£56.3m. Strip out the currency effect 
and profits would have increased 8 per 
cent to more than £64m. even if the 
real driver was De La Rue’s associ- 
ates. including Camclot, and not its 
core operations. 

The key to the company regaining 
its previous rating is how successful 
it can be in rolling out new products 
in its cash-handling division, which 
makes banknote sorters, counters 
and dispensers, and in taking advan- 
tage of the inevitable shift from cash 
and simple plastic to highly complex 
smart card technology. Both areas 
have great growth poientiaL However, 
there is. of course, a world of differ- 
ence between operating in a growl h 
area and profiting from it and analysts 
still believe De La Rue's profits will 
be at best pedestrian this year and 
next. The current year forecast of just 
over £UK)m is well down on last 
year’s £ 1 2 1 m which probably won't be 
beaten next year, cither. The worst 
appears to be over for the shares, 
however, and at yesterday's 41 Op. up 
12.5p. they are reasonable value, 
supported by a 6 per cent net yield. 


Rosy prospects 
for Enterprise 

Looking at the speed with which the 
big brewers arc throwing money at de- 
veloping new themed bars and massive 
city centre “super pubs'’, you would 
have thought the days of the traditional 
British boozer were numbered. How- 
ever, the outstanding success of En- 
terprise Inns, with its burgeoning 
portfolio of small tenanted locals, 
shows this is a long way from the truth. 

Enterprise's pre-tax profits, ignor- 
ing restructuring charges, rose 71 per 
cent to £I4_5m in the year to Septem- 
ber. More importantly earnings per 
share, which more accurately reflect the 
underlying performance of the busi- 
ness. rose an impressive 26 per cent. 

The acquisition of John Labatt's 
British pub interests and the west 
country pub group Discovery Inns 
were behind the strong growth. Both 
look great buys. By spending money 
sprucing up the estates and gradually 
disposing of the worst performers, 
average income per pub rase 9 percent 


And margins continue to rise as 
Enterprise spreads overheads over its 
larger portfolio. 

Enterprise plans to continue the 
acquisition spree, aiming to double the 
size of its chain to around 2^00 pubs 
within five years. It can comfortably 
afford to spend another £50m on 
purchases without having to call on 
shareholders for more cash and there 
are no shortage of targets. The brew- 
ers are still intent on running down 
their tenanted estates and plenty of 
smaller pub groups up for grabs. So far 
Enterprise has shown it has a keen eye 
for a bargain and as long as it can keep 
picking up purchases at a decent price 
its prospects look rosy. 

The sort of returns being made from 
investing in managed pubs still look 
attractive compared to tenanted 
estates. However, the managed pub 
market is looking increasingly over- 
crowded and Enterprise's profits are 
less likely to be affected if the econo- 
my begins to slow. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govett fore- 
casts full year profits of £20.5 m, 
putting the shares on a prospective PE 
ratio of just 11. Enterprise's share 


price have risen shaipty since the group 
floated at 145p two years ago, and 
dosed up 0.5p to 26I.5p yesterday. 
They still look good value. 

Limelight still 
sinking 

Limelight, the Moben kitchens and Dol- 
phin bathrooms business, has been one 
of the worst new issues of recent times. 
Floated at 175p a year ago tte shares have 
been devastated by a series of profits 
war nings and the departure of the 
group's chief executive. The shares have 
dumped as low as 35p and investors - if 
they have not sold already - must be 
wondering if there are any grounds at all 
for optimism. 

Not a huge amount, is the short an- 
swer. Yesterday’s trading update said that 
the group expects to record a snail trad- 
ing loss in the current financial year. This 
was considered a profits warning in the 
City even though most analysts gave up 
covering this stock months ago. The 
company had been expected to make a 
modest profiL The shares, so used to bad 
news did not budge from 395p. 

On the positive side the group's re- 
organisation. under which the Mobens 
Kitchens Direct (MKD) business is be- 
ing integrated with the 

Dolphin bathrooms division, is ex- 
pected to reduce the cost base and cre- 
ate a more stable platform for next year. 
There has also been some improvement 
in the fitted kitchens market which 
failed to reap much benefit from the 
building society windfall bonanza. Sales 
and operating profits for the second half 
of tbe year at MKD are expected to im- 
prove while tbe Sharps fitted bedroom 
business is trading in line with the 
board's expectations 

More significantly, the company 
says it may dispose of some divisions 
though it is noLsaying which. Given this 
last point, forecasts for the full year are 
not really meaningful. But for existing 
investors who paid 175p per share 
there is little option but to Ha ng on and 
hope that disposals lift prospects. For 
others there may be some upside for in- 
vestors who are feeling very brave. Bui 
given Limelight’s dismal record in its 
brief life as a public company it should 
best be avoided. 
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Lord Sn»trhi has joined the board of Flextecfa 
as a non-executive director. Maurice Saatchi, a 
partner in M&C Saatchi, will join the cable and 
satellite TV company headed by Roger Luard 
just as FI extech steps up its subscription chan- 
nel joint venture with the BBC 

If Flextechcan make theUKTV project with 
the Beeb work, then it has a very big fiiture. If 
not, then it’s in trouble. Lord SaatchFs ap- 
pointment fits in with Mr Luard’s drive to beef 
up the company on all fronts, including PR and 
non-execs. 

Tbe media industry can be notoriously un- 
forgiving. As one cynical insider described 
Lord Saatchi's appointment yesterday: “The 
head of a company which prizes appearance over 
reality is joining a company which has never 
turned a profiL” Ouch. I'm sure it will all work 
out in the end. 

To Qaridgss on Monday, courtesy of l-a^ar ri^ 
the merchant bank, to listen to Tony Blair waffle 
on about this and that to an audience of high- 
powered industrialists. It was quite dear that 
many of the grtmdes fiomoges bad expected a 
small, select “power lunch” with, tbe nation’s 
leader, instead of which they were confronted 
by a 60-strong mag; meeting. 

Diners were able to disaiss who was the more 
powerful - Mr Blair, or the person sitting next 
to him. Carol Galley of Mercury Asset Man- 
agement. Be rule Ecdestone had not been in- 
vited. Aher giving a rather lacklustre speech, Mr 
Blair quipped: “FB be passing round the hat later 
for donations to tbe Labour Parly. Nothing more 
than £5.000. please.” How they laughed. 

So Liffe is moving to -Spit alf feltfc after fllL Those 
hordes of young people in their multi-coloured 
jackets can relax - they’re not going to be ban- 
ished to Canary Wharf in London's Docklands, 
as many feared. 

Britain's futures market has been bursting 
at the seams for some time now in its Cannon 
Street home, and yesterday the London Borough 
of Tower Hamlets gave the go-ahead for a new 
£2O0m building oa tbe eastern edge of the Square 


Mile which will contain over 680.000 square feet 
of space. Earlier this month John Prescott, Sec- 
retary of Stale for the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions, decided not to call in theplan- 
ning application for the new liffe office. 

Daniel Hudson, Liffe's chief executive, is de- 
lighted that the location of its new home has been 
decided. So concerned was the Corporation of 
London to prevent Liffe from going down the 
river to Canary Wharf that it had agreed to buy 
back the Spitalfields site for £4Gm if anything 
were toendanger theprqject, upuut3 200L 

This generous underwriting must have helped 
sway Liffe to stay in the City. The fixtures mar- 
ket currently houses around 4;500people, and 
next May will temporarily qpifl overihto the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange's oid trading floor on thrqg- 
morton Street. By 2003 when the shiny new 
Spitalfields building is due to be ready Liffe ex- 
pects to house ! 1,700 people. 

Now if I could just find out which company 
supplies all those colourful jackets ... 

Lord MacLanrin of Tteco fame is joining Whit- 
bread as a non-executive director, in order to 
help the brewing group grow in its chosen area 
of “leisure retailing;'’. 

He retired from the supermarket group 
earlier this year at the age of 60, but if anything 
took on even more of a challenge as Chairman 
of the England and Wales Cricket Board 

At Whitbread Lord MacLaurin will be 
rubbing shoulders with other non-execs like Pro 
Leith, the media chef who heads up tbe Royal 
Society of Arts. 

Only 10 per cent of Whitbread’s profits still 
come from its traditional business of brewing 
beer. Lord MacLaurin will be advising on how 
best to grow leisure brands such as Beefeater, 
Pizza Hut . and TGI Fridays, not to mention 
Thresher off licences, made famous by the 
fanner Chancellor Norman Lamont 

The Summer of Love has come late to the UK’s 
chartered accountants.’ My spies teD me that Nick 
Land, Ernst & Young’s boyish senior partner, 
received a standing ovation at KPMG’s annu- 
al partners' dinner held in Birmingham last week. 
The two accountancy giants are in merger talks, 
as every schoolboy knows. 

Accompanied by fellow E&Y partners An- 
drew Jones and CKve Williams, and several hun- 
dred copies of their glossy new annual report, 
Nick was greeted with considerably more en- 
thusiasm than the after-dinner entertainers, the 
Spicey Girls, a tribute band based on the orig- 
inal scary fivesome, who were “authentically 
bad", I am told. 

Ir's definitely the top of the market Sell every- 
thing and head for the hills. Car salesman Andy 
Fern, aged 25, has taken more than a million 
pounds in orders in just 17 days for his new com- 
pany, Stratstone, based in Manchester’s stock- 
broker-belt town of Wdmslow. 

The spotty youth has taken orders for 24 
Boxster 996 Pbraches during the first two and 
a half weeks in the job. Andy himself is more 
interested in motorbikes. Myself. I'm off to the 
bus stop. 
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Co-op Bank customers 
can use Post Offices 

Co-operative Bank yesterday announced that its customers 
will be able to bank at any of the 15,500 Post Offices 
nationwide from next week. After a successful pflot scheme 
involving 1,500 branches, the Co-op has sealed a deal under 
which customers can make cash or cheque deposits at Rost 
Office branches. Cheques can also be cashed at local Post 
Offices. Tbe deal helps remove a marketing problem for Co- 
op Bank, which has bad difficulty attracting new customers 
because of its small, 150-branch network. The Post Office 
is also piloting a scheme to allow customers of Lloyds TSB 
to bank at its branches. 

Camelot profits up 

Camelot, the National Lottery operator, said it expected to 
make £10bn for good causes by the end of its licence in Sep- 
tember 2001, £lbn more than it had originally predicted. 
Camelot celebrated the third anniversary of the tottery by an- 
nouncing a rise in pre-tax profits to £34.8m (£31 .5m) for the 
24- weeks to 13 September. Ticket sales grew 17 per cent to 
£2.46bn thanks to tbe launch of a mid-week TV thaw, which 
bas produced weekly sales of £27. Im and boosted returns to 
gaod causes by £200m. However tbe popularity of Instants cards 
continued to wane with weekly sales falling 9 per cent to £15. 9m. 

BOC results flat 

BOC, tbe gases group, announced flat pre-tax profits of 
£445-2m for the year to 30 September despite the strength 
of sterling, which hit profits by £47.9m. BOC dismissed fears 
that the turmoil in the South-east Asian markets would have 
a long-term affect on its international business. Danny 
Roscnkratz, chief executive said: “We invest for periods of 
more than 15 years. This is just a hiccup." The group has 
established a shortlist of buyers for its Ohmeda health divi- 
sion and is expected to receive firm bids next month. 

US inflation edges up 

Inflation in the US edged up last month. The rate of increase 
in consumer prices rose to 2J per cent from 2.2 per cent in 
September after a 0.2 per cent price rise during the month. 
Airline fares, tobacco and housing costs were tbe main cul- 
prits. New car prices declined and the rate of increase in med- 
ical costs slowed down. The overall rise was exactly as analysts 
had expected, so the financial market reaction to the figures 
was minimal- 

French police raid firms 

French police arrested 100 people yesterday following early 
morning raids at 60 banking, computer and clothing busi- 
nesses in Paris. The police said that those arrested includ- 
ed executives from the biggest French banks, but refused to 
name companies or individuals. The swoop, which involved 
more than 300 officers, was believed to be an attempt to smash 
a Frlbn (£100m) fraud ring. 

Northern Foods ahead 

Northern Foods, the food and dairy group, announced an 18.7 
per cent increase in underlying pre-tax profits to £68.6m for 
the six months to 30 September thanks to a strong perfor- 
mance from its prepared foods division. Tbe group has talked 
to dairy rivals about joining forces but has yet to agree a deal. 


Taylor Nelson in 
£ll9m merger 
with French rival 


Taylor Nelson AGB, the 
market research 
company, yesterday 
trebled its size by 
merging with Sofres, its 
French competitor. The 
£!19m acquisition created 
the world’s fourth largest 
market information 
group, with a presence in 
28 countries. Cathy 
Newman reports. 

Tony Cowling, chief executive 
and managing director of Tay- 
lor Nelson, claimed yesterday 
that the deal made the 1 company 
“genuinely global". 

Taylor Nelson is the UK's 
biggest independent market 
research company, but it ranks 
only 15th in the world in terms 
of turnover. Sofres is the sixth 
biggest market research com- 
pany in the world. 

Mr Cowling, who will be- 
come executive chairman of the 
enlarged group, said Sofres 
complemented Taylor Nelson as 
both companies specialised in 
measuring TV audiences but in 
different countries. In the UK 
and France, Taylor Nelson's 
forte is in healthcare research, 
while Sofres has strengths in 
motor industry research. 

Taylor Nelson is to raise 
£59m through a four-for-nine 
rights issue, which will offer 


more than 100 million new 
shares at 60p each, an under- 
lying 12 per cent discount to the 
market price. Fimalac Com- 
munication. the French quoted 
company which controls Sofres. 
will take an 1 1 per cent stake 
in the enlarged company, at a 
cost of £2Sm. New credit facil- 
ities arranged by Soci£ie 
Gene rale will also help finance 
the merger. 

Tbe two companies talked as 
long as two and a half years ago 
about the logic of coming to- 
gether, Mr Cowling said. But 
the strength of sterling made 
the deal more appealing in re- 
cent months, and serious ne- 
gotiations began about three 
months ago. 

The deal is Taylor Nelson’s 
second big acquisition iu five 
years. It last launched a rights 
issue when it bought AGB 
from Maxwell Communica- 
tions in 1992. That deal more 
than doubled the company's 
size, taking its turnover from 
£20m to £5fim. 

City analysts said that al- 
though the size of yesterdays 
deal could have raised alarm 
bells, in this case it looked 
attractive. Paul Richards, media 
analyst at Panmure Gordon, 
said: ■‘Financially the deal 
stacks up very wcIL institu- 
tions won't be at all upset 
there's a rights issue." 

Taylor Nelson's shares 
closed up 12»p at 73.5p. 
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^ nter P r ' se Oil falls from grace after production target warning 



DEREK PAIN 


MA *KET REPORT" High flying Enterpri,, oa 

crashed 43p to 609p after 
chief executive Pierre Jungels 
warned its production target 
would be missed. 

Speaking at an oil industry 
conference in Norway be said 
ttoi group’s much- vaunted am- 
bition to produce 320,000 bar- 
rels a day would have to be put 
back until 2999. 

Although this year’s output 
had been rather lacklustre 
Enterprise had appeared con- 
fident as recently as Septem- 
ber that It was still on course 
to meet its signalled produc- 
tion levels. But Mr Jungels said 
next year’s output was likely to 
be similar to this year's. His 
comments were immediately 
viewed as a disguised profit 
warning. They flowed over to 
Lasmo, off 6p at 275p. 

Enterprise has had a beady 
stock market ran. At one time 
shares were riding at 729.5p 


with a range of bullish stories 
going the zounds. They were 
pulled back as the market 
came off the boD but were still 
regarded as one of the better 
performing blue-chips. 

The oil group's fall from 
grace was a major factor in Foot- 
sie’s 21.6 points frill to 4,845.4. 

But at least Enterprise’s 
negative contribution was gen- 
uine; Wniiains’ 37p advance to 
390p was entirely fictional. 

For most of the session the 
fire protection and security 
group was traded between 
346p and 351p. Then as the 
market closed there was an 
order-book trade at 390p for 
just 1 ,000 shares. Gearly some 
mistake. Even so Williams 
was elevated to top of the blue- 
chip leader board with the 
alleged 390p close, represent- 
ing a 10.5 per cent gain, used 
in the final Footsie calculation. 

The latest order-driven 


fiasco comes as pressure 
mounts for the Stock Ex- 
change to make the system 
more friendly to agency bro- 
kers and small investors. 

The market remained pre- 
occupied with Far Eastern 
affairs. Another rally in Ibkyo 
was undermined by a further 
setback in Hong Kong and 
suggestions the Japanese 
market was set for a bumpy 
ride overnight. 

Hopes of a financial deal 
still drifted around with 
National Westminster Bank 
up 12.Sp to 883p. There is a 
growing conviction that 
Nat West has re-opened talks 
with Deutche Morgan Gren- 
fell for the sale of its securi- 
ties operation. 

Vodafboe raisdialkd, falling 
15.5p to 341 .5p. A series of 
price oils triggered suggestions 
it was starting a mobile tele- 
phone war. The company 


denied it was launching a 
price-cutting campaign. It 
claimed the market should be 
growing at a faster rate and “it 
is appropriate for the market 
leader to lead this new phase 
of growth". Orange was 
caught on the Vodafone line, 
giving up 9p to 242p. 

Cadbury Schweppes 
shrugged off the appearance 

of another lemonade rival in 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 



the US. PepsiCo is launching 
a lemonade-style soft drink to 
challenge Cadbury’s Seven- 
up and Coco-Cola’s Sprite. 
Cadbury shares ended 1-Sp 
higher at 614.5p. 

The latest takeover block 
by Margaret Beckett, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
lowered Sears 35p to 54.5p. 
Sears, denied the chance of 
selling Freemans to Little- 
woods, said it intends to de- 
merge its home shopping 
operation with a cash hand- 
back to shareholders. 

Northern Ireland Electric- 
ity, another handing over cash, 

improved I4.5p to 4£&5p. Its 
exercise is, in effect, part of a 
name change - to Viridian. 

Thlk of bids, probably a 
management buy-out, gave 
Kacal Electronic a 9-5p boost 
to 224p. 

Billiton fell 5p to 170p de- 
spite warming noises from 


Soci6t6 G6n6rale Strauss 
Turnbull- Although the secu- 
rities house regards the metals 

group as a buy it has lowered 
its earnings forecasts. 

Konson, the luxury goods 


at *»jf — ■ — j — « . 

with third parties continue. ’Die 
shares have fallen from more 

than 20p since August when ne- 
gotiations were revealed. 

XUon, the computer distrib- 
ution group, was the worst 
casualty, fining 90p to 172^p 
after warning that year’s prof- 
its would not meet hopes of 
around fftn- The group, for- 
merfyJtesona, expects an out- 
turn in the £6m to £6 .5m range. 

Crwiain, the civil engineer, 
lost 3.5p to 32L5p, lowest since 
its return. Majestic Wine bub- 
bled Up to a 320p peak on 
Christmas sales hopes and ex- 
pectations of cheerful interim 
figures next week. 


taking stock 

Commonwealth Gold im- 
proved 3p to U^p on the 
binge Ofex market after a 
P umicing consortium offered a 
10-year £4.4bn facility for de- 
veloping mineral assets in 
Liberia- In July CG,an arm of 
the South African Amalia Cor- 
poration, signed a deal with die 
Liberian Government which 
gave it access to the country’s 
mineral resources, ranging 
from gold to offshore ofL The 
consortium could eventually 

acquire a 25 per cent stake in 
the venture. CG arrived on 
Ofex in April at around 40p a 
share- 

Bfekertozz, a bonding contrac- 
tor, has won contracts worth 
around £3.6m for educ at i on a l 
buddings. The group, operating 
fn public and private sectors, 
held at 43p against a 40p April 
placing. It is expected to m a k e 
profits of £825,000, up from 
£232,000, this yean 
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?* takeout at the bookies’ corral 


A long and bitter 

dispute between race 
tracks and bookmakers 
is dose to a conclusion, 
and the outcome could 
affect punters 
everywhere. 

You could call it 
racing^ forgotten war - 
were it not for the fact 
that hardly anyone 
except its protagonists 
was even aware it had 
started. 


Tlie battleground is the betting 
ring and over the last six yea re 
the people who own Britain 1 * 
racecourses and the bookmak- 
ers who offer odds in their en- 
closures have talked themselves 
to a bitter standstill over pro- 
posals to change the way the 
ring is organised. And no-one 
has noticed, not the racegoers 
in the bars and on the terraces, 
and certainly not the punters in 
the off-course shops where the 
vast majority of British bets are 
placed. 

Which is a shame, because 
a peace treaty wil] be imposed 
on the warring parties within 
the next 12 months, and if the 
arbitrators get it wrong, the 
long- term consequeppes for or- 
dinary backers could be disas- 
trous. Punters' representatives 
are concerned that the major 
off-course bookmakers will fi- 
nally achieve a long-cherished 
ambition, and effectively take 
control of the prices which 


are transmitted from the ring 
to the country's betting shops 
by Satellite Information Ser- 
vices (SIS). 

“It’s the last piece in the jig- 
saw,” Michael Singer, chair man 
of the National Association 
for the Protection of Puntere, 
says. “They already have con- 
trol of SIS, and they will be able 
to do as they please.” 

You do not need to be a 
shareholder in Ladbrokes to ap- 
preciate that major bookies 
doing as they please is hardly 

likely to work to the benefit 

of punters. The reasons For 
Singer’s concern - which are 
echoed by many on-course 
bookmakers - are complex, 
but originate, as do most of 
racing's internal disputes, in 
the structural anomalies of a— — 
sport which started out as an 
aristocratic hobby and turned, 
by legal fits and starts, into a bil- 
lion-pound industry. 

For more than 30 years on- 
course bookmakers have ad- 
ministered the betting rings 
through their trade associa- 
tion, the National Association 
of Bookmakers. They deter- 
mine how many bookmakers 
will operate at any given meet- 
ing and who they will be, via a 
system, of seniority. 

This means that if you want 


to be an on-course bookie, you 
join a waiting list {often a very 
long one), before starting out 
in the poorest betting posi- 
tions in the cheap enclosures 
and slowly working your way up 
(this, incidentally, explains why 
bookies in the best pitches, at 
the from near the Members’ en- 
closure, rarely seem to be less 
than 60 years old). 

No-one claims that tbe sys- 
tem is perfect, but from a pun- 
ters’ point of view at least, it 
does not work too badly. In all 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


successful,” David Bowden, an 
experienced on-course book- 
maker, says. “People know 
each otber and they make the 
policing system work." 

The racecourses, however, 
argue that the ring does not 
cater adequately for their cus- 
tomers. Many bookies, for in- 
stance, refuse to offer cach-way 
betting, and among those who 
do, the precise terms are down 
to the individual. The tracks 
would also like to remove the 
ban which prevents rails book- 

makers - on the prime sites 

adjoining the big hitters of 
the Members’ enclosure - 
from displaying their prices 
on boards like the rest of the 
ring, something which (he or- 
dinary layers fear would re- 
— move much of their business 


the time that the NAB has ad- 
ministered pitches, noL a single 
boards bookie has welched on 
his customers, and it is no co- 
incidence that “John Batten”, 
the infamous con-man who 
disappeared with thousands of 
pounds on Derby day, was 
standing on Epsom Hill, one of 
the only remaining betting sites 
that does not come under NAB 
control. 

“It's an example of self-reg- 
ulation that's been terrifically 


at a stroke. 

If so, this would also make 
it much easier for the major off- 
course chains, who are already 
represented on the rails, tp 
manipulate the on-course mar- 
ket. 

Another source of irrita- 
tion is the increasing prolifer- 
ation of smart, well-appointed 
betting shops on racecourses. 
‘The mam concern is to provide 
comfort and choice for our 
customers," Mo rag Gray, of the 
Racecourse Association, says. 


Lord Gyllene could miss his Aintree defence 


Suny Bay is the oew Martel] 
Grand National favourite at 
16-1 (from 20-1 ) with Coral fol- 
lowing yesterday’s removal of 
Lord Gyllene from the betting. 


Lord Gyllene, winner of last 
April’s National, has a minor 
leg injury and his trainer Steve 
Brookshaw speculated yester- 
day that the horse could be out 


until next season. “It would be 
a shame to risk everything this 
year. We have to be certain 
everything is right before he 
does run,” Brookshaw said. 


“They want to be able to have 
small bets, and multiples, which 
they can’t have in the ring, and 
as racecourse managers it 
would be shameful if we didn't 
want to provide that service.” 

What concerns the bookies, 
though, is that the track receives 
a commission on bets placed in 
the on-course shops, rather 
than a flat-fee rent for the she. 
This, they believe, gives the 
course a considerable incentive 
to persuade racegoers to bet at 
the shop rather than in the ring. 
Many of these new betting 
pavilions, what’s more, are buflt 
with interest-free loans from the 
Levy Board. This could ulti- 
mately mean that money from 
off-course punters is being used 
to undermine the interests of 
the very people who have pro- 
vided it. 

“Of course, the racecourse 
owners are going to favour the 
bookmakers who give them 
the most income, and who can 
blame them?” John Monti, a 
veteran of the ring, says. “But 
the crux is, do the public and 
Parliament want to see a bet- 
ting monopoly operated by the 
conglomerates, because we are 
gradually seeing tbe demise of 
the on-course bookmakers and 
the ring is being fragmented.” 

It is the Levy Board which 
has qow been given the task of 
resolving the war of the ring. 
Their decision - which is legal- 
ly binding - could shape Lhe fu- 
ture of British betting. The 
punters who fond the Board, 
but have no official represen- 
tation on it, can only hope that 
they get it right 



Boards of trade: Vying for business at PI urn pt on this week Photograph: David Ashdown 


$ 


HAYDOCK 


caneatfing 7to to Bib Mehatan mmre. Gfcreum Is a Holy outrider afar two bumper runs 
and to preferred to fesf-fpound bumper winner Sotattto. Solactian: POTTER ASAN 


1.10 Potter Again 
1.40 Mlthralc 

2.10 Suny Bay 


HYPERION 

2.40 Thrower (nb) 

3.10 Captain Khedive 

3.40 CAMPAIGN (nap) 


11 an I LIVERPOOL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 aided 
12m Penalty Value £2,71 7 


GOING: Good. 

# Left-hand course wfth Imp oaing chop fences and run-in of two Tutonga. 

• Courae le nr junct of A580 and M& Nawtanatafan 2 m. ADMISSION: County Stan! 
05: Tattersate £9; -Newton Stand £4 (QAPs luK-prieo). CAR WUUfc Roe. 

• LEADING TRAMBHfcM Pipe 25 wtanerotamflB rums ghse a success ratio of 216%. 
G FBcharda 23 from 89 (255%) N Tteteton-Dovtes IB Item 63 (280%) Mr* M Ravttoy B 
Iran 50(22%). 

# LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dtmwuody 22 wins tan 72 ridea gives a success ratio of 300%, 
D Bildgaator 11 Iran 44 p5%) A Magufea It Iran 47 (214*1 A Dobbin 11 Iran 87 (BAK) 
0 FAVOURITES: 127 nwi in -SOS races (415%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME Eud*»f2.t?. 


raw WSSnOQStTO(7)(tJ}fMGLftMland ftrinaaft) J03 «b 4 C2 fSe^.TJltaptiy 

EM-23 MmttAIC (14) (D) (BF) (C P M ftadna) Vtf Curt^wn 5 If TL JlrSDunckft 

04532 SAWTCB.(14)(CD}(BF) ffanRaa^)FJntkn9ll 5 AUagtev 


5F1PUI BONE SOTS) (562$ (D) (Lad Ltewtitae) S Motor 7 11 2 

02054 DEVlRYpB) (D) ^Tktftll&r »S WterJ ASfrB8fflf7T1 D. 

— 5 ttadvod— 


..RDmwoody 
TBay 


[1 ml NEWTON-LEWILJUOWS POLICE MARES NOVICE HURDLE 
1 1 ■ 1 u 1 (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m Penalty Value £2,885 


BET7WS: 11-BSatat CM, 11-4 Mtiwele, 7-2 Has Roberta, 6-1 Da«te% 12-1 Bona Bator 
IKS Safe CM B tl 6 R Si#* t14tw (F Jonton) 7 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Finnic Jordan has SA1MT CIEL fa top condtion for a repeal win after the tautaa tan Cta 
cub Line and Damn Flatter In Iheraoa 12 months agaAtandy a winnar on the track four 
times. Saint Clel hue Adrien Mogiire aboard, end riw attempts behind ThroWef wfl haw 
rot hfai up nicely. He Mated in front of Min Roberto on Hie fast of them and, wfiti Mss 
Roberto wfanfag at Worcester afacaSahtCM can meet ter on 3b bettor terms. Any far- 
ther dig In the grand Is lo Sent CUta favor and It to dffiodt to see the toe of DavOry 
and the chaser Bone Setter (Fret run back after a lenity layoff) booting him ROdntc 
coukf ba the forecast bet back avar two mbs after a ctxqjiv of sound offeris over trfpa 
thtocnid have stretched hto atamfaa. Selection: SANT CH- 


some talented rivals in oppositSan. Martin Pipe puts the tMara on the baby o( the par- 
ty^ Eudfpe, who has been the atejaet of support fcr the Hennessy: A win here wffl put 
him up to ti at 3b at Newbury, and he ms a wfaner on the corns [beet the amort Sfen- 
piy DaaMig) prior to Ms second to Hanakhani In the Sm Alence fa Cheltenham. Grand 
National runner-up Suny Bay pinged these fences to beat Into The Red fast season He 
woe body in need of tin first start lest season and further rah would increase Wb chance 
no and. the Last Fling Is 7fi out of the handicap, but he has e leadng chance after a 
recent second to Cstisoe Bay fa UttnwteE Jumptag errors stopped him from beating Cy- 
borgo at Aintree, and the fourth fast cajgtrt t*n out when In contention in thn Sui AF 
lanca at Cheltenham. The Last FSng is now Wflj better off with Euctipe In tide handfcap, 
so wfl boa tearing uu t fe i ato t provided he does not make too many jumping mistakes. 
Itto doubHU thb la the kteet Jumping hack far Go Baffistte, whte General Wolfe, despite 
a win hare fast time 14 ) tost season, may And the company too hoL KadTa pitied ipel- 
fort at Uttnatsir offeo Mb encouragement but he does hare some pace about him and 
TOatSto { 2 b out of the hondcap) gvn Mm a chancei Selection: SEE MORE BUSNESS 


2.40 


500- 1 CUB CARIBBEAN (70) (S P Uarrii) P Hobbs 5 11 0 .. 

501- 6 ARDROU (13) (D) (F J Ifagges) P R Wbbber 5 V 7 

00- GLBUM (214) (Us J K Peel] N TWirtn-Dwtes 5 D 7 . 


HHX FARM BLUES (RO) (Doris Marten) W M BrUxuma 4 ti) 7 . 

0 I'M MAGGY (NZ} (7) (Sfetoy W Cbcta) S Bmdfaw 7 V 7 

KATHRYN'S PET (FI 9) (BIBrowi) Mrs MFtaefe(4V7 

6 MEADOW BUIE (14) (M R Martkw) Mas L SkkH 4 V 7- 


-RDummody 

-APMcCoy 

„cr 


06 (SEDLE THREAD fl) (pott foods Untied) G HchadB 5 V 7 . 

20FD-0 OteSTOPflSJ (HchadBramanJ MBwnas4®7 

214-1 POTlBt AGAM (1^ (J E WlBi) 0 Nchchoi 5 1) 7 

aw- SECOwmoi£(an(OBwran)ORwiBn7V7 

y sowre WfWtrHefirrfcgs) IAeSSnwh4D7 

SUmFBiA (Murica Marten) M Bonn 5 tl 7. 


_D Bridgwater 

S Wynne 

PNtoan 

— it Supple 
A Dobbin 

— Saylor (5) 
— AMa^Mre 


004 THELADVSCOHESfMi(AFLqmda}KBa»«y5^7. 

- 14 r — * ’ 


RGueat 

_RMcG(Wh(3) 
SHctM 


1 
2 

3 

4 
3 
6 
7 
6 
9 
tl 
ft 
12 
Q 
M 

BETTM: IMPWtar Agata, 02 KMI^pitWcilib Csrtbbean, 7-1 dawn, 1MAr*wa,Nae. 

dte Thraed, Sowtie, The Lady Scores 10-1 ottara 
1 SB 6 C Mareto 5 » 7 P Mwn 2-1 (Mrs M Ruvetey) n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

POTTER AGAIN should win this on her huretaadatwt after the succesi In bumpers A 

Bangor and ExBtar. As with the latest bucms* Ftottar Again is again# l her own am auto 
die showed hareeH esgood aa ever 

oostoo of her 13 rtois. AhaOdater to Mondayh Leicester wn wr. 

nM too highly hted. There are doubte wtwthar steyreRdwtenerKalliryntePotlM 

tha necessary toe to beat Potter Agan on level tenns. Mary Rs veley hm won twtoe wWi 
her andttSTwB haw been atagat after Maw to fast 

fanctedfarapla» AnAowwasaalowwten^buiipyn^l adlan nMidwW p roba- 

M hremtostoo^ aborts after her fatore over ^ 

wtrr«n of a novfcerf hamScap Ht Exatat on her reappewanca. w* And thfa a lot tougher. 


2.10 


EDWARD HANMER MEMORIAL CHASE (LIMITED HAND- 


ICAP) (CLASS B) £40,000 added 3m Penalty tolue £27,048 

22 FT 1 - UNGUIDB} MtSSBE (snq (CD) p E ftanfsan) Q FfchmdB 9 h B RDmnody 

mSF- SSHDHEBUSMSS(27tl|(D)gAXBl0*ySPBBitMi]PNchak7Tl4TJMudv 

IftC- SUNY BAT (226) (C) (D) (l^rds Bbodskxk) C Brads 811 2 GBadcy 

21F4P- GO BALLETIC fS ! (DJ (BF] (J*b B J Lockhart} J O'Shee BOB ADofabbi 


TT212- BJDK OTt) (2S2) {Q p A Jdinamj II Ppe 5 1) 11 ARIIcCoyB 

2tm GENERAL WOLFE (Z 2 Q (IMnrtogljw Rating UnAxdTRnar 811 5—CMguda 

250W> KADI (GB1) (II) (J E Bhwrf D Mchobon 8 tl 9 AUav*e 

1P25P/ EARTH SUMMIT (634) (CO) (Suni t Pal n ata Two) N TWrtmOavlw fl X 5-T Jsnks B 
F3UM THE LAST RING [llj (D) (MJactamBtoaktedtlUJ l*sSSh#>7tl5~HGoi«t 

41F23I DO RIGHIUf (816} (U FtapaSidi) M BadScdi 8 D 5 PMvan 

-lOdadarad- 

MMnsa anight 70H 5b. TmtmkapmigttKGmaiainjta 1IM48iKBift&idiSumik7M3b 
The Last RSig 9H T3Sv Do ttglOf M tit 

BETTING: a^EudJpo. 74 Ungddad Htaafla, 4-1 Sea Mni Bufcwre, 7-1 Swy Bay. 9-1 Go Bd- 
Mlc. The Lad Ffeg, 1M General Wrfto, 1 M ottaaca 
19BR Uhgufdad Maris B II 0 R Dwwoody B-li tor (G «chan«4nm 
FORM GUIDE 

The hanefcappar must have loot htatomtoook letting SK MORE BUSINESS racehwab 
from Unguldad IflasBa WWi two cracking efforts h Wend against Dorans Prtda. Saa 
flore Buelnesa would not have bean aultad to tha sharp tome d Kdmpion on Ns find 
stan whan lo departed at the tl Biln the Ractag Rod Chasa With enough dfg h the ground 
to suit, See More Burineaa has an outstandng chance oH 11 st Ato. Ungukted Itafe tovea 
jumping thaaa Hg fanoaa but he was getting tab from both CoukW Be Batter and Galas I 
Cavaler vrtwn winning tttia last year. Thle Is a tougher taot tor him now that ha ooncedes 2 
weight al round. Ms jumping aUttywIhsare soma of these hboubta, but fliare are stfl 3 


HINDLJEY GREEN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Vkfaie £3,404 

D10FP BBJ-STAFFBOYpq P) (KWBd&SDn Ltd) JOSheaSttO APUcCDy 

2ZaOV NATIVE HELD (BD1J(RLMNtajJRbG«ld Bit 8 FLoafayP) 

DlhD- NDHOREHASSLE(251](e9{niaNoHBdsFMisn}MsMnBMlBy4113— PNbatl 

02142 MAKM HARfVS (19] (Dj (HQOHlMMmmondB'llfl RQnlty 

0-1121 CANRMVBf!URE(21) (Dj(DrRwkSBChac|SW]dds5'D1l AM«dm 

44/IB THRCMfSl (H) (Q (BF) (tfedi 0«n) S EtaokSww B IQ H C Mauds 

-Bdactand - 

BETT1NQE 94 No Mare Haasto, 3-1 Cantae Vnrtnro, 4-1 Major Karris, 5-1 HHba FWd, Thnnsac 
10-1 BdSMboy 

1999: Uyimry VI 5 n 0 E CBfctfwn p) 3-1 (I Jafteraon) 5 an 
FORM GUIDE 

WHh Canton Vbnture taking In a hotter race after the minor tiacka tha choica Is THROW- 
ER, a wtenar with plenty h hand Iran Saint CM on the course a tbrtnigM ago That fol- 
lowed an eryialy easy success Iran Solder Mak (Satot del third) at Bangor, and lad 
weakb defeat under a penalty in a novice at SedgetMd flhW to Country Orchid) can aas- 
ly be excused. Back in a hendcap over a longer trip that ie bound to suit and getting 
weight from them al. Thrower rates a docent beL Canton Venture has been a hardy sort 
tsxier both rutav but ho made heavy weather of beotiig Run For Dante at Fontwal last 
tkne and Thomr b fanded to outstay hkn today on thte toughertrack. Major Hanto, nar- 
row winner of a novice at Mfetherby lad term, ran wal on hb reappearance in second to 
Chadwtekb Gkigar at VWntwby: but he medB a better typB In Thrower today. No Mora 
Husk's lad run was n the Triumph Hurde. He beet Globa Asmer on the course be- 
forehand and Hie big surprise » that Mary Rerelay has not ghwi hhi a pto»opensr cn 
the FtaL He has a turn of fool and tettw one Thrower has to see otl BeH StaRboy. win- 
ner of three chases last term, pAd up over fences at Ksmpton on Ns meppeeraica and 
tWs kx*8 a confldanoe booster for Nm Native Field completw the Rne up aid is sat a 
stiff fade after the lengthy toy-ofl Selection: THROWER 


A 33W- RUSTIC AIR pSJ7) (D) (Ms G M Suges) J RzQadd t) Q 8 RDuwoody 

5 3-1232 WAMJPHU(7)<C0)(RwirmlAndaTOGnan)CF*tott«B B Storey 

6 OUOP-5 MCXLE JOE R4) (D) [M 'Mb) ti CO TJ Murphy 

— B declared — 

MMmmiegtt 10aTneten<^w^Hk**>Joe9S‘tto. 

BEmXk 94 Phmo WMng, 3-1 Rustic Afc; WsyqtoH. M Captain Khadlm. 1M Master Boston, 
20-1 Metis Jos 

1998: Hurts Up tt 12 0 R Dunoody 06 tor (0 McCourl) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TNs to a tricky race, but one which Graham McCourt wodd have planned lor Captain 
Khedve having won It last year with Thuntoe Up Decent on his day with PhEp Hobbs 
and tad Mdiob, Captain Khedve codd just be a rajurentaod sort after a hurdles run 
18 days ago Pongo Wsrfng has had wind operations and idealy wants fsstish ground, 
but he is bound to go dose after a good effort (blundered two out) against Abtrard at 
Enter lad tone. But WAYUPHILL beat Mr President here last season when trend by 
JonjoONel andthta loaks a sfeidar openteg far the mare. Twice over hutdes tlw term 
(won at CarfdeX har seconds over lances, fnctedng last wBekb with a big weight against 
Coqu Lana d Kaiao were over a trp too short, so she must take the beating on a rerun 
to two and a twit Rustic Ata- beat The Toaster at Sedgsfieid last term and, whto he Is 
tricky to cafch rigM, he looks dangerous here ombt his best trip with Richard Dunwoody 
aboard. Master Bodon or Nickfe Joe showed any farm -the latter being Ufa out ot the 
handfcap after a hurtfloo run a tartoUP ago Selection: WAYUPHLL 


3.40 


EARLESTOWN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 
added 2m 7f 110yds Penalty Valus £2,801 


SOS as LAfCHJ GENTRY (11) (KWM& Son LWJ J CJSheaB CO APMcCoy 

flfi/4 MT THE CANVAS (5^ (Jersny Wdie^ Mre M tavdsy B II D PNiiM 

4300- CAMPAIGN (Fin) (Spactiun) M Hsnvnond 6 n 7 RGuritty 


IP OP-1 HOODM(KBt(l3)(Q(PAHamQWJBnlaBn5. 


,T Junta 


3.10 


WARGRAVE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £4,486 

1F34-6 CAPMHI KHHXVE (f 8) (Khetbe Partwship) G HfcCaxt 9 IT fl DBridgadar 

0-P2 POKGO WARMS (ttg (D) (Ms J K Pauttwo) Ita H Kristi 8 10 13 AltaMibi 

4U-543 MASTER BOSTON (IQ (CD) (MKOtitaiT|)RWbGdhajsa 9 D6 WDaan 


-34FB SIGMA WIRBSS (99) (D) (BF) (Ms JEfadQTBhaingtar 5 VQ RSuppto 

2AB-1 irflJtCAHJH (10) (0) (Lad/ Anne Bertndo J J (ital 3 1) 12 AMagdnt 

BP0-F7 CHAflLEYLAHBSn'OQIRMlifUwL DGSoata] JMscMsG tin — E Husband (Q 
8 14021- DOCUIABTB) (I9Q (II) (J D Gordon] MBS U Ugn 6 D 7. A Dobbin 

-9 (teetered - 

BETTING: 7-2 HR The Canvas, Hoodwtekw; tndfcatoc, 5-1 Chwtay Lambert, 6-1 Oockmastec 8-1 
Campaign, 14-1 Landed Gantry, Sign* WMmm 
1996: Hsfe Daring 6 12 2 C Usmlyn 8-B fav (N Twaton-Oades) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BdCAIDR was a prantahg novtae who duly won against just three modest ovate at 
MMhartoy to days oga^ This wi be more competiiiva but teefcaa* agate wBi Adrian Magdha 
■board, appeals as the type to feta* Cempaijpi, trinrar over a stator trip at Darewt- 
ar two seesons aget has had a recent rut on the Flat and promises to go wei on hto third 
to Puavalue at Wfatharby fad tern. Landed Gsnby. who used to wn with a stzsabto weigM 
when trained ty Cftris Broad, showed premiss wr a trip too short at Chepstow on his 
reappearance. John O'Shea Is bound to win with hta\ but more testing ground is want- 
ed. HR The CanvM has done hto wtentag on a faster surface and this second start af- 
ter missing al of last season could just be wanted HoodMnksr rattened to his smart 
farm of two seasons age whan narrowly beating Saucy Nun at Uttceeater 12 days ire 
wl* there Is every chaws Charley Lambert wfl Improve agon after beating Portland 
Septra In a novtoe at Nowcaetio « days ago Ho showed prantea test farm are) has a iva 
chance provided the ground stays good Selection: NXCATOR 


HEREFORD 

HYPERION 

4v00 Little Red Spider 


2.00 


) BR1DSTOW SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
j (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m If 


GOING: Ctood to Soft. 

SfSSSBBL D . , SSHsF l »“---" -m 

B Fenton 7-28 (25*^ S Wjmne 

ssssstsxfSSS^^m 


72240- LANCSt (413) (D) RJoctasGTI U 

4Q/+S ALDINGTON CHAPPLE (Q T MU B II 7- 
464- COHEDfU* pM) J MBradbyG 11 B — 
P0F-R3 QtmBVDGEHPBana7ni. 


_Gwy Lyons 
.WBtatabp) 
.—BJatansoe 
— Gtornwy 

5420 THOMAS CROWN (IQ MR Bothy 5 110 ^..WMrffatond 

OP-025 WHS OFTHUHDHt PQ (D) IksSOdelBTl 0 — Ur 0 McPtwi (7) 

521303 GALLOPING GUNS TO (ty B Ltomtiyn 5 h D XARpum(5) 

OOBD- ffiD PHANTOM (Hffl)Sl«Qr 5 t)G CVMb(Q 

Q23F-5 KHAZARI (T43)(P) R Bnthertcn 9 0 B S Curran 


00023 WELSHSmC(lQ{B^DGaaddo5iiO CUamByn 

12004- SHAMtON LAD p24) ACbtt 17 t)E 0 Monte 

03TO- FRED HIGGLES (26Q Cjbdson 5 D1 BRgeeB 


OOIOP- KENNETT SQUARE (25Q Lady E Khya-Srtta B tl 0 ^J A HcCanhy 
PROP- ANALOGUE (33Q REdday5O0 VSUtitry 


OPOPO S0PWESDREAM(T2) JHBradby6D0. 
P4R0B- LADy fWSB3UHY(17QRJ Aica 7D0 __ 
-lldactorsd- 


— Gt^Lawte p) 
— XAbjaini S) 


50065 SOUTH WBBT EXPRESS (12Q D M* 5 * 4. 
JDOPP- ttiliy L£ MOSS (2BQ H BAfey BAIL— 

/3PCG HASH CHICK (146) T Marion 9 VO 

-121 


„.W Hasten 
.Qnmtasp) 
_CU 


MMnumaulgftLTOtt. Hub han&upw&gltxKBKiBB Sqtm ati13fa Aatoguoflsf 
lOb, Sophias Oman adShLafy SSafuy Sa< 73b 
BETlRKb 2-1 WUMl Sflk, 6-2 Bay Fib; 7-9 DuaVMTbm, 10-t Maneyes, 12-1 
Rsdag Hook, Shannon Lad, 25-1 Rsd Rtggtes, 33-1 otbws 


rr-JwTI HARDEN JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 
1 1.00 1 (CLASS E) £3,000 added 3YO 2m M ^ 

zrr M.mo: uwKTl».tdl RDiddnlt **?*??£? 


kVnbMn voight IOsL Tbjd fan&Mp watgtt: Ftasb CUcA IX). 

BETTING: M GaBoping Buna, 11-2 Days OnTuatei; 6-1 Gutisridga, 7-1 Aid- 
fqpon Ctwppla, 6-1 Tlureas Crown, Ktaeri, 12-1 Comaocup, Sostii WeM Ex- 
press, 14-1 otiiars 


[330 


1 

-» sagggaSttSsSi'iiir: 

C*M*(S) 

2 

3 



RETCHBJ (F32) H Maraon « *-■ 

J FTIJiy 

S 

0 

0 MNGSDOWNTWXffi R Safe Vfi 

JPoarop) 

JSifefe 

'7 


CUanaBya 

8 

9 

tl 

11 

UPGRADE N TtotonOfe* 

AUIT DABftt (FM1) MrsLRrtwte « 7._ 

J A McCarthy 

n«LE DANCS1 (F351) T 

RUSH OF BLOOD (FTS^MSjPP® 5 * ® 7 

BPHMti 
. R Jabcaoo 


42 khii vmwi v- 1 - ■ 

BBassaSsa^~ 

0DH1{33) TSnt*? "" ^ N Oteryrapto P) 


O onl PADDY MORRISSEY NOVICE HANDICAP 
*- 3U l CHASE (CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 

33935 VHIDE LIMA (10) H Sntih 5 12 0 XAfapnnjp) 

0DB4 SCARLET RAMBLER (15) Ita H UN# 8/n V -J FTMay 


BOG MARSH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,500 added 3m If 110yds 

/43-1F IDEAL RAHTTiS! (19) (BF) PMchOfeBII 5_ RJolMOnB 

/3P1-1 UWABLE OUTLAW (TQ Ms M ftotond 6 11 5 PHdgtoyfB) 

-23U91 GOMBt-SLAME (1^ (0) P BowM 6 TI 3 WMareton 

PU-LP3 BBBUBM(I^JIUns7V12 JFTtisy 

OOR-P JBHAR0(12} WJarfoS W ttoyLyona 

fSSXSr MYSTIC BLE {Z4Z) NGaSttea 7t3 G JH 

13225- SCtJTBY (BHj pst) R Buditor 7 V 12 . 


2PR55 ASTRAL BNASIOH pS) (D) T VIM 6 VT2. 
OOOtAi WflSPBtMGCOURT(l)A1ifnBl7VV. 
4MA COOL WEATHER (21) CPOpham 9 II V_ 

US44-R ONEOHIS(«)MreLRfchBdsBVB 

IfiVP punrGAHCS(S7)RLaaBV5 


42FP6- BOLD ACHE (268) <C) J M BrtKfay 7 Tl 8 

/re-33 SHBWIOODBOV( 1 M(C}mKBatoyBHB MrRVHday^ 

004U-1 HIGH MOOD (M) (D) T Gawgt 7 tl 4 D JKarenagh (S) 

(KEPF WJMAHI KWG ^ Al^gol7^5-_-. D Monte 

~ — Cltea(7) 
JtoOMcPWm 

JAHcCwnqr 

QHogoiR 

D Byrne 


000-M HAND WOVEN ^NTMtovOwiM 5 DO. 

0 GABLES GflL (E2) A Fbstor B 10 7 

-Odwdtored- 


-CLtewalyii 

.~B"“ ' 


BETTI Wka -1 Mystic lata, 7-2 Lenfata OteteiA 4-1 Rand Wwsn. 942 Bowa r Sto wA 
7-1 total Vtontc 16-1 Scotby. 33-1 ottere 


4.00 


1.30 


ipw — - 

5035P- WORTHY IBIOflffiS (212) MsMJmoiB V5. 

5&53Q POOH STICK MR ROM 7 »3 

P2IP- COOLSPOTp49)GEnrU*9BO 

OQOFO DOSSES OAN (39) BPleaceS VO 
- 15 (teetered - 


J MogkMl (7) 

itoinun wstiW 1B4L Tw/watimpwelpfttDosaaBDBitoTOax 
BETTING: 10000 Stenrood Mgh MopAW Bold Acre, MScmta Ran- 

tow; WMby Mamoriaa, U-l tods Luna, Wtotparing Court, 14-1 taoh Stick, 
16-1 ' 


3.00 


l 


BISHOPS FROME NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 

OLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

QO-ve BAYRURM MRBoM^fSIl.O QH OjanCT 

\im RACING HAWK(J2JPa**"511 7 f"™” 

am DONTmLTOMMPnH Haynes 7 hG 

UPfiO UARSAYASpOjFiMfalAtlS ^ 


WEATHERBY5 MARES NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 

12 LATW MSTRESS (34) (D) Pffchds5117— ™_J,Cwnuln»P) 

0 CSTIC LAND MR Real 4 T10 : ItoAHnUtwatii 

COOLSPRWGTFo8ta5T10 MrJTtranl(S) 

2 GABY (15)1*8 -Italian 4 HQ GKogn^ 


6 tABRIGAHTWEpS) R Budter 4 TI D.. 


.0 J Kanmagh SR 


5/4- LJUBA'S CCAMSL (352) DGandtBo 8 HO^-SophteMkhal^ 

0 Lnil£ HUUON (15 ) Mb H K nitfl 4 11 0— MrSMonis(7} 

LITTLE RB)BPfl>SIPRWabber4 HO NrFScort 

PtCKrN-CRUISE (WQ RJ PrfcaB 11 0 Ih 0 HcPhal (7) 


QUESTS CHARTER NTaMonDBiM 4110- 

5- RUBY ROSA (193) TRssterS HO 

SANDANTERBuddtreil 0 


.Sutiwmp) 

JMogkmip) 


SmMOJNGDOUECJMca4llO 

THE CAPIMTS LADY D Mchotom 5 H 0. 

THREADS Cttlbck 411 

TROJAN LOVES G«tt*4 HO. 


420- WtBfES tlKANDA (268) GMcCoitSU 0- 
-171 


-MrKROWjfenp) 

0 Bternwi(5) 

-...-RMresayH 
— MHaiday(7} 
.-MrRWttiay^ 
XAtapamP) 


BETTING: 1QM0 Tbe CiptMn'r Lady, 7-2 Daisy, 5-1 Oiress’s Charts* 7- 
1 Lathi Mhdnws, 6-1 Ltttla Hnfton, 18-1 LRUs Rad Spider, Ruby Rota, 14- 
1 La BrtgantlM, Wbara’t Miranda, 16-1 Trojan Lora, 20-1 Dtharc 


KEMPTON 


HYPERION 

1.20 Alka International 150 Kadastrof 2^0 Mi- 
das 2.50 Bfg Matt 3.20 Act Of Fafth 3£0 In- 
fluence Pecfler 


GOING: Goad to Soft 

• Rlght-tand cam PranfcaDy flaL Stlft fancea 

• Racecoirse to on A308 at 9unbuy. Bus Snk from Richmond 
Undettyound station Kamptcn PmV ratway station erfotas 
coursa ADMISSION: CU) & Grendstend CO; Star Ring £S CAR 
PARK: Membera B2; remtdndKlree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: 0 Nlcboteon »B9 (Z73fa). K Batiay 11- 
SI (216%), M Pipe KMS (204%), N Hendareon "0-69 (145%). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Hbgenid 17-80 (03*4 N WBrnwan 
M-68 (206%) A P McCoy (08%). Q Bradley 6-54 {Til %) 

• FAVOURITES: TW wins from 282 races (404%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Big Matt (250). 


2 201 EBJ= - ‘NAnONALHUNT’ NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

tno-l MIDAS (B)(D)MPta> SUB ..GS™tom 

0- CATHERINFS WAY p64) A "ttmel 5 TT 0 LKtowy 

AS22- CUNTONpORKBteayeilO N 


56- MONTROE (Z31J R Rowo 5 11 0 -DOBAra 

1- MOIMTAM STORM (307) (D) N Htreknon 5 11 0 

MARzgwati 

V- TOP MOTE (262) J Gtlcrd 5 1) 0 PHkta 

ffi-06 RUN FOR COVER (Tl) Ms P Dutfieti 5 09 PHctoy 

-7 decterad- 

BETTING: 5-2 Mldn, 11-4 Moiartaln Storm, Tbp Mote, 3-1 CBtioo, 14-1 
Honlroek 16-1 CWhortoo's toy. Run For Cow 


1.20 


ROSEMARY GILLARD CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS NOVICES HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £ 2,600 added 2m 

flUP OffTONQAIE(U)BRMknai7VO DStiiv 

0220 SADLSTS REALM p2) (BQ P Hctt84 n 11 _E rtfteghan 

3CP-3 ALKABnBtNAH0NAL(14)MaPlMndey5Tl 6 

J Qoktetaln(3) 

Q3M2 HOLKHAM BW (1^ l Wfafagham 5 TO II — R Thontion B 

P012- FLCW BACK (IBS) G Enright 5 V V LAnti 

PPM MaiORTS MUSK n M Itadgmck 5 09 fla^-P Htntoy 

55006 DfGMST(14)JBi1dger7V7 M 

HXU5 NCHVOOIEY BOY (13) Z C Dmsoi B 10 0- 


o cni UMBER HILL CHASE (LIMITED HAND- 
g,au l I CAP) (CLASS B) £7,000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 FC-31 StffBi TACTICS m (CD) RAberOmzea) A Ttartoo 

2 34204 B» MATT (18) (C0)N Handerecn 9 11 7. Jl A FfaganddB 

8 4tnp- (BVBfTIIE (Z33) A Tirnel 9 W LHanay 

4 253M DSTHVCAliS(14(D)NGastiae7 V7._NWISaB)ren 

5 F11-3F ART PRBICE (KQ (D) PF) C ftoota 7 ti 7 D GjUaghw 

- 5 (tottered - 

Atintaten m^la TCU True handicap weig/t AH Pmce 10s/2to. 
BETTING: 13-BB|g Malt, 94 Super Ibdica, 5-1 Ait Prince, 134! Destiny 
Gala. 7-1 GhmtiiM 


„C McCormack (3) 


-Sdadared- 

Urmn weight 10U Ana /mfcqp ae^jAttacbydans* M 5t 

BETTTNB: TMSadata Ratten, 4-1 CMtoa Gama, S-1 AHalrtereatk»- 

al, 11-2 How Back. Mamaiyte Marie, 6-1 HotefamnBay, i»i Hgpaat, 
26-1 taebydaeay Bay 

H 50] STAINES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
I ■ .yu | £5 000 added 2m 

1 Of FLORLE8S GlIY (1334) R Ream 9 11 0 OffStoBvac 

2 4PP-P2 »GHLAfroRAMECZB)ABfa*mc«e8-nO_P Henley (3) 

3 550*5 KADASTROF (18) (p) (BF) RDicfcin7 if 0 NvManma 

4 /FOOD- WMGSfOLD PET (2^v : 'J) M Haynes 8 7T DJI A Efcoartid 

5 /BP-33 N0RQAHSK(19(D)MltotoHicl(8110 G Upton 

6 m- STRONG RAlADHpiqJQSfad 6110— Pitta 

-6 declared - 

BETTMCfclM KadHtmL IMStraig Pitoln.6-1 Nortfnk, 1M Idngt- 
ftlldPat, 6-1 MgNand Fteo^ 20-1 Rotfeat Gay 


Q on I GIGASPEED NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
J, ^ u l D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 S3-1F UENESOfAC (M) (D) (BF) HAtW 7 11 6 ATtantOb 

2 -W834 FAIR SOCETY (18) (D) P Butiar6 11 1 RFmti 

3 63U4- ACT OF FAITH (3K) (D) N Gasetoa 7 11 0 NIMamaon 

4 STRHTTRADB»TCBsay71iO DO-SUtiren 

5 001 7JtiPLE7TSEAT(1330)TCaaey371 0 MAFfegandd 

6 im-5 WAYWARD KB4G © (P) R Hodges 6 V 12 PHoBay 

-Sdacterad- 

BETDNG: avm Uanaaonic, SM Act Of Rtitb, 92 Mr SoctetK fr-i Wtoy- 
wwd King, 20-1 SBatoTteda^IMpte Treat 


3.50 


HANWORTH HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

0052- HHED EAHTH (232} (C) J Faratewe B 12 0J1 Thornton (ffl 
2X33-2 BIHJJENCEPBDLBRft^ (0) J0ti4B 7^NW9tttBHa 

1FPO- GHOOWMe (188) (BF) J Offend 8 n 5 PHkte 

34TF- FRBE)SHIP(218}(BF) HHendecmSh OHARtgeiMd 

5331 -F R0VU.PIPBI(NZ)(14)AJWtuiVDV LHmey 

WP4 TUKANO (CAN) £S2) J Jakre 8 B 3 JIAham 


1 
2 
■ 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 U4213 SOURES OCCASION {!$ RCufs 4 flO GSuntoB 

8 16354 SMUGGLERBPODITfU) JBrk(gBr7‘Oa.^J.Am»l(in 

-8 (teetered - 

MWmun wa&£ Ma True hmteap waUt Son's Oasabn M13&, 
Snagpte r)r tart 9P 126 . 

BETTING: 3-1 RfMdahfp, 4-1 loOuanca Padre 5-1 Smtiiaf* Onatioo, 
6-1 Roytd Pip u, 7-1 Tuttno, 8-1 tootha, 1 (M othare 


THE lNDF PENPE^ 

RAdNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


IOTE 

981 

982 
983 


HAYDOCK 


Ikempton 


mSEFQRD 


971 


972 


973 


“aucoOSkI^U 

0891 26147'^ 


BAT ING results 

WETHERBY 
1.10: 1 CAULKER 
Butionatok Kid 

assittspaiBfe»s 

KSa dp. E 3 to CSft Efifisa Tn« 

£30950 (port »mn). 

1 At 1. FOHEST WOW (A Maa*«} 

R BrJTS?* 

gn^TMas Wft OW && ^ ^ CSF ' 
^io: i. wm Meg®; 

stsssjastfSa 

MsaffisasB?! 

£M5fiQ, NftArtoAnltitL 


2M: t CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE (R 
GerrittiO Ml 2- Cortabtly Strong tW tw 
INativeltoakinS-lSran.N^'A.n'E^ 
arby, MaltDn). Tolt: £480: CtSanaDF: 
EOtt CSF: £TIB4 NR: Major BdL 
3.1ft 1. SPEAKER WEATHERILL (M 
Bratwi) 6-4 Jl far; 2. Lotd trt TT* 
jtfav, 3- Pfma Gtamar 3-1 3 ran. a 
a (0 Brarnaa VtokBop). TWfa: £22a DP. 
CWa CSF: £357. 

3^40; 1. ORANCHER (R 6-1; 2- 
8&< Clarlte 7-2; a Anacdng SaB 7-1 6 ran- 
94 favScarba (4th). 9,1V- P Turn* Wti- 

■um cast); faaa E240 df: Etaan cs^- 


piocapot E1BZ50L Quadpot £4640. 
«*» 8: E137B2. Pfara Ss £W12ft 


NEWTON ABBOT 

IJXb 1. CHAUPtEVE (AP NfcCqy) 1-4 
fav; 2. Deoait Powor 40-1; & UBard Snund 
5-1 lOran. Bat ft(MPte WtetofaaiLTbte: 
£120: Cl3H £S3(X £l20 DF: £%5(X CSF: 
£1955. Dio: £1780. NR: Dines. 

1J3Q: 1. LAKE KAIUBA(TJIAiphy} 5-2 
far; 2.Zabad T4;Z. Korae BM4-1 0 ran. 
C, yfu (P Nfcnota, Shopton MaW) Ttote: 
£350, EDO, E2.1Q DF: £SSO CSF: £1006. 

2JXZ 1. BFHGFtSTOME (A P LteCoy) 5-6 
far; 2. Co*urBeti*rt9-1; & Haydown 14-t 

8 ran. 2. It (MP^Watin^cri).Tbte:£i70; 
Em EL7U fiLOa DF: £390 CSF: £9M 

2Jft 1. LUKE WARM (Q Bractoy) 9-2; 

2L RaBHitulMMiS. HBU %ur Htiita S-l 

9 ran. 94 fav Friondy Housa (pitod up) 
& 1 ‘/r. (D Garetalfe Wtatw) «« £660; 
£190. £35a £170 DF; £&lfCL CSF: £5202. 
Dfcsst £26063, Tno: £7160 


3010:1. DOM SAMOURAJ (APMcCoy) 
4-1; 2. Poancol e r 3-1; 3. BrambMiBI 
Buck 7-4 tn: 8 ran. 2, dot, (M Pipe, Mbtoig- 
fan) Hto D17D: £220 £140 DF: EB50 CSF: 
£R5Q 

350: 1.DEANO'S BEBIO (APMcCoy) 
8-H tar, 2. Rayato Angato V-i ; 3. Hartwt 
Homo H -2. 8 ran. 4. ctisL (M Pipe, WbCng- 

vn) TW* Ciao: £ltl £2flQ £1BQ Dfi £660 

CSF: EflBaiHcaae £2566 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Kathryn 'is Pitt 
(Haydock 1.10) 

NB: See More Burin ess 
(Haydock 2.10) 


4^0: 1. MUSKHtLL (R Massay) 7-4; 2. 
Knock Loader 4-5 fav; 3. Beefy Nova 1S-1 
15 ran. 7 . 23 (D Pfchotoon,^ aittaflL 
DrtK £340; £00 £00 £250. DF; £170 CSF: 
£314 "Mo: £730 NR: Wtot Wizard 
Placapot £4780, Quatfaot: E31SQ 
Pteea ft £2556. Ptaca Ss S2U2. 

UNGHELD (AW) 

12JKb 1. DANCING MIYSrBlY(SCar- 
aon) B-1;2. Opening Range 5-1; X NobaD- 
no 5-t 10 ran. 7-a fav Arakata 1'A, >/^ (E 
Whacfei Ibta: £2230; £650 £430 £19a 
DF: OtSQ CSF: €44.74 Trteaafc £20823.- 
12JB: 1. PALACE GATE JACK (C 
Lowthar) 2-1 fav, 2. Mfator RaWer7-l; 3. 
Ttar WMta 8-L 10 ran. htt, U1 BairyL TMk 
£ 310; £t2Ct £580 £460 DF: £21^0. CSF; 

ElWWcaat: EBSS3 TM« £6tsa 
1-2Q: 1. SUM PRIOR (D Swtnney) 


tH;2.Mystagogu*safer,3Mi^Mw- 

Ic8-T 13 ran. nk, 4. [K Bwtee). TOta: £>430; 

£6.10 £LBtL £m OF; £3S6a CSF; £3426. 

1^0: 1.UFT THE OFFBT (Dana ONbI) 
tt-l; 2. Bawwn 4-1; 3. Ufa* Skye 16-1 ; 

3. Nlghl Ytgfl 11 -10 fa*. 9 ran. 4 a (RHan- 

nor4 Tbte £1310; £19ft £tsa Mrtat Vlgl 
£050, Mas Skye £250 OF: £»& CSF: 
£9363 Tricaat (with Mctt Vlgl) B43flO (with 
Mss Skyw) £35434. 

2J20: 1. MASSYAR SEVENTEEN (J 
Q*") 5-V 2. Bodottei Honda &B; 3. 

CSR £052. Tim: E7BAO 
250: 1;RCKAL ROULETTE (A Cfek) 9-1; 
tAiKrthor Monk 20 - 1 : 3 Satalack 8-1:4. 
Anush 33-1 17 m. SJ2 fav nactfac Bum- 
1 Vk (Mss B Sandora) TUk 
£1440; £370. £830; £2J», £1330 DF; 


£151440 CSF; £0178. Tncast £110564 
320: 1. WHISPERS) MELOOVn-Oi 

5-1 ; 2. Mustang 9-1 ;OWttchflndar 3-1 1 
9 ran. "A, 1 'h. (R AkBhurst) totae 8550; £t 
E220EL70 DF:£W4C CSF: £4732. Diet 
EW7BS 

360: 1. CHURCHILL'S SHADOW (k 
fat Owyw) -&2; Z Aegaan Sound 2&-1; 
Bartroaon 11-4 fay. & ran. sto-ha, i*. 
Pearce) TWe: £700; £UU £330 £150 I 
£3030 CSF: £0673 Trican: 

tocfcpob nn won (pool of £6.4Z7i5 cair 

tonrard to Haydock today) 

Ptaoepot: £6820 Guadpob £25.t) 

PI*W ft £7154 Ptaca 5; £2407. 

• WNsparad Itetady; Rag Atahurefel 
runner as a trainer before he ratrea, d 

obiged at Lingfield yrotBrjay, scortag 

a length and a hrif from Mustang at ; 


+ 


■+ 
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Hard graft gives Davenport the edge as erratic form evens out 


Now the men have ■ 
finished their smash V 
grab raid at the ATP 
Championships in 
Hannover, it is the turn 
of the women to battle 
it out over their end of 
season booty. 
jane Markw reports from 
New York. 


Wiih the “Race to the Chase" 
completed, the leading 16 sin- 
gles players and top eight dou- 
bles teams are here, pursuing 


the biggest portion of the S2m 
(£1.25m) pie. 

Madison Square Garden 
has already been the sight of 
some unexpected casual ties. 
The serve and volley nnslanghr 
of fiance's Nathalie Tanw’af 
proved too much for the No 4 
seed, Amanda Coetzer, who, 
in spite of large support from 
a small crowd, went down in 
straight sets, 6-3, 6-3 on the first 
day of the W1A Chase Cham- 
pionships. 

“It’s disappointing." said 
Coetzer, who won her second 
singles title of the year last 
October in Luxembourg. “Be- 


cause I had a pretty good in- 
door season and really felt tbs 

could have been one of these 
times when I coukl have come 

[here} and done wel” 

Thuziat, 30, whose win 
broke a four-year duck at the 
tournament, joined her com- 
patriot Mary Pierce in the 
quarter-finals. It was only the 
No 8 seeded Romanian Irina 
Spirlea's defeat, of another 
French player, Sandrine 
Tfestud, who stopped it being 
une veritable nuit jranqaise. 

There was upset m the dou- 
bles, too. A first-round defeat 
was hardly fitting for the fan's 


favourite and doyenne of dou- 
bles, Gigi Fernandez, in the fi- 
nal tournament of her career, 
but, alongside partner Natasha 
Zvereva, she bowed out in 
three sets to Helena Sukova 
and Larisa NeQand. 

With 12 singles titles under 
her belt already thisyear, Mar- 
tina Hingis has looked like the 
form horse coming into these 
championships, but had she 
glanced over her shoulder she 
would have been Lindsay 
Davenport steaming into town. 
The 21 -year-old. American 
seems to have timed her surge 
up the rankings to perfection. 


Being xunner-up in a tight 

thraft-Ses fin a l against Hingis at 

the Advanta - Championships 
last weekt6okhertoNo2in the 
world, knocking Jana Novotna 
off her perch and attaining a 
career-high in the process. 

Davenport, whose ranking 
has dipped in aixJ out of the top 
10 since 1994, has m the past 
been criticised for lacking speed 
and mobility in her game. She 
puts her improved form down 
not to dieting but to extra time 
on the practice court 

“1 am dedicated to -'my 
sport'' she said recently. “I 
worked hard and lost a lot of 


weight I go to the gym more. 
Fm stronger and have more sta- 
mina. I'm stronger late in the 
week andatthis time of year.” 

Although weight might 
have caused some problems, 
her height has only been an 
advantage. The 6ft 2in Cali- 
fornian could easily have fol- 
lowed in her parents’ footsteps 
and been lured into a career in 
voQeybalL “I started ptaying 
tennis when I was seven years 
old,” Davenport said. “All my 
family' were into volleyball but 
I liked f prink and Tjnst kind of 

Stuck with It." 

Having won six singles tides 


on the tour this year, which has 
all but doubled a career tally 
that includes an Olympic gold 
medal, she must be confident; - 

fhnt^mndefheri^itdECcacm. 

GKnmdstrtrisesaralapow- 
erful serve are the elements 

. that characterise Davenport’s 

game. Tm not flashy she ad- 
mits. “Yoa 1 don’t see' 'me: hit 
many drop volleys.” ‘ 

- Yet she is a formidable, 
doubles player, too. The com-, 
bination of her baseline pow- 
er an d Novotna’: 8 prowess at •- 
the net has made iii£m the No : 
3 seeds. Tbday it is her former ' 

doubles parmer, the unseeded . 



Mary Joe Fernandez, who 
stands between Davenportand 
a place in the quarter-finals. 


Fitzpatrick 
remains on 
sidelines 


Sean Fitzpatrick’s knee 
injury means the New 
Zealand captain will his 
second successive Test 
on Saturday. Worse still, 
as Steven Baker reports, 
his rugby union career 
may be in doubt 


Scan Fitzpatrick, the most 
capped player in All Black his- 
tory, has conceded defeat in his 
fight to be fit for Saturdays first 
Test against England at Old 
Trafford. 

The hooker says his long- 
standing knee injury, which 
saw him sit out last week's win 
over Ireland, may even force 
him to retire. The 34-year-old 
started yesterday’s training ses- 
sion at Morley rugby dub but 
he was dearly in discomfort and 
he spent much of the morning 
barking out orders to his fellow 
squad members and in discus- 
sion with the coaching staff. 

Fitzpatrick, who has won 91 
caps, was part of the Ah Blades 
side which won the inaugural 
World Cup in 1987 and he led 
New Zealand when they lost the 
1995 final to South Africa. 

Fitzpatrick made his in- 
ternational debut against 
France in 1986 and went nine 
years and 63 matches without 
missing a Test. He has has led 
his country 49 times - becom- 
ing the first New Zealand cap- 
tain to win a Test series in South 
Africa in the process - and he 


has lifted the Tri-Nations tour- 
naments with the All Blacks and 
enjoyed Super 12 success with 
Auckland. 

Now, though, Fitzpatrick 
realises his troublesome knee 
could bring a premature end to 
what has been a wonderful 
playing career. 

“Fve never had an injury like 
this before and that sort of thing 
is going through my mind," be 
said. 

“I’m trying to be philo- 
sophical about iL Now is not the 
right time to make that deri- 
sion. I won't continue to play 
if it’s not right” 

Fitzpatrick added that his 
prospects of playing on the 
tour were getting slimmer by 
the day. “We’ll see how it goes 
but in terms of games, it’s 
getting towards the end of the 
tour,” he said 

“It’s aching a bit I'm more 
pessimistic about playing on the 
tour now than I was last week.” 

The New* Zealand coach, 
John Hart, has not given up on 
his captain making a recovery. 
“We've got another two weeks 
to go, so we are not writing him 
off,” he said 

“He’s very fit so he could 
come in and play at no notice 
at all. We’re keeping our fingers 
crossed.” 

Fitzpatrick stressed that 
despite the injury, he was still 
keen to play an active part in 
training sessions and try to 
assist his team-mates as much 
as possible. 

“The biggest thing for me is 



to make sure I help the guys 
through the tour and make It 
a success. 

“I’ve got a lot to offer and 
there is no point me walking 
round the hotel feeling glum for 
myself" 

Fitzpatrick maintained he 
would still be battling to be fit 
for the next New Zealand 


season despite his injury. “I’ve 
got to look at taking three or 
four months off. I'm looking at 
mid-ApriL It needs rest- Wal- 
ter [Little] gave his a good break 
and I’ve got to do that.” 

Wales’ top dubs have 
agreed to an early release of 
their international playere for 
the match against New Zealand 


at Wembley giving the nation- 
al coach, Kevin Bowring, 10 
days* uninterrupted buQd-up 
after the dubs complied with his 
wishes. 

“The national team man- 
agement accepted the need 
for the players to prepare prop- 
erly for the Heineken Cup 
campaign with their chibs,” 


said a Welsh Rugby Union 
spokesman. 

“It was recognised how im- 
portant that was to their 
prospects, and we welcome the 
feet that the clubs have seen 
fit to return the favour with 
the New Zealand game 
approaching.” 

Wales second row Steve 


Dixon wary 
of Wallaby 
backlash 

The Scotland captain, Richie 
Dixon, insists that Australia will 
still provide his hew lo<ok side 
with ap awesome challenge on 
Saturday despite their uncon- 
vincing recent fonn under thei^ 
newcoach,Rod^fecqaeen.' 

After losing in Argentina .|L,. 
and only managing & draw f 

agains t En gland af 'fa ricktmham 

testSahuday, the W&flabiesare 
under pressure to finish their 
tour on a high at Mnrrayfield. 

With Scotland naming an - 
attadt-minded line-up^iixiuding 


As the All Blacks trained yesterday, a knee injury meant that Sean Fitzpatrick's role was restricted to holding the tackle bag Photograph: Peter j ay 


Moore has been ruled out of 
the side to face that game with 
a knee injury picked up against 
Tonga last Sunday. ■ 

A scan of the damaged knee 
which forced him to leave the 
field has revealed ligament 
damage and the Moseley lock 
will be out of action for at least 
six weeks. . 


some pundits are optimistically 
talking, up their chances of 
■ pulling off a shodc vjdcny against • 
the 1991 World Cupwmners. 

Dixon maintain ed, however; ' 
that Scotland’s task remained 
a daunting one, warning of a 
possible Wallaby backlash on 
. Saturday. He said: “Aratrafia - 
have; a proud record-id this 
coatttiy and malre no mistake, . 
tl$y wfil be very strong oppo- 
nents for us on Saturday. 

•> “Inched their game with 
England and both sides would 
be disappointed that the play 
did not develop as they would 
have liked. 

“With any new. coach, it 
takes time to come up with ul- 
timate conclusions on the way 
you want to play and Rod is still 
developing the style he wants. 

“If it develops in the same 
way as with ACT then the 
world can expect some very ex- 
citing football from Australia in 
next couple of years 

Dixon said he had no qualms 
about bringing in Duncan Hot%e 
• for only his second cap, to 
replace the injured Rowen Shep- 
hod at fuD-teck. Hodge will also 
assume goal-kicking duties. 


All Blacks’ strength leaves Woodward short of numbers in selection lottery « 


Clive Woodward’s 
nightmare scenario of 
having no players to 
select may still be some 
way off, but the shortage 
of English-qualified 
talent is certainly giving 
Him a restless night or 
two. Chris Hewert hears 
the national coach raise 
serious concerns over 
the foreign takeover of 
club rugby. 


So John Hart, the guiding in- 
tellect behind New Zealand's 
awesome reserves of All Black 
muscle, thinks England have 
pulled a fast one by effectively 
fielding three Test second- 
strings against his tourists in as 
many weeks. He should worry. 
As Clive Woodward, his red 
rose counterpart admitted yes- 
terday, his strategy has little to 
do with selectorial chicanery 
and everything to do with a 
limited range of choices. 

Hart would have had few 
grounds for complaint had 
Woodward thrown tour 
protocol out of the window and 


.SAILING 

Hunted Krantz escapes 

The big Southern Ocean winds, 
which for 36 hours bad helped 
the chasing pack, yesterday re- 
turned to the leading trio, help- 
ing to establish three clear 
groups of three on the second 
teg of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race from Cape Town 
to Fremantle. 

Gunnar Krantz, on Swedish 
Match, reported gales, a ripped 

spinnaker and high speeds as be 
main tained a margin of more 
than 320 miles over the second- 

placed Knut Frosted in Inno- 
vation Kvaerner. 

A relieved Krantz had felt 
like "a hunted animal” as the 
boats in fourth to ninth places 

made ground on his boat, which 
bad been slowed by lighter winds 

near the Kerguelen Islands. 

Swedish Match is now on 
the run again, averaging 19 
knots in 40-knot winds, and 
Krantz expects to be in Fre- 
mantle next Monday. 

Frosted, meanwhile, had ex- 


perienced “one of my hairiest 
rides behind the wheel”, his 
crew also having to clear lumps 
of seaweed from the keeL 
A crewman on Paul Stand- 
bridge's thud-placed Tbshiba 
was injured when a turning 
block, controlling the topmast 
backstay, exploded. Australian 
David Blanchfield suffered 
bruising and is confined below. 

Fourth-placed Paul Cayard 
was easing EF Language into 
a more comfortable lead over 
Lawrie Smith in Britain’s Silk 
Cut, while his all-women coun- 
terparts on EF Education were 
just, but only just, holding off 

Grant Dalton in Merit Cup. • 
WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLDRACE 
Lemantfa): Latmt positions 1 Swadsfi 

KMtfSSSSSBS 
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SUB 
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sj M BBCtW 706: 7 EF Educator! 
rswei C Guiou 80S; 8 Mom Cup (Mona- 
co) q Dalton an; 9 BcuibI Sunergy (Ndh) 
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- Stuart Alexander 


simply decided to play his best 
IS at every available oppor- 
tunity, after all, both English 
and Lions tour parties have 
been forced to accept more 
than their fair share of loaded 
New Zealand itineraries down 
the years. But Woodward does 
not accept that he is taking 
liberties. Far from it. 

“I bear what John is saying 
and I sympathise with him to a 
large extent but we're doing it 
this way for all the right rea- 
sons,” said the coach as he 
prepared to watch an Emerg- 
ing England line-up featuring 
12 full internationals take on 


the All Black “dirt- trackers" at 
Huddersfield last night. “I be- 
lieve we are facing an extremely 
serious situation here inas- 
much as we simply don’t have 
sufficient numbers of players to 
choose from. 

“England have two fell Tests 
and three other matches 
against the All Blacks and 
there is no way on earth that we 
can put out 60-plus players 
good enough to compete with 
what is almost certainly one of 
the greatest New Zealand sides 
ever to come here. 

“There are only about 70 
English-qualified players 


performing regularly in the top 
flight of the Premiership and of 
those, you can discount 20 or 30 
as being well short of the stan- 
dard required for these fixtures. 

“Any game against the All 
Blacks should be a highlight of 
a player’s career and I wouldn’t 
dream of giving away such an 
honour cheaply. Besides, (be All 
Blacks- want a game. The only 
way we can give them a game 
under the present situation, 
which is none too healthy, is to 
follow the road we’ve chosen.” 

Woodward wants Giff 
Brittle and Fran Cotton, chair- 
man and vice-chairman 


respectively of English rugby’s 
management board, to meet 
with the senior dubs and thrash 
out some sort of solution to the 
“import dividend” - a dividend 
that appears to be costing the 
national team an arm and a leg. 
The coach was doubly aghast to 
discover that some dubs had re- 
fused to release under-21 
players for representative 
matches against their New 
Zealand counterparts. 

“We couldn’t even organise 
something as straightforward as 
that without confrontation,” 
he said, wearily. “If we want to 
be as good as New Zealand, we 


have to look at bow they do 
things off die field, as well as 
on it They make the All Blacks 
their absolute priority and they 
have pte structures in place that 
allow players to perform at 
their best I take my bat off to 
their administratore. They’ve 
got professionalism right” 

The squad, all of whom 
came through last weekend's 
draw with Australia without un- 
due fitness alarms, trained yes- 
terday under the eagle eye of 
Phil Larder, a new recruit from . 
the ultra-professional world of 
rugby league. A coach with 
Widnes, Keighley, Sheffield 


Eagles, England and Great 
Britain, the 52-year-old for- 
mer centre will concentrate on 
skill development over the next 
fortnight of Tfcst preparation. 

“I believe the two codes 
should continue to go their own 
ways but they overlap in certain 
areas,” Larder said. “We have 
a common enemy in New 
Zealand and Australia and if we 
can pool our resources, we can 
take reach the pinnacle in both 
union and league.” 

Always assuming, of course, 
that he finds a couple of 
English-qualified onion players 
to work with. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 

Football 

7J30 urrins anted 

COCA-COLA CUP FOURTH ROUND 

Chetoeav So u thampton (7-45) - 

West Ham vRMaaB (7.45). 


SPALDING CHALLENGE CUP 
SECOND ROUND 

Fambornugh 1 HotelDid [7 -AS) . 

BELLS SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 


WHOM) LEAt^PrenteCMatarc Gan* 
borough v Aeolnrton Stanley; WlnsfomJ Ifld 
v Han&r Bndpo. Rrat DtvWcn: fimtey Cane 
v Ashton U*± Chaflsnga Cup Second 
rmmuk Bradfond Par* v Friddey Ait*4te 
iMfflnmDMaionChmftttrauitfcWttt- 
by Town v WWBay Bay. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Dtaton: 
Fores! Soon v WorcasHf City (MS); Sfethg- 
boume v Hawtogs: Si Laoruvds v Cambridge 
Cfty Wdaid Dtrlatorc Pngd Rangers v RC 


Wan***; Woboch Swn v Rwanda Town; V S 
ftjoby v Grantham Tbwn, Southern Dbfatorc 
BokJock Town v Dartfaref; Ertfli 8 Bohettaro 
vfc&sgfltt; Faraham Tbwn v Rsher AMeoc 
London. 

UHLSPORT UNTIED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Pri nt er DMatonc HsmpsKxi v St Mania; N 
Sfcjencw vRteton;SP“tota 9 vHotasch; Yax- 
ley v Stated. 

SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Plunder W- 
iMan: Bdefont v Thorton Town. 
NORTHERN COUNTE5 EAST Lmguo Prw- 
mter DMatoa: ShattWd v Amoid Town. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First Dl- 
vMarc St I Mar ia Tbwn * Hw i c a ifln Tbwn 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: AerOK&UC- 
turn v Ramsay Tbvm. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Ftasetturgh v E(gh Otp 
GILBERT LEAGUE CUP Second round 
Fbst-Las: Caernarfon "foam v Gonnahb Quay 
(746); E&bw Vhle * Atnyatwytn; F*n town 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POLS FORECAST 


FA Calling Premiership 

1 Aston Via v Bnsrton — — ....... 

2 Blackburn v Chelsea 

3 Darby* Coventry..... 

4 Lataertarv Bolton. 

8 Liverpool vBamstey- 


8 Newcastle v Southampton 

7 Sheffield Wednesday v Amendl 2 

8 Wimbledon v Manchester United - 2 

Playing Sunday: Leeds Undid vWbst Hem. 
Raying Monday: Tottenham y Crystal 


18t2PRvHud0ere&cM r 

17 Resting vlpdwich X 

18 Swindon v Mddteabraugti 

19 Ttanmert v State — -1 

•Pooh panel wffl adfudfcaie 

1 Raying Sunday; VNbotBrwnvSftrtngham, 


Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 Buy * Sundattond..^.^ — 2 . 

loCnmvevStochpOft.™- .1 

11 Mancheetar City v Bffldtfcd 1 

12 Norwich C8y vOited 1 

13 NulUr Jur n Brest < Chariton — -T 

S 

IS ‘Portsmouth VWMS _(roMponaa) 


Second Division 

20 Bbckpod V Ysrit -X 

21 Boumamoutti vCartsfe 2 

22 Bristol City v Wycorrtw — 1 

23 Qrlmaby v Sumy — , — -...-I 

24 Luton * WWsaH — — .1 

25 Wwal v Chesterfield 1 

,28 Northampton vWfitad 2 

27 CWham v Brentlord 1 

28 Southend v Bristol Rsvsra — JC 

29 Wigan v Heston 2 

30 Wfaxhem v Plymouth — -1 

Third Division 

31 Brighton wCanHf ■ 2 

32 Cotahastar v Lincoln Oty t 


« Conwy, knee CaUt-Tal w CasrswS; Porth- 
madog v Bangor. 

POtcmtS LEAGUE PiwitorDMslan: Brm- 
mditon v Mancftsstar UW(7Z} (Hodnestod 
"Ram FQ; Leads * Darby (TO); (Haifa* "town 
Fb; Notlm Forest v BtacWwm f7l» ; Preston 
v Shaft Wad (7C&. Rnt DMakXt: Grimsby v 
Wotrarhampm prxj: Man aty v fiction rag 
tWtrtwham FC); Oitfiam * SnOrtawNi 
fetthOridgo CaUcd; PBrt VWs v Cowtry (a* 
West Brom -TiSdaraftsSd pX» (EHMowen 
■Rjwn FQ Second DMstorcBbcftpod v \Wk 
p®: Bradford w 8>*«wst»y (7UI; Uncgfrr v 
Bumtar (Tflj; Rochdale v Sroport (7 Xft 
Rothermin.v Baratov (TO); Wranham v 
C&rtsto TWnt DIvMan: ChoatorttoM y 
Wigan [ZQL Laagua Cup Group ttc Scar-. 

borough v.Tranmsra (Tfl). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATION Hrat O- 
vWoie Otdbfd (Adv Crystal Palace Has; (WB- 
ney Town PC): Southanymn v Luton 
(Stapteuaod); Wbted v MBwal (Northtmod 
FCJi WlmUed a i v Chariton (ao) (Plough 
Lane^ 


33 Darihgton v Cambridge United i 

34 Doncaster v Rochdab X 

35 Exetor v Shrewsbury _..i 

38 Hartlepool v Barnet _2 

37 Leyton Orient v Notts County _2 

38 MateSSfMd v Hul 1 

39 Peterborough v Mansfield 1 

Alto playing (not on coupons): Scarbor- 
ough v Rotherham. 9wanwa v Chester, 

Tbtrjinty v Santhorpa. 

Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 CeWcv Dundee Unrted 1 

41 Dutentne v Ab6nteen„ x 

42 Mo t h o rw d l v RangarsL _2 

43 St Johnstone vhtoemtan ....1 

Playhtg Sunday Hearts v Klmamodt. 

First Division 

44^rvA*drte 

45DuntJeov»teton_ JL....ll 


; XV timber Court 73 . 
CHELTENHAM AND taO UCES f ffl CUP 
Gratn ft Bedford v QmMdgi Udwraty (OX 
«8 LEW** FWt DMakM: Lanadcmne v CM 
Batwdana (71Q. 

Basketball 

SA1NSBURVS CLASSTC COiA Mow Ns- 
UanM Cop Querier-thnis: Sheffield v Lolcas- 
rat (730); Thames VSley v Greater London 


Ice hockey 


EXPRESS CUP: NoUrghani Rvnhera v Ayr 
Scout* EaghB (730) 

Other sports 

BILLIARDS.' tXCharrfteislilp (Preston). . 

CYCLING: Ghent six-day race. 

SNOOKER: IK Championship (Preston), 


CR1CK.ET 


Saeed prospers for Pakistan 


46 RaMic v Ratth..:., 

« 7 pfirtlc*v 3 r Mrren 


48 surfing * Homflton ........ J( 

Second Division 

49 Qyda v Inverness 1 


t Ftlev Stranraer, Forfar v 
Stanhousareuk Quean of the South v 
BredAv 

7Mnl Dhrlstoo: AStton v CowdenbMSh, Ar- 
braatn v AOoa East StWrw v -Berwick, 
OuBSrfePark aDuntaarton. Ross County v 
Montrose. 

Four draws: Badfam v Chelsea Swindon 
v Mddesbrough, Souttiaid v Bristol Rovers, 
Du n! amine v Aberdeen. 

RhAiausys: Manchester United, VKattonL 
Cteriff Rangers. St Mirren. 

Ten homes: Liverpool, Newcastle. Not- 
fingham Fbresti Danmere Raven, Bnstal CHy 
PWeUwough, Came, St Johnstona Dundaa 

FoMfci 


West Indies 151 
Pakistan 246-5 

A 133-run second-wicket part- 
nership between Saeed Anwer 
and Ijaz Ahmed helped put 
Pakistan in a strong position at 
the end of the second day of the 
first Tfest against the West In- 
dies in Peshawar yesterday. 

Both batsmen made 65 in 
tfae/r 129-minute stand as Pak- 
istan progressed to 246 for 5 - 
a first-innings lead of 95. Re- 
suming at 14 for 1. Pakistan 
added 38 in the first hour with 
the left-hander Saeed playing 
with supreme confidence. 

Later Wasira Akram failed 
to make the 45 runs he need- 
ed to join the illustrious band 
of all-rounders- KapSDev, Ian 
Botham, Richard Hadlee and 
Imran Khan — who have scored 
oyer 2,000 runs and taken 300 
wickets when he was stumped 
off Carl Hooper for five. 


. Moin Khan (36) and Azhar 
Mahmood (14) had put on 39 
runs for the sixth wicket when 
bad light stripped play just 1.3 
overs before the dose. 

Wasim Akram is to make a 
flying visit to England next 
week, in between the first and 
second Tests against the West 
Indies to have a routine check- 
up on bis shoulder, an injury 
that kept him out of the game 
for nearly eight months. 

(Second dap Ntosr tofts won ton) 

WEST WEXES nmmntnge -161 (Mueftbq 

Armed 5-3$ 

PAKISTAN - Hrat tantage 
fOvvnfaWMferiJ 

Saeed Anwar cVWamabHoopw os 

Aantr Setae! c Lara b Wafeta._ ..4 

Ea? AtyMd c Hot** b Bfahop 

SUwiwwdWWmbWWsh 99 

hzeranti Heq iBrired ter 

tMato Khan not out * 

•waste Akram a Vinems b Hbapw ._. 

Azhar Mahmood net ouc M 

Extri«pj3w2, mTl)._ ,w 

total (tor 5, 883 owers) 349 

Fefl:2-t41 3-W& 4-«a S207. 

Tb bat Arahed Khan, ShahdNezIr, Muahtaq 
Ahmea 

fiownqg: AotoTMB 1733-580; Vfcfcta 1 8 - 530 - 

2; BB«op j aiwans 1-0+0; Lewb 

S4-70^ Hooper 17-8-37-2. 

Uu*iwD Shephard (Eng); Said Shah (Pak) 
tV replay umpire.- Jmed MMar (PA). 

Match retoreK Ramon Sitaba How (Eng) 
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FOOTBALL 


McStay believes Celtic can bounce back 


0,x °n 

3 fVy a!la^ 

^cklash 


Thf fonner Celtic midfielder 

Pai^I McStay believes the Scot- 

tjsb title, race could be the 
do^est run in years. Hearts 
lead the way at the moment, 
with Rangers, Celtic and 
Duhdee United in the chasine 
pack. 

The Old Firm, come to- 
gether at Paikhead tonight in 
th&secomi round of their four- 
match league programme with 
Celtic eager to bounce back. 

They followed up their de- 
feat, at Ibrox .10 days ago by 
losing at borne to Motherwell 
on ‘.Saturday, raising doubts 
about their ability to sustain a 
championship challenge. 

But McStay, forced to quit 
the game-last season at 32 be- 
cause of an ankle injury, said: 
“I think there is definitely 
enough quality in the Celtic side 


for them to be bidding for the 
wie but it’s not just about 
Rangere and Celtic this season. 
Hearts are leading the way at 
the moment, and Dundee 
United are flying. 

I don't think it will just be 

a two-boree race at the end, and 

it could be one of ibe hardest 
titles to win in recent years." 

Looking to tonight's game 
he said: “Celtic have had a wee 
hiccup, that's all. Ibrox is a 
daunting place to visit, and 
that game was maybe a learn- 
ing process for some of the 
players. 

“These games are always a 
battle and sometimes fasler 
than you are used to. They have 
a great chance of bouncing 
back, and having the home 
support behind them should be 
a big help." 


Celtic's central defender 
Mare Rieper certainly remains 
full of optimism. “We didn’t do 
ourselves justice in the first 
game against Rangers," he 
said. 

“Now we need to have the 
supporters behind us and give 
them what they deserve. Wfe are 
very focused on what we need 
to achieve. 

“The players are all fired up. 
and we know if we keep trying 
to break Rangers down well get 
the support." 

Manchester United aim to 
make shares in the club avail- 
able to more people in a pro- 
posal to go before Thursday's 
annual meeting at Old Trafford 

Shareholders will be asked 
to approve a proposal to issue 
three shares for every one held 
as the dub increase their share 


capita! by 337.5 per cent to 
£35tniliion. 

This will create 270m ordi- 
nary shares and the move will 
see a drop in price for each in- 
dividual share, although the 
overall value of an investment 
will not be affected. 

Jt is the second time United 
have increased the number of 
shares in the chib since their 
flotation in 1991. 

A supporter who invested the 
minimum £19250 in 50 shares 
in 1991 had their bolding in- 
creased to 250 in December 
1994 and al today's price that is 
worth £1, 6Q&25, a growth of 
more than 800 per ccnL 

Coventry City yesterday an- 
nounced that they intend to 
fond a proposed £80m stadium 
and enter tainme nt centre by 
joining the growing football 


presence on the Stock Market 

A notation between now 
and the millenn i um is planned 
to help meet the costs of the 
new 45,000-seater stadium, 
which wffl be based at a former 
gasworks at Foies hill and 
should be operating by the 
start of the 2001-2 season. 

Preliminary talks have al- 
ready taken place with financial 
advisors and the dub’s chair- 
man, Bryan Richardson, said: “1 
would imagine we would float 
in two or three years’ lime, a 
year before the stadium opens. 

“Our view is that the future 
of such a big development will 
require a more sustained form 
of funding than just football 
income.” 

Plans for the Foleshill site, 
which is close to the M6, Ml 
and M40, have already been 


submitted to Coventry City 
Council, but it zs likely the de- 
velopment will be the subject of 

a public inquiry. 

The club have played at 
their 23,500-caparity Highfield 
Road ground in the city centre 
for more than 100 years, but 
Richardson claims supporters 
are overtvbehningly in favour of 
the scheme for a new stadium, 
which be insists would not be 

endangered if the dub were to 
lose their place in the Pre- 
miership. 

The stadium will feature a 
retractable roof, while the 
centre will include two hotels, 
restaurants and a retail park. 
“It will be more than 

possible to play Liverpool in the 

afternoon and see Tina Thrner 
perform a couple of hours 
later ” Richardson said. 


athletics 

Elite competitors 
win grant freedom 


I otterr 



DaveMoorcroft, the figurehead 
of British athletics, will leam 

in London today whether his 

plans to secure the future of the 

sport have been approved. 

Moorcroft, appointed chief 
executive of the British Athlet- 
ic Federation shortly before its 

fmnndfll collapse last month, 
hopes to form a small project 
f«»nm to establish a new structure 

for athletics in this country. 

Funding for the enterprise, 
which would involve liaising 
widely with other governing 
bodies and influential individ- 
uals, would come from the UK 
Sports Council. 

While the RAF may be in 
the hands of the administrators, 

tiie sport is continuing to ex- 
perience the financial benefits 
of National Lottery funding. 

Fifteen of Britain’s 61ite 
athletes have been awarded an 
allowance of £10,000 a year to 
assist their personal coaches as 
they work towards the 2000 
Olympics. The money from 
Performance Athlete Services - 


the body set up in June to 
implement the Lottery’s World 
maw; performance programme 
- will be used al the 
discretion of competitors such 
as Jonathan Edwards, Sieve 
BackJey and Colin Jackson. 

The athletes were selected 
as Britain’s leading medal 
prospects for Sydney by the PAS 
board and the technical direc- 
tors of the BAF. 

“Recognising that one of the 
maj or difficulties facing the 
persona] coaches of Britain’s 
best athletes is the limited time 
they are able to spend togeth- 
er, we decided to provide sup- 
port in a tangible way," said 
Moorcroft, who is on the PAS 
board. 

Other athletes to benefit will 
be Jamie Baulch. Allison Cur- 
bishley, Ashia Hansen. Mick 
Hill, Kelly Holmes, Tony Jar- 
rett, Denise Lewis, Richard 
Nerurkar, Paula Raddiffe. 
Mark Richardson, Steve Smith 
and Iwan Thomas. 

- Mfoe Rowbottom 


MOTOR RACING 


Senna ruling due next month 


The verdict on the six Formu- 
la One figures accused of the 
manslaughter of Ayrton Senna 
will be delivered in a month’s 
time. Antonio Costanzo, the 
Italian magistrate, will give his 
ruling on the death of Senna 
around 15 to 17 December, it 
emerged yesterday as the trial 
continued in Imola. 

Fr ank Williams, the 
W illiams team owner, its tech- 
nical director, Patrick Head, 
the Formula One designer 
Adrian Newey, and three race 
officials aD face manslaughter 
charges after Senna’s fatal 
crash at the 1994 San Marino 
Grand Prix. 

The trial resumed with the 
summing-up of the last of the 
defence cases, put by Oreste 


Dominion!, who is represent- 
ing Williams and Head. 

The state prosecutor, Mau- 
risin PassarinL recommended 
earlier this month that Wiliams 
and the three race officials be 
cleared of the charges, but 
called for one-year suspended 
jail sentences against Head 
and Newey. 

Dominion] launched a five- 
hour attack on the prosecution 
case, claiming that Passarini had 
been let down by his technical 
advisers, who had provided 
him with assumptions and not 
facts. “His reconstruction of the 
accident which cost Ayrton 
Senna his life has no basis in 
proof, is unfounded and those 
accused must be cleared,” 
Dominion! told the court. 


BASKETBALL 


Lloyd’s untimely injury 


a touchdown despite the attempted tackle of Buffalo Bills* Bryce Paup as the Dolphins joined the New York Jets at the top of the 
AFC East division with a 30-13 victory on Monday night Phonograph: Alan DfarfAP 


Chester Jets* Brian Lloyd could 
be out of action for up to six 
weeks after the American dam- 
aged his ankle in Sunday’s 
93-83 defeat at Greater London 
Leopards. 

Lloyd’s coach, Mike Burton, 
was last night waiting on the re- 
sults of an X-ray to determine 
whether Lloyd had suffered a 
hairline fracture, which would 
rule out the 18 points-a-game 
guard from the most demand- 
ing period so for on Chester’s 
schedule. 

Chester face the unbeaten 
Birmingham Bullets and the 
leaders, London Tbwere, in the 
League and must play four 
League Trophy group games as 
they try to reach the last eight 


The Jets lost last season's fina 
in their first appearance in ; 
major tournament. 

Thames Vfclley Tigers, wht 
play Leopards in tonight's Sains 
bur/s Classic Cola Nationa 
Cup quarter-final at Bracknell 
also wait on tbe fitness of thei: 
centos Jason Station. He masses 
Saturday’s 145-144 quadruple 
overtime League win agains 
Derby Storm after also injuring 
an article. 

In tonight's other quarter 
final, Leicester Riders fact 
Sheffield Sharks at Ponds Forge 
just four days after beating 
them 103-86 in an explosive 
League Trophy group game ai 
Granby Hafts. 

- Richard Taylo, 
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GOLF 

Montgomerie 
relives Ryder 
memory 

‘ Colin Montgomerie returns 
‘ to the scene of one of the most 
amazing days of his career 
this week when he plays for 
Scotland in the World Cup of 
Golf at Kiawah Island in South 
Carotin a. 

■ It was here lhat Mont- 
gomerie, winner of the Hassan 
a Trophy in Morocco on Sunday, 
t-* his debut in the 1991 Ry- 

der Cup, a match remembered 
. inept for the six-foot putt which 
. Beinhard Lanpr missed to 

' America victory. 

Earlier on the same d ay, 

■ - - • J Cal- 


BOXING 


Promoter may sue council 


The promoter Frank Maloney 
has threatened to take Bury 
Council to court over its treat- 
ment of the reigning British and 
Commonwealth flyweight 
champion, Adey Lewis. 

Lewis challenges the 
Frenchman David Guerault 
for the European title at 
Bowlers Leisure Complex in 
Trafford Park, near Manches- 
ter, on Saturday, a fight the 
Bury man wanted to happen in 
his borne town. 

But the council voted earli- 
er tins year to ban profession- 
al boring from any of its venues. 


while still allowing amateur 
and kick boring. 

Maloney, joint promoter of 
this weekend’s show, said: “Af- 
ter the figfo I will be having dis- 
cussions with Adcy’s manager. 
Jack Doughty, in order to set 
up a promotional deal winch 
will hopefully lead to a world 
title shot next year. 

“We then plan to stage tbe 
contest in Bury and next week 
wiD set up another press con- 
ference in order to sort out the 
matter with the council If nec- 
essary we will take them to 
court. " 


am ran do to someone, 
kavecchia was five up at the 
and still four ahead wtit 
to play, but then totally 
went to pieces to allow Mont- 
gomerie a half. 

don’t think HI ever come 

across whalhappened thatjiay 

tgam,” the Scot, Europe s Jeau- 
\Wgjskmey-whinef lor the 

seasons, said. 


Puig pulls the plug on racing 


Bad results and injury have 
persuaded the 30-year-old 
grand prix rider Alberlo Pmg. 
to retire from professional 
racing. 


NKflU Hjufcuvt— --- . 

.mood Ras6ell. while EngJan 1 a 
- have Mark James and Pa“J 
BioadhureL . 'Whies have lan 
^Wfcsnam and Phillip J"? 
MtUrdarufs wo are Padrtug 


leaving the sport at the last 
world championship round in 
Australia, said yesterday in fos 
native city of Barcelona m 
north-eastern Spain that 
retiring is the solution that 
best suits him. . 

“I feel all right because I 
know lhat if I hadn’t been in- 
jured I would have achieved 
greater things," Pmg said. 



Puig became the first Span- 
ish rider to win a 500cc race in 
Spain, with victory in the 1995 
Spanish Grand Prix in the 
southern city of Jerez. 

However a string of injuries, 
particularly a serious accident 
on the Le Mans circuit in 1995, 
encouraged Ping to quit pro- 
fessional motorcycling. 

In the training session in Le 
Mans he crashed into a straw 
bale at 186mph and badly dam- 
aged his leg. 

Paig said that he would 
g pinfain links tO the motor- 
cycting world. 


TENNIS • 

Bates selects 
best juniors 
for Florida 

Jeremy Bates, the former British 
No 1, has selected 21 of tbe 
country’s leading juniors from 
the Rover Scheme fora special 
two-week training camp at Del- 
ray Beach in Florida from 24 
November to 5 December. 

The camp has been organ- 
ised to prepare the players for 
a series of Florida-based events, 
culminating at the Orange 
Bowl to urnam ent the unofficial 
world junior championships, 
to be staged at Flamingo Park, 
Miami Beach, from 21 to 28 
December: • 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

81,054 

The number oflictets sold 
for the Mfen derby be- 
tween MSan and lr>- 
temazionaJe at the San 
Sko Stadum on Satur- 
day. This beats the record 
of 808Q2, set in 1991 The 
last few tickets were 
snapped up wflhin mrutes 
on Monday. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 
The Mtemf Dolphins joined the New 
Yfark Jets on top of the AFC East d- 
vfeion with a 30-13 wh over the Buf- 
falo Bfc on Monday. They no* have 
[ write the BBs 1 


a 7-4 record wMe 
NFL: Mart 30 Buttato 13. 


I feff to 6-6. 


Basketball 

Worihtog have appointed Nei McS- 
duff as their head coach in succes- 
sion to Chris Jones, vtfw b leaving by 
mutual consent 

NBA: Manta 89 LA CSppere 83; New Jar- 
sey 77 Cterctend 72; Ptroetfx 96 Howdon 
94 SaMfla IS MwUaaa 98; LA Latere W 
WncouverSB: Portland 120 Dates 70. 

Boxing 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: England v 
U8A Amateur Intern a tion al («ton Hotel, 

I PmpSDinrUAiltinptl rflBlWWHp>CS 
Bel bt R Ferrer pta. Uteri reM dta re tfre 
C Bessw bt T WB (rsTlrtrd); Light mM- 
dtawl fl ht M taker tost to N Mycn. pta. 
HBddtawel gtt J Pearce bt R Roper, pt& 
Light heavya ralul i t M Krence loot to R 
SavaneptB. Hasvywaiflfafc WBarimabtT 
TruSJo rat firaL England 5 USA 2. 
PosWoa: England 3 ISA l 

Cricket 

Sumy are to singe two axa Ufa 
League day-night matches under 
ftoodSghts on Monday, 3 August 
against Sussex and two days fater 
against Derbys hi re. 

Football 

Manchester City hare been granted 
a work permit for the Georgian de- 
fender. lAxlazSheia, and now ansit 

htsm^onaJcteafancaShela was rec- 
o mm ended to the eUb by Georg tfrv 
Idadze. an intern a ti on al team-mate of 
the £400000 stareng from the Russ- 
ian side AJariaVlacfi<avkaz.Qty one 
off toe foot of the F%st Division, 
to tie up the deal hfrrafcr Brati- 
forift visit on Saturday. ■ 

Alan CuTbishtey has signed a new; 
attended contract at Chateon AtNstia 
CurbteNey tied been Hod wito man- 
agerial vacancies at Sheffield 
Wednesday and Queenfc Park 
Rangers 

The Bamtiey manager DamyWteon, 
plans to s&i the Sweddi certeheck 


FWbt MaricstedB today and gwe him 
a debut against Uveipool on Satur- 
day The 25-year-old, who plays for 
Uratera* has mpressed Wbon h two 
trial games and he is close to tying 
Lp a £400000 deal 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS; Spafaflog 

Cup ascond round: KkJdaminstor 0 Hect- 

nested 2 (FranctoSO; Henntega pen GO). 

Ryiran League Hrst DMsfen : Romted v 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHUST DIVISION 


i Cup Second round replay: Pwltoet 

I BBorlcaylbMn 2 (tec seoroar 90 rati »- 

II Dr MMo* league Boutem DMetorc 

Chelmsted C8y 5 Rest "town ft Scrarc&c 

□keel Leegm rate DMetorc Kmratom 

town i Chfcpeman ton n t Wfct rt onleed 

Kent League Hrat DNMorc Btth'tevn 1 

Shappey Utd 4. Pontine League Promier 

Dtvtetorc Stoke 1 Aston VBaO (Nmrcm&o 

town FC). Rrat DMston: Leicester D kSct- 

deteroush 1 Avon Insurance Comtrina- 

don ttat DMalon: CtietoBB 2 tottontam 
4; Norwich! Portsmouth a Spanish 
LeeguK tad MatMd 3 VUadold X 


Montreal 

W 

u 

L 

5 

7 

TGFGAPta 
2 30 71 45 
S K HU 



n 

Ottawa 


8 

4 

22 

82 57 

PKabwtfb 

9 

8 

4 

22 

59 69 

Carelna 

8 

10 

3 

tt 

58 62 

BrfWo 

- -4 

X 

4 

14 

47 61 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 





PhOad^Ma 

13 

e 

3 

29 

68 51 

New Jorsoy _ 

14 

5 

0 

28 

60 34 

Washington- 

12 

7 

2 

28 

60 48 

NYMandara. 

a 

B 

4 

20 

56 50 

NYRsnemm . 

a 

7 

7 

B 

61 SO 

Florida 

B 

B 

4 

16 

42 57 

TtenpaBay_ 

2 

« 

2 

6 

34 72 


Golf 

PGA GRAND SLAV 
round tax 
ISA}; 71 D Love (US); 


II flCattsi, Haw*5) 
T Woods (US}; B8 
77 J Leonard 


FM- 
68 E Els 

m. 


StUNite 

Detroit 

15 

-H 

5 

5 

^a 1— 

12 

S 

Chicago _ 


e 

■pcaorto 

R 

t> 


Hockey 

Cup holders Uptown have been 
favoured by another home fie agatat 

Canterbury, second in the Rret Drvl- 
sion, in the fcxxth rouid of the EHA 
Cup ctawn yesterday fit least two 
non-Natanal Loegue ebbs are guar- 
anteed a place in the next round. 

WOMENS CIS* Fourth round draw (Th* to 
tw preyed on Sroctey, SO Nm): Brachnd v 
Epsom; Bradte d tafahenhank v Stough: 
Otensted tRfrray *Sou8«itotor E .CtoMx>y 
Qreys v Tlpfans; DarasrervBtoetartE; EaK 
tag v Lefcsstsn tar v fiUJMge; Hartestan 
itegpies v DerWrcm; HgMorai v CanMuy;- 
IsuspberoughStLdMitivCiinwiRpTdjlas; 
□ten torragutet v tounun Wk ftoynfen v 
OwMnodiSirtuyyytam; Sutten Cottad 
vBwtd OTi Whtawy Bar v Often BcottidiLfc; 
VWAtag Swtfte v Vmtesdon. 

ScotJandfc women w« play Austreda, 
the Otympfo champions, in the open- 
ing game of next yoert World Cup fo 
Utrecht on 20 fcfey. England fofcw 
against hda. Bigtandk men startlher 
the totowfog day against 
: alver medafetSL 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Montreal 4 IhmpaB^l; Boston 4 
Ottasrc 2; Sr Louis a Tbranto 2; Phoartx 6 
Edmonto n a 


WESTERN CONFEIteNCE 
CBfTRAL DMSION 

2 32 72 47 
4 SO 7352 
4 ZB 70 55 
2 22 S3 86 

2 IS 40 SB 

3 15 38 58 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Colorado 10 5 fl 28 61 82 

Loa Angelos 9 8 4 22 72 60 

Anahehn 8 8 5 21 54 50 

tanortton. — 5 U 5 « 49 73 

San Jo— X 14 1 13 S3 68 

VtaocOwW, 5 T 3 3 13 S3 74 

Calgary 3 13 S If 5371 

Rugby Union 

Worcester have sold more than 1000 
tickets tor their ittteyB Bitter Ctp 
fourth-romd game effbeA Bristol on 
4 January. The WationaJ League One 
Ah are awaiting confirmation of a 


and w3 erect 
cope with 


stands to 


Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA UK CHAMPt- 
ONSHtf 1 (Preston) Thbd round; P Ebdcr 
I level wtth J Prince (N M 4-4; 3 Lee 
toads C Smal {Sco) 5-Z. (Boh 
i resume at 1pm today}. 

Squash 

WOMBTS OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP (Hsrt- 

tord, ct); SemHtnai*; S Fits-QerMd (Aue) 

bt C «teh (SAJ SL3 M 9-7; C JecKmai 
(Enjfrbt L tetag (Aua) 9-2 9-1 (reared). Fl- 
nacRtz-Gerald bt Jocfanan 9-4 9-7 9-3. 


Sumo 

KVUSHU GRAND TOURNAHBIT (R4cuo- 
ka, Japan) 10th day (of 15): Kyoku tanho 
(Jltvo) (mi 6, lost 8) fat KortshM 15-5) 
Aogyama (64) bt Kushtanuml (3-7); M- 
ktzirrt (B-4) bt Martourt Terao (BS) 
bt\toTB» (M); WvtoM IM) W totonowa- 
ka (6-4; Kynkuduzan ^5) bt Asancwska 
(B-^; Ganyu (5-5) bt Aknoetv (5^; Mu- 
soyamaJM) bt Kotoryu (B-fl; KKakacHdoM 
H-6) bt Kotoinexuma (4-Q; Hgonoumi (5-5) 
bt Shto^wna (5-5); KbtonsWd (64) a 
Wstanojo (2-8); Hamenoahlma (3-7) bt 
OghlshBd (3-7); Tochtaonada lS-5> W 
"tamteaauge W-6); Akinoshsna (5-^ bt 
tosanoum (4-Q;Asehiyutaka(3-7) Mtoka- 
torfd (2.-6); VhkanotBPB (64) bt Tocfsazu- 
ma(5-Q;1U«anonarni p-1) MTodemeka 
C3-7); Ataaashfmenj (9-1) bt Kate (5-5); 
Itranohana (B-i) bt CNyotalal ^5) 

Tennis 

Pete Sampras, the world No L w8) 
team up with Mchael Chang, Todd 
Martin and Ain O'Brien to spearfiaad 
the United States' challenge to regdn 
the Davie Cup when they face Swe- 
den in the final later this month. Swe- 
den, live times winners and 
> to Fiance last year, have 
J the work) No 4 Jonas 
_ , Magnus Larsson, Thomas 
— , — t and Mckbs Kufti to take on 
the Americans In Gothenburg from 28 
to 30 Novembec Sweden and the Unit- 
ed States have met rane times bi the 
Doris Cup) with the States leadtog the 
series 7-2 and looking for a 32nd 
title. 

CHASE CHAMPIONSHIPS (Madison 
Sqm total, MV) Rrtt round: M Perce 
(Fr) bt S Apptenans (8e0 6-3 64; N Tauzl- 
« (R) bt A CoBttar (SA) M M; I Spbtea 
(Rot) bt S Tested (ft) 6-3 5-7 &-4 
VOtVO WOMEN'S OPEN (Mtaya, Thai) 
FM round: R Dragon* (Ron) M L Horn 
(SA) M S-7 B4; L GOtersa flO U Y MmN- 
da (Japan) 6-2 6-3; C Moariu (US) bt K 
Kitoca (Aus) 6-1 6-2; H Nagyava (Steak) 
bt U Endo (Japan) 1-6 6-4 6-2; Wtang S?*- 
Tlng (B4 M M Saeta (Japan) 61 S Nocr- 

hinder (Neth) bt T Panowar (Rub) 66 63; 

C Cristaa (Rom) bt Cho Ifoan Jeong (S Kn) 

M 63; B Sargswn (TTm) W M Noraj (Th^ 
61 7-6; D fen Room {Bel} bt N Van Lottun 
(ft) 64 66 

Volleyball 

WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONS CUP (HI- 

imMnia, Japan): Woman: Cuba bt South 

Korea 3-0; Russia M Bra29 3-2 
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football 


Francis’ future in 
balance as Spurs 
hire Swiss coach 


Tottenham Hotspur 
appear to have found a 
replacement for their 
underachieving manager, 
Gerry Francis. 

Christian Gross, a 43- 
year-old Swiss, is 
expected to take over 
next Monday as Spurs 
follow their London 

rivals Arsenal and 
Chelsea in going 
Continental. Nick Duxbury 
reports. 


It is Gerry Banos' birthday two 
weeks on Saturday, but it is un- 
likely there will be much cele- 
brating when it comes to blowing 
out the 46 candles on his cake. 

By then, Christian Gross, 
the coach of Zurich Grasshop- 
per, wfl] be settled in nicety at 
Tottenham Hotspur if reports 
coming from Switzerland yes- 
terday are lo be believed. The 
Grasshoppers president. Ro- 
mano Spadaro, let ft be known 
that the 43-year-old Gross wQl 
be ensconced at White Hart 
Lane on Monday, with his 


Grasshopper assistant, Fritz 
Schmid, also there as his right- 
hand man. 

It is not dear whether Fran- 
cis - Tottenham’s 13th manag- 
er since the war and the fifth in 
the last 10 years - will be leav- 
ing. or moving upstairs. He has 
come under extreme pressure 
as his team languish 16th in the 
Premiership and it would be 
surprising if he remained at 
Spurs In any capacity. 

Banos, who took over Ossie 
ArdOes in November 1994, has 
been thwarted by injuries and 
what some fans had deemed to 
be expensive but ultimately dis- 
appointing si gnin gs. The Tot- 
tenham c hair man, Alan Sugar, 






Gross: Zurich coach 


United withdraw Salas offer 


Manchester United are pulling 
out of their bid for the Chilean 
international Marcel o Salas, 
because his dub will not reduce 
their £12m valuation. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, wants the River Bate 
striker, but the Argentinian 
club have refused to come 
down on their asking price. Riv- 
er Plate are willing to sell, but 
it is all a question of timing. The 
club's president is up for re- 
election at the beginning of next 
month and stands little chance 
of success if he sells Salas now. 

The Argentinians are not 
prepared to haggle as they feel 


they will find another buyer for 
Salas now or at the World Cup 
finals. For United’s part, the pic 
board is unlikely to grant 
Ferguson the full £12m. 

River Plate will want to be 
well compensated for the loss 
of S alas and reportedly value 
him at £18m. As United weigh 
up their options, they are aware 
other footballing giants such as 
Barcelona and Milan could 
also make an attractive offer. 

Salas has achieved hero 
status in Chile since he broke 
into the national team two 
years agp. 

-Alan Nixon 


recently admitted that the £6m 
Les Ferdinand had been a pur- 
chase bom oat of panic rather 
than business sense. 

Spadaro said that Gross, 
who was thought to be joining 
a German club, had signed a 
contract with the job title of 
head coach. EGs brief from 
Sugar win be simple- to bring 
the championship to White 
Hart Lane for the first time 
since Bill Nicholson in 1961. 

Gross, who will become the 
first Swiss to coach in B ritain, 
will find a friendly face on his 
arrival in the form of the for- 
mer Grasshoppers defender 
Ramon Vega. Grasshopper 
coach since 1993, Gross has led 
the club to two successive 
championships, 1995 and 1996, 
and the 1994 Swiss Clip. 

It was as ugty as they come, 
but Paul Bosveifs tackle will 
not result in any punishment 
even though milli ons of televi- 
sion viewers saw the Ryenoord 
player stamp his studs into De- 
nis Irwin's knee. 

If the Feyenoord-Manches- 
ter United Champions’ League 
match had been under FA ju- 
risdiction, Bosvelt’s challenge 
would have landed him on a dis- 
ciplinary charge even though 
the referee did not see the in- 
cident. The Dutch player, who 
described the tackle as “the 
biggest error of my career”, es- 
caped even a booking. 

Ibo late for Irwin, who will 
be out at least until Christinas 
with ligament damage. Uefa, the 
governing body of European 
football are now considering fol- 
lowing the FAs lead in allowing 
the use of television evidence. 

“It is not our policy to use- 
television evidence and we are 
in line with Fifa [the game’s 
world governing bocty] on that,” 
a Uefa spokeswoman, said. 
“YfeVe never used ft before, but 
that could change and at the 
moment it is under discus- 
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Mary Pierce, of France, plays a backhand during her 6-3, 6-4 victory against Belgium’s Sabine Appel mans In the first round of the season- 
ending Chase Championships in Madison Square Garden in New York .. .. 

Report, page 30; Photograph: Stair Honcb/AFP 


ACROSS 

I Damage to church is rare 

( 6 ) 

4 Grim, at university, to be 
strapped (4.2) 

10 Late gathering in the Slav 
five-star resort (7,8) 

II Wanting to be seen near 
the batsman (5) 

12 Snags wben mystical sym- 
bols lose power? (9) 

13 These days, simply accli- 
matize (o) 

15 Agent holds Kipling’s 
novel to be inadequate 

16 Lngraver dips top of chis- 
el in solvent (6) 

18 Pinkie more elegant when 
curled around end of 
mug? (6) 

21 Soothing effect of lemon 
tile mosaic (9) 


22 Boring ma chin e that 
switches Anglo-French ar- 
ticles (5) 

23 Top fuzz causing blotches > 
in faces to break out? 

(5,10) 8 

24 Gems for investors (6) 

25 Advocate keeping wicket 9 
in Oipington, say? ( 6 ) 

14 

DOWN 

1 Division of church leaders 17 
in new isms? (6) 

2 Work of quality con- 
trollers to help the air- 18 

ways (3-12) 

3 Thke for a ride in cycle- 19 

race section (5) 

5 Ear care (9) 20 

6 How we are evolving, 

happening to band to- 22 

gether? (15) 

7 European buff (6) 



RUGBY LEAGUE 


Architect showin. 
way in the city (6 


Civets roaming the Isle of 
Wight, once? (61 
Injured hen, full up. is not 
profitable (9) 

Putting up drink ap- 
proved for a native of 
southern Africa (6) 

Made of iron, this new 
talisman (6) 

Offers, say, the old king- 
dom? (6) 

One’s unusually in credit 
as user of blue-pencil (6) 
Beast of Burden, a 
Broadway production put 
up (5) 



Wigan plan to ground-share with football neighbours Athletic by year 2000 


Wigan plan to be playing in the 
new ground they will share 
mth their neighbours, Wigan 
Athletic, by the turn of Millen- 
nium. The dub has confirmed 
that it will be moving in with the 
football team at the new 25,000- 
capa city stadium in the town in 
time for the start of the 2000 
season. 

Mike Nolan, the Wigan 
chairman, said yesterday that an 
alternative suggestion of play- 
ing on a different site in the 
town earmarked by the previ- 
ous board, which was ousted last 


month, was “all smoke and 
mirrors”. 

The Robin Park plan was 
“the only viable one,” he said, 
allowing Wigan to remain at 
their Central Park home for 
another two years before the 
bulldozers move in to build a 
supermarket. 

On the playing front, Wigan 
are dose to signing the Hunter 
Mariners’ captain and hooker. 


Robbie McCormack. “He has 
agreed terms and it just a mat- 
ter of completing the signing,” 
Nolan said. 

McCormack wOl join the 
London Broncos prop, Tony 
Mestrov, in a remodelled pack 
for next season, although Wigan 

have cooled on the deal to sign 
the New Zealand forward Mark 
Horn. Another New Zealander, 
the former All Black, John 


Timu, is considering rival offers 
from Wigan and London. 

Meanwhile, the prop for- 
ward Lee Hansen, who Wigan 
signed from Widnes last season, 
is available if the right bid is 
forthcoming. It will not be de- 
rided which other players can 
go until their new coach, John 
Monie, runs a rule over die play- 
ing staff when he returns from 
Australia in December. 
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CITIZEN 


HE V/ O 312 T = LLS T 


Wigan are not proposing to 
replace any of the. four bttek* 
room staff made redundant-last 
week. . « 

Leeds, who are hoping to 
announce their new coach (his 
week, have restructured £he 
club by splitting rugby and 
non-rugby affairs into two 
sections. : 1 . . 

• Tbmmy Martyn, the man of - 
the match in the first Test at £ 
Wembley, has agreed a ijewr 
three-year deal with Challenge 
Cup holders St Helens. * ’ 

- DayeHadfieki 


CHOOSING A WATCH CAN 
BE A SENSITIVE SUBJECT. 
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